Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



i 




■^■- 



AN 



ESSAY ON PROVIDENCE. 

WRI TT E M 



UyMr.LE WIS D E MA ROL LE S-, 

And tranflated from the French* 

By J O H N KI ARTIN. 

To- which is prefizedly 

-I 

An ABRIDGMENT of Mr. JA^U SLOT'S 
History of the Sufferings and Martyrdom 
of Mr. Djt MAROLLES. 

Be not Jl§thfuU ^lut fSHowers of them who through faith and 
^tience inherit the promifes. Heb. vi. I2. 

LONDON: 

PRINTED FOR THE EDITOR; 

•iOLD BY J. STOCKDALE, PICCADILLY; R. FAULDER, BOND-STREET} 
H. a\RDNER, IN THE STRAND; H^ TRAFP, PATER-NOSTER-ROW} 
W. BUTTON, NEW1NGT0N-BUTT8; AND J, MURRAY^PRINCF.S-STREET, 
SOHO, .,, 

1790.. 

[Price 2s. iewejf 9T 3S« bound.} 

A 



■* •• 



■Jt 



».. 



DEDICATION. 



TO THE 
CHURCH OF CHRIST ASSfeli/IBLING W 

I 

GR^AFtON-STREET, SOHO. 
Mv DEAR Friends, 

jLhE Providence of God is fo 

frequently overlooked^ mifreprefented^ or^ partially 

conjideredj that thofe arguments which have a 

tendency to undeceive us^ and to inftruSi usj on this 

fuhjeSlj are^ in my opinion^ worthy of our beft atten^ 

tion. We cannot think on Providence^ to aty 

religious purpofcy unlefs we conjiantly confider^ whose 

Providence it is^ on which we employ our thoughts. 

Having fettled this important pointy in the next 

place^ let us endeavour to form^ and retain^ a 

found judgment of this article of our faith. Pro* 

vidence is not an attribute of God^ but an adlion ; 

that affioHj whereby he moves,- and diredls all 

THINGS, after the counfel of his own will. 

Thus he executes his own decree'. Providence is 

various in its operations^ unlimited in its extent ^ and 

often^ to us^ paji finding out ; but it is no lefs 

uniform than wonderful. There is fuch a clofe 

connexion, and fo much agreement^ between the 

operations of God in ProvidencCy and in Grace^ 

that if the former Js regarded^ the latter cannot 

be defpifed. 
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^hofe meansj tben^ which may enlarge our 
acquaintance with this JuhjeEt^ deferve our ftudy : 
3'he chief of which are, the word of God and 
prayer. Nest to thefe^ are our own obfervations ; 
for he who does not occupy his own taleni^ will 
reap but little benefit from the labours of other people. 
The remarks of others^ may be deeper^ and more 
fugacious than our own ; but the pra£iice of piety 
will never ftourifh^ unlefs we eHdeavour to think 
for ourfehes, IVhen^ with proper caution^ we are 
habituated to that noble employ ^ the thoughts which 
pious men have publifhedj may be of real fervice. 
Some of the befi which I have yet read^ are con- 
tained in the following pages. Should they affeSl 
you^ as they have often affeSed me^ you will cer- 
tainly think them worth repeated ferufal. 

That you may derive advantage from all my 
endeavours to ferve you^ and that I may finifh my 
courfe with joy^ whenever it fhall pkafe God to 
remove me^ are my conjiant fupplications. Under 
a fenfe of your long continued regard for my wel^ 
fare^ the feventeen years I have been witbyou^ 

I am^ my dear friends^ 
Tour obliged^ and refpeiiful Paifor^ 

JOHN MARTIN, 

f^imtmill Street^ TQttenham Court Road^ 
June z^hf 1 79Q». 



CONTENTS* 



I, nr^HE birth, family, and refidence of Mr. 

-■- DE Marolles. 
.II. General idea of his charader* 
III. The revocation of the Edi£i of Nantz. Mr. de 

« 

Marol£es attempts to flee from France; 
but is perfuaded to fettle in Alface. 

lV« He redd^) with his family, at Lixim. The/ 
are, all of them, apprehended ; and Mr. DB 
Marolles is imprifoned at Strafiurg. 

V. He is vifited by perfons of diftinftion. Mr* 

Jaquelot's opinion of the manner in which 
he defended his faith. 

VI. He is removed from Strajburg to Chalons^ and 

vifited by the Bijhop of that city. The BiJbop*s 
behaviour applauded, 

VII. His condemnation, zx. Chalons. A copy of his 

fentence* 

VIII. He is removed from Chalons to Paris. The 
_ Archers treat himu with uncommon refpeft. 

[Note, his family were releafed from prifon, 
at Chalons t and afterwards baniflied.] 

* IX» At Paris, his condemnation is confirmed, oa 

which, he is fent to La Tournelle. 
X. La Toumelle is diftinguifhed from Les Tournelles. 
XL Mr. DE Marolles writes to his family and 

friends, and gives confiderable proofs of his 

faith and patience. 

XII. He 

s 

* ^0. IX. p. 9, 1, 19^ ii wantipg ; and No. X, p. 1 1, L 9, (houki bf XI* 



vi cosrzffTs* 

XII. He is viiited by the Procuratot General, and 
by the Prefident of the Court of Juftice. H« 
is temptedy without fuccefs, to renouace his 
difTent from the Church of Rome. 

XIII. His confliftt lapfe, and recoivery* 

XIV. His fufierings and behaviour at La ToumdU. 
His removal to Les Toumelles. 

XV. He is vifited again by the Procurator General. 

XVI. He is vifited by CounfeUor Retkauo. 
XVJL Letter from Mr. de Marolles to Mr.. 

JURISU. 

XVIU- letter from Mr. de Marolles to a 

German Minifter. 

XIX* He is repeatedly offered his liberty, on con- 
dition of his confenting to be inftruSed ; but 
refolutely rejeds the propofal. 

XX. His concern for his family. He is vifited by 
his wife. Hears, and refutes the report of 
his being infane. 

XXI. The CAj/« departs ixom Paris. The afieS. 
ing fcene defcribed. 

XXII. Mr. Dji Marolles writes letters from 
Dijon^ and Marjeilles. He informs his friends 
of his fufieringSy and ficknefs^ 

XXIII. In the Hofpital, at Marfeilles^ he enjoys 
the company of Mr. le Fevre. Three 
hundred Jlffues obtain their pardon ; but he is 
left without relief. 

XXIV. The reafon why he was treated with fuch 
feverity. He is ordered to America ; but not 
fent thither, being declared an Invalid^ ^is 
letter to his fon on that fubjed. 

XXV. b:^ 



€ O N T B N T S; VU 

XXV. His letter to his wife, containing a defcrip- 
tion of his drefs^ and labour, on board the 

galley. 

XXVI • Another letter to his wife^ in which he again 
attempts to foften the report of his fuSer- 
^ ings« 

XXVII. The fame fubjeS; continued, in a letter to 
^is fon. 

XXVIII. A letter from La Tiere to his wife. 

XXIX. Another letter to his wife. His refolution 
to write to her as often as poflible. 

XXX. His conferences at the Bijhop of MarfeiUes*. 
Apprehenfions from them. His interview 
with the Bijhop of Marfeilles. 

XXXI. Another letter to his wife. Kchcun of 150 
Jlaves arrive at Marfeilles, 

XXXII. He is taken from the gallies, and thrown 
into a dungeoriy in the citadel of Marfeilles. 
His dungibn defcribed. , 

XXXIII. No letter is received from Mr. de 
MarolleS/ for three years: but, by letters, 
written in 1691, 1692, we learn, that his 
fuflPerings, and piety ^ were very great, in 
that awful period of his perfecution. 

XXXIV. The unfuccefsful attempts ©f his friends 
to procure him relief. His remarks on that 
fubje£t. 

XXXV. A further defcription of hi6 dungeon^ and 
fufFerings, at Marfeilles, 

XXXVI. His letter to a fellow fuffercr. 

XXXVI f. Mr. 



-viii q o N T E N T a.' 

XXXVII. Mr. DE Marolles encourages him- 
felf, and his fellow CmfeJJhr^ to perfevere. 

XXXVIII. His laji letter to his wife. His un- 
common conflict, and gracious deliverance. 

XXXIX. His continued forrows. and ^^^7/^. 
XL. A letter from Marfeilles^ on the fame fubjeft. 
XLI. The concluding account of Mr« ds 

MAROiLES. 

APPENDIX- 

I. Reafons for republifhing this Hiflory. 

II. Dr. Priestley's Apology for his Edition of 

the Sufferings of. Mr. de Marolles, and 
of Mr, LE Fevre examined, and difap- 
proved. 

III. Several of Dr. Priestley's obfervations oit 

the fufFerings> and behaviour^ of Mr. de 
Marolles, quoted, and recommended. 

IV. Additional obfer^fitions introduced, from the 

Edition which is here Abridged. 

V. Concluding obfervations, by the Authour of 

this Abridgment. 



IN TRODUCTION. 



THE firft principles df natural religioit 
teach us, there is a God: There is a 
Providence : There is a future State. Thefc 
fadls, however, have neither been well un- 
derftood, nor properly regarded, without the 
light of revelation. Ail our light hath a 
Father : and, according to its kind, it de- 
clares his glory. But as one flar differeth 
from another ftar in glory, fo doth the re- 
vealed word of Promtfe excell every other 
ray of light. God hath magnified it 
above all his Name. Believers regard it a$ 
the word of truth, the gofpel of their falva- 
tion, and as that vivifying word, by which 
they are made partakers of the divine 
Nature \ by which alfo they efcape the cor- 
ruption that is in the world through lull. 

Providence, like the cloud which went 
before the fons of Jacob, is always fubfer- 
vient to the word of God •, and it may be 

A confidered 
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confidered as a comment on the facrcd textL 
But this comment, like the ctoudy pillar, is 
both opaque and lumindUs* They who fear 
God, are guided by it fafely ; whereas un^ 
believers gaze and cenfure, rufh on and arc 
confounded. 

Againff the necejjity of Providence, it has' 
been urged, '' That the world was framed 
in fuch wonderful order and perfedlion, as 
to (land in no further need of the Creator's 
Superintendence -, and that his rational 
creatures were made capable of guiding 
themfelves, and governing thofe beneath 
them ; and that thereby the order of the 
world might be maintained without the 
Divine Interpoiition. — The anfwer to which 
is, that every part of this pretence is 
groundlefs. It is demonftrable that the very 
materiat ^oi\di cannot be kept in order by 
fecond c'aufes, but continually flands in need 
of the Creator's Influence, as might be 
iliewn at large. And much kfs could the 
order and hniinony of the intelle£lual world 
be maintained without Divine Adminiftra-. 
tion. It is true, men are endued with rea- 

fon. 
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fonj and angels with more; but yet both 
men and angels being endued alfo with 
liberty, might adt againft the light of 
their own minds, and fall into diforder; 
and accordingly both have adually done 
fo. On which account, were it not for 
God's Providence and Government, it is 
evident that the moral world, as well as the 
natural^ would become a mere Chaos, and 
fall into inextricable confufion. Is it not 
neceflary for the public fecurity, that evil 
men and evil angels be curbed and reftrainqd? 
Is it not neceflary that innocence be pro- 
tedted, and virtue encouraged ? That guilt 
be expofed and profecuted, and vice and 
villany checked and punifhed ? And how 
fliould any thing of this kind be efFcdlually 
done, if God did not fit at the helm, diredl 
all affairs, and difpofe of all events, accor- 
ding to the rules of righteoufnefs and truth. 
•—But in order to difcover the weaknefs of 
this plea, we need only take notice how it 
would hold in human Eftablifhments. Is 
any thing to be done without rulers and 
governors ? And fuppofing a fet of laws, 
of the beft laws, already madej will they. 

A 2 execute 



execute themfelves ? 'Tis very true that mert 
have reafon to direct them, and laws of 
various kinds ; but *tis likewife as true, that 
many men have wild humours, fierce defires, 
and furious pafiions, which frequently 
prompt them to adl in drfiance both of law 
and reafon. On which account, and for the 
fupport of both, an executive Power is, and 
ever will be, abfolutely neceflary in all States 
and Communities. And muft not this ob- 
fervation hold much ftronger in refpedt of 
thfc whole Creation ? If the feveral focieties 
among men require rulers and governors, 
and cannot fubfift without them; what can wc 
think of the Univerfe itfelf ? Muft not the 
Whole ftand in greater need of Government 
than any Part ? Moft certain therefore it 
is, that the all-wife Creator would never 
produce fuch a great and glorious Syftem, 
and then leave it in a Hate of Anarchy \ this 
being utterly inconfiftcnt with all the rules 
of w ifdom we are capable of difcovering 
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By thefe, and many other invincible ar- 
guments, the necejftty of Divine Providence 
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ts evident. But the fA^ is open to daily 
tollbfervation, and is riioft firmly fixed, in 
pious minds, as a matter of belitf. They 
doubt not, but " The eyes of the Lord 
run to and fro through the earth, to fiiew 
irficmfelves ftrong in behalf of them whofe 
heart is perfed: before him.'* They fay, 
^ The Lord reigneth, let the earth rejoice, 
Th^ Lord reigneth, let the people tremble.** 

*' Should we go on to enquire how God 
governs the Univerfe, and prefume to fearch 
Mit6 tiie methods and meafures of Divine 
Providence, we may eafily bewilder our* 
jelves in a fpeculation vaftly too high for us. 
We have all the reafon in the world to af- 
fure ourfelves that God's Government is 
moft perfed:, in all refpeAs ; but to acccUnt 
for the direction and difpofal of particular 
events, and to difcover how far they come 
under, and coincide with general laws, 
ieem undertakings far above our prefent 
faculties, f** 

Providence has been confidered, " As an 
intclledual knowledge, both forefeeing, 
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caring for, and ordering all things ; and as 
THAT which doth not only behold all paft, 
all prefent, and all to come, but as the caufi 
of their fo being \ which Prefcience^ limply 
taken, is not J."— On this great, myfterious 
fubjedt, the ableft pens in all communities, 
and in all countries, have been employed. 
None of them to a better purpofe than thofe 
pens which have been made and ufed in 
afflidlion. Writers of diftinguifhed piety have 
left behind them fuch lefTons of inftrudtion, 
which bear date from their peculiar trials, as 
the laboured efforts of men at eafe havefeldom 
produced. The poft of human obfervation 
is often perihus ; and in the greateft perils 
thofe objedts and fadls have been vifible, 
which they who live in peace and fafety, 
may have heard of, but never faw. 

The following Difcourfe of Mr. Lewis 
DE Marolles, was put into my hands more 
than feven years ago. I read it with advan- 
tage \ and I wiftied to edify others by pub- 
lifhing the life and labours of that honeft 

mant After fome fearch* I jnet with The 

Hiftory 

+ Sir Walter Raleigh. 
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Hiftory of his Sufferings, publifhed in 171a, 
and faid to be Done newly out of French. 
After many thoughts on this fubjedt, I deter- 
mined to abridge that Account, and to 
annex to the Abridgment, a tranflation of 
his Discourse sur la Providencr. 

The Hiftory which is liere abridged, 
was written by Mr. Jaquelot ; and it was 
dedicated, by a fon of Mr. de Maroll-es, 
'to Mr. Heinsius, Counfellor and Pen- 
fionary of Holland and fVeft Friezland. 
To this Hiftory, printed in 171 2, there 
is added. An Account of the Torments 
wliich the French Protestants endure 
Abroad in the Gallies; written by JoHisr 
BiON, fometime Prieft and Curate of the 
Parifli of Urjy^ in the Province of Burgundy^ 
j^nd Chaplain to the Superbe Gailey 19 thp 
Pjench Service. 

In the year 1788, Dr. Priestley repub* 
liftied " An Hiftory of the Sufferings of 
Mr. Lewis de Marolles," which I have 
read with attention. But as Dr. Priestlev 
Jias *• made no alterations, excepting of g 

A 4 few 



( V"i ) 

few words and phrafes which were become 
obfolete, and fometimes in the divifion of 
fentences and paragraphs,'* his edition gave 
me but little afliftance in forming this 
Abridgment. 

The liberties I have taken, to make the 
narrative more plain, or more pleafing, to 
the Reader, are only fuch as permit me tot 
pay a due regard to truth. 
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ABRIDGMENT 

O F 

Mr. JJ^UElOr's HISrORT 

OF TH E 

SUFFERINGS and MARTYRDOM 

o F 

Mr. DE MAROLLES. 



I. ]y if R. LEWIS DE MAROLLES wa« 
^•▼JL born about the year 1629, z% 
Cbampagnej of an antient family, very noted 
for their Ikill in law. He dwelt at St. MenC" 
houU^ where he exercifed the office of tjic 
King's Counfellor and Receiver of the Confign-r 
ments ; his religion making him incapable of 
any other poft, 

II. Mr. DE Marolles was loved and 
cfteemed by all thofe who knew him ; becaufc 
he was of a fweet and eafy temper, and of a 

pleafant 
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plcafant and agreeable converfation. Had he 
loved the world, he would have appeared 
among the learned with diftindlion : for he 
was a good Philofopber and MaibematiciaHy 
and particularly (killed in . Algebra. But he 
was contented to live a quiet and obfcure 
life, in the place of his nativity, amorigft 
his relations, who are the moft noted per-p 
fons in St. MenebouU. Here he made it his 
chief bufinefs to inftrudt himfelf in religion, 
and to grow apd advance in pi^ty. T^iis 
virtue was in him a truly chriftian grace ; 
founded upon the knowledge, and upon a 
lively perfuafion of the truth, of his duty. 
It was not the effed of a phlegmatic and 
difordered temper, which fometimes puts 
en the appearance of piety, the better to 
judge and, cenfure all mankind. Never was 
jany man more agreeable and pleafant in 
'Zvcxy thing, wherein piety was not con- 
cemed. He made ufe of mufick for his 
recreation, and fometimes of hunting to 
preferve his health. In a word, he was 
cfteemed by all that knew him, and affec- 
tionately loved by all his friends : always of 
a frnooth and equal temper, always {hewing 

an 
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an honed and becoming gravity, without 
feeing crabbed and troublefome -, always of 
a cheerful humour, fupported by the beauty 
and good difpofition of his mind, having a 
heart fatisfied and contented with his ^pn- 
ditipn. 

III. The Edia of Nanis^ (granted by 

Henry IV. in the year 1598,) was rc-^ 

voked by Lewis XIV. in 1685. By this 

event, the Protestapits, in Francey were 

expofed to all the horrours of Perfecution; 

On the approach of this terrible tempeft, 

Mr. DE Marolles endeavoured to quit the 

Kingdom : but was perfuaded to fettle in 

^Iface.'-^ln order to comprehend the reafon 

which dfew hin^ into thofe parts, you muft 

know, that fome Protestants going fromt 

Champagne to T^orrainy bordering upon the 

Dutchy of DeuDC Fonts j the inhabitants of the 

county of Sarbruck and Alfatia^ had beeji 

prevailed upon, by Monsieur, the Intendant 

of GouPELLiER, to fcttlc thcmfelvcs in that 

country ; by his afluring them, with an oatb^ 

that no perfon fhould be molefted, pr dif- 

fufbed, and that the exercife of religion 

which 
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which was ellablifhed at Lixim and Bourbac^ 
ihould be preferved; becaufe the King had a 
mind to populate and re-eftablilh that defo- 
)ate and ruined country. 

IV. Thus encouraged, but deceived, our 
martyr^ with Madam Mary Gommerit his 
wife, (the daughter of M. Gommeret, 
formerly a famous and noted magiftrate of 
Sedan^ and very high in the efteem of M. 
the Marftial de Fapere,) fettled them- 
felves at Uxim. He had four children ; 
two daughters are now with their mother* 
in a fociety of Ladies of Quality, at 
Harlem ; from whom they receive all man- 
ner of confolation^ The two fons are in 
the Service. The eldeft, who had his leg 
broke twice -, once at the battle of Landen^ 
and another time by an unfortunate acci- 
dent, is an Officer in the Earl of Alber- 
MARLE*s regiment. The youngeft, i$; an 
Enfign in the regiment of M. de St. 
Amand: both of them arc loved and efteemed 
by thofe that know then^. They were very 
young when their Father attempted to go 
out of France. But God, who called him to 
glorify his Name, and to carry along with his 
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chains the good odour of the RfiFORMATioif^ 
even to the Pr^eiorium, fufFered him to be 
flopped, with his whole family, on Sunday 
the fecond of December, 1685, upon th< 
territories of France^ two leagues on this fide 
the Rbiney h^ one M. Bourbox, ain Jid-M/^'cr 
of S/raJiurgy accompanied by two Cavx. 
liers. They were all of them conveyed to one 
of the prifons of the city, and put into a 
fquare tower, which Hands in the middle of 
the river. 

V. We muft> in this place, hear what 
he faith himfelf. 

" A little while after I had been here, 

M. the ]\^Iarquis de Chamilly, Govenor^ M. 

DB LA Grange, the Intendant^ together with 

the Major^ and Aid-Major Bourbon, came 

to interrelate and examine me, I told 

them the naked truth of things, without 

difguife, or xlillimulation : after which they 

departed. The next morning, Madam^ the 

Governefsy gave herfelf the trouble to vifit 

us- After having told us that Ihe fympa- 

thized in our difgrace, fhe faid there was a 

remedy to be had; that it lay in our power, 

and 
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and that wc mull obey the Kinsi^s bfders^' 
and get ourfelves in{tru£Ied\ that Ihe would 
fend us fome father Jefuits for that pur- 
pofe. I anfwei-ed her, that, as to my part, 
I. found myfelf fufficiently inflruSiedy but 
that I would not refufe to hear thofe whom 
flie (hould do me the honour to fend me.** 

I fhall not relate all thofe conferences and 
converfations, in which this faithful chriftian 
difcovered his knowledge, and the folid 
foundations of his faith. It is fufEcient to 
fay, that he confirmed his fentiments by 
reafon, by the word of God, and by fomc 
paflages of the Fathers. 

VI. Th6 17th of January, ifi86, he 
was removed from Strajburg to Chalons^ 
with his family ; where he arrived on Mon- 
day, the 28th of January. They carried 
thf m in-a waggon, attended by M. Bourbon 
the Aid^Major^ together with an Officer and 
five troopers. . He was put into the prifon of 
the city of Chalons, where he continued juft 
fix weeks. He was immediately vifited by 
the Bijhop of Chalons^ who is now Arch- 
hfljop of Paris. We niuft do him juftice, 

and 
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4nd fay, that the zeal which he hath for 
his religion, is as conformable to his cha- 
rader, as the perfccuting fpirit of feveral 
other Bijhops is far from it. He wrote to 
Monjieur de Chamilly, in favour of Mr. de 
Marolles, fo foon as he knew of his con- 
finement at Sirajburg : and, in the vifit 
which he made him at Chalons^ he told him, 
that if he could, he would conceal him 
under his robe. 

VI L During the firft four weeks that 
our martyr continued at Chalons^ he had 
liberty enough. The Ecckfiaftics, who be- 
lieved themfelves able to cope with him, at 
fifft, were eager to fignalize themfelves ; but 
when they found his conflancy to be invin- 
cible, they locked him up in a dungeon^ 
• 

without fuffering him to fee any perfon for 
the fpace of fifteen days. After which, he 
was brought to judgment the ninth of 
March, and fentence was pronounced againft 
him by torch-light. Here follows a copy of 
his fentence : 

" We adjudge that the faid dk 

Marolles, is declared, proved, and con- 

vided 



( 8 ) 

f iftcd of being apprehended, endcavoui-ing 
to go out of the Kingdom^ with his family, 
contrary to his Majefty's Edidls, and De- 
clarations ; for reparation whereof, we have 
condemned, and do condemn, the faid or 
Marolles, pfifoner, to ferve the King for 
ever, as a Jlave, on board the gallies ; and 
his perfonal goods ^nd chatties forfeited to 
the Ktng^ by this our fentence, judgment 
and decree. Done in the Council Chamber, 
or open Court, the ninth of March, i686. 
Signed at the bottom, Sebille. ' C. Jour- 

DAIN, J. JOURDAIN BaUGIER, LE VauTREL, 

Deu du Vieux Dampierre, Rambourgh ; 
all Counfellors to the King^ in the Bailiwick, 
and Prefidial Court of Chalons^ in the year 
and day abovementioncd. Signed, Domp- 

MARTIN. 

Signed and Delivered the prefent Copy 
to the faid Lewis pe Marolles, Prifoner 
in the Royal Goal of Chalons^ nominated in 
the fentcnce above tranfcribed, fpeaking to 
himfelf that he may not plead ignorance.'* 

VIIL This ninth of Mafch, when fen- 
tcnce was pronounced againft Mr. de 

> Marolles 
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Marolles, was on a Saturday. The Monday 
following, they took him out of the dungeon 
to convey him, in a waggon, to Paris^ at- 
tended by three archers from Chalons. .The 
youngcft of his fons, (the eldeft being gone 
from that city,) prefented himfelf upon the 
way, to accompany his father. The archers 
fuffered him to ride in the waggon with 
him, and treated the prifoner with as much 
civility as could be expeded from thofe 
fort of pcrfons. They had a certain refpec^: 
for him which virtue begets in the hearts 
of the moll barbarous. They told him 
they did not fear he would make his 
efcape out of their hands, and did not mind 
to guard him with that feverity and exadt- 
nefs which they generally ufed towards gallr/^ 
flaves. 

He arrived at the Conciergerie* ^ Thurfday, 
the 14th of March, 1686. His fon went 
with him into the chamber, where they im- 
mediately put the prifoners that came from 

B all 

^So ihdy call at Paris the common Jail of that 
place, fuch as our Newgate in London. 
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jclT parts, till they had informed thertifefvcsr 
of the nature of their condemnation. The 
night approaching, he afked if he might 
return the next day to fee his father* 
They told him he might. But coming, 
thither the next morning, he was told he 
muft fee him no more. I find a note 
therein he hath written as follows : 

" I was put into a dark dungeon, where 
1 have been thefe iwo months, without feeing 
any body. On Saturday, the nth of May, 
1686, I was brought before my Judges^ 
at the court where criminal caufes are tried ^ 
bur, contrary to what is ufual, my judgment 
was deferred till Tuefday, the 14th of .the 
fame month -, and my condemnation of 
Chalons was confirmed the fame day. About 
two o'clock in the afternoon, they, put the 
irons upon my hands, put me into a coach^ 
and I was carried to La Tcurnelk, where I 
€ntered> making the twenty-fixth Galerien'^, 

X. La Tournelle was a paface in Henrv" 
the Second's time-, but now they fend the 
perfons thither who are condemned to the 

gallics 
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galUeSy until the departure of the Cbainr I 
muft inform the reader, that the Chamber of 
La Tournelle, is a Chamber, or Court, belong- 
ing to the Parliament of P^m, where criminals 
are tried, that it may not be confounded 
with Le Tournelky or rather Les Tournelles^ . 
whither they fend the perfons condemned 
to the gallies till their departure. 

X. Thus our martyr entered upon one 
of the firft theatres in the world, where he 
maintained the profeffion of his faith, in 
oppofition to the threats and promifes of 
his perfecutors, with courage and mildnefs, 
and to the edification of all good perfons. 
As foon as he arrived at La Tournelle^ and 
was loaded with chains, having fome fpare 
moments to write to his family and friends, 
he employed thofe moments to their com-- ) 
fort, by giving them an account of the ' 
flate of his foul, and the tranquility of his 
heart, putting his truft in God, and count- 
ing himfelf happy in that he fuffered for 
the glory of his Name, and of his Truth, 
We have all his letters, written with his 
own hand, which I fliall not give to the 

3 2 public, 
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public, becaufe it would require a volume 
to contain them ; it being my defign only to 
give an Hiftory of his Sufferings, in which 
are undeniable proofs of the mod remark- 
able effeds that hope, piety, and the grace 
of God can produce. 

XII. In one of his letters, dated from 
La Tournelle^ the 6th of May, 1 686, he ' 

fays, 

** I was put into d dark dungeon in the 
Conciergerie^ where I have been buried for 
thefe Jix months. On the morning of my 
arrival, I was twice brought before the 
Procurator General^ in a Chamber of the 
Conciergerie. I returned fuch anfwers to the 
queftions which he put to me, as Jefus 
Chrift infpired me with, according to his 
promife. He made me another vifit, and 
gave me this teftimony. That it was ad- 
mirable to fee me do that for error, which 
none of them perhaps, would do for the 
truth. A little while after, the chief Prefi-^ 
dent had me brought out of the dungeon^ 
with the greateft honour in the world. 

When 
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When I was come to the Chamber where he 
waited for me, he caufed all his attendants, 
confifting of fix or feven perfons of merit, 
to go out, and honoured me with a private 
conference for the fpace of two hours. He 
cxprefled towards me much goodnefs, and 
defire to ferve me, and as foon as he wa» 
gone out, he betook himfelf to his company 
again, and faid, (as 1 was informed by one 
of my friends who was prefent,) J am come 
frptn difcowjtng with a good man. Thefe are 
only words ; but yet they afford fome com- 
fort. I did likewife receive feveral marks of 
favour and goodnefs from the Preftdent of 
the Court oi Justice where I was condemned. 
He talked with me at the door of the dun- 
geoHj and after fome difcourfe, he told m^, 
that ic was with great grief and forrow, 
that he faw me there ; that he wifhed I 
might be feized with fome light ficknefs, tp 
have an occafion to take me out, and put 
KVe into the Infirmary ; that whenever I 
defired to fpeak with him, I needed but to 
tell the Jailer^ who Ihould acquaint him 
with it, and he would not fail to come to 
(he Conciergerie to fee me. M thofe gentle 

B g mcticds 
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methods bad their end and view \ hut they were^ 
I thank God^ unfuccefsfuU God having put 
it into my heart to continue faithful to 
him, even unto dea:h if need required. 

XIII. In another letter, dated from La 
^ournelle^ the 2d of July, he informs us of a 
combat, in which he had yielded up againft 
his own heart and mind. He confeffes, that 
being m the prifon of Chalons^ the tears of a 
wife, and a family, which were dear to him, 
and which were not able to move him at 
Strajhurgy joined to thofe of two brothers- 
in-law, who came to fee him at Chalons^ 
induced him to accept certain propofals 
which were made to him, by two of the 
moft eminent and confiderablc perfons of 
the Province. I have been informed, that 
thofe propofals were to defire his liberty, in 
order to inJlruSi himfelf more fully, in the 
controverfies which occafion our feparation 
from the church of Rome. 

*' But (faith he) a few days after, God 
Jiaving given me to underft^nd my fault, 
^nd having afforded me an opportunity of 
repaiiing it, I embraced it with joy, fervency 

and 
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«nd t^ars ; and that Father of Mercies y/ho 
knows how to produce light out of darknefs, 
made ufe of my infirmities thereby to give 
me that .ftrength and ftedfaftnefs which I 
have fince had. This gives me reafon to hope, 
chat he will continue this favour to me unio 
the end, and, that he will always proportion 
his gifts, and graces, to the trials to which it 
ihall pleafe him to expofc me. The pre- 
ceding trials mifEng of their end, they made 
me new offers, M^hich affedled me yet lefs 
than the former. I rejeded them all with- 
out deliberating upon them •, at which they 
were fo enraged that I was the next day put 
into a dungeon^ where I lay thirteen days 
before my condemnation. This paflcd at 
Chalons. — Being in the Conciergerie at PariSj 
one of my friends, Tutcr to the children of 
the King and Madame MoNTEst>AN, came, 
with his Majefifs permiflion, to fee me. He 
propofed I fhould go to the Bifjop of Meaux 
to get myfelf inJiruSled, (this is their way of 
fpeaking.f) I returned him thanks, and 
gflurfid him, that it was not in the power of 

B ^ time 
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time to change my light and knowledge; 
and that I was perfuade4 that the Bijhop of 
Mcaux could not fatisfy me any more than 
the Qther Bifiops which I had already feen. 

XIV. After having languifhed two months 
in a dungeofiy he was brought before the 
Court on Saturday, the 1 1 th of May, 1 68ff. 
We are informed of what paffed there by a 
letter which he wrote to his fifter- in-law 
dated from La Tournelle^ the 17th of May. 

** I have been two full months, with feven 
miferable wretches, condemned either to the 
gallieSy ox to be hanged and broken alive 
upon the wheel, in a dungeon fo dark, that I 
could not well difcern their f^ces. They 
have all been troubled with rheums and 
fluxes, which God hath preferved me from, 
although I am old, and they all of them 
young. The nth of this month I was taken 
put of the dungeon^ (contrary to my expeAa- 
tion, for I pxpedled they would let me rot 
thfre,) an4 brought to the Cfiminal court to 
be judged. The PreftdenJ of the houfe, 
'^vho was at the head of my Judges^ ordered 
jpe to fit down upon the prifoner's ftpo^, and 

^ooli 
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took my oath to fpcak the truth. 1 anfwcrcd 
to all he defired to know of me ; after which 
he made me an exhortation, and bid me 
think ferioufly with myfelf, that it was not 
tb^ that fhould judge me, but that the de- 
claration of the King did exprefsiy mention 
my condemnation. I returned him thanks 
for his g6odnefs which he expreffed towards 
me, and told him that I was in no great 
trouble to deliberate ; that my refplution 
was fixed long ago, and that I refigncd my- 
felf to the Court, and was ready to fufFer the 
penalties to which they fhould think fit to 
condemn me; that how great and feverefoever 
they might be, they would be lefs uneafy to me 
than to a6l againft the lights of my confcievce^ 
and live like a hypocrite. They ordered me 
thereupon to withdraw, and I was conveyed 
back to my dungeon. I expc(2:ed tP b<? con- 
dudled in the afternoon to Les foumelles \ but 
they deferred my judgment till Tuefday fol- 
lowing, the 14th of May, and three or four ^ 
hours after they carne to carry me away; 
they put manacles upon my hands, and fo 
conducted lyie, in a coach, to Les ^otirnelles. 
The Gpverngr of Tournelles knowing who I 

was. 
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gloty of God, and my own falvation, but 
wanted knowledge; that he would come 
again to fee and talk with me within a 
little time; that there was nothing which he 
would not either do, or give, to deliver mc 
out of my mifery. 1 told him, that I did, 
with much thankfulnefs and refpcA, receive 
the tokens of his goodnefs which he was 
plcafed to {how me-, after which he de-* 
parted*** 

XVI. Three day*s after this, he received 
another vifit, of which we have likewife 
an account written with his own hand, 

<^ Monday, the 27tjh of May, 1686, be- 
tween feven and eight o'clock in the even- 
ing, a Counfellor belonging to the Court of 
La Tournelky who fat next to, and on the right 
hand of the Pre/i4ent of the Houfe, whei\ I 
was brought into the Court befoi^e my trial, 
came to vifit the pnfoners at Les Tournelles. 
After he was gone out, Mr. le Roi, our 
head keeper, took me out of the place where 
we are, and brought me into a Chamber 
which is called the Council Chamber,, where 
Iphe Coujifcllor waited for me- I had oiy 
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ihain about my neck. He told me, with all 
' the ingenuity and candour in the world : Ail 
our Affembly, Sir, are touched with grief 
for the mifery to which they know you arc 
reduced, and I come to folicit you to de* 
liver yourfelf out of it. We know that you 
have lived like a very honeft man, and that 
you proceed from a very good family, Con- 
fider with, and examine yourfelf, by the 
rules both of policy and confcience. Before 
feven or eight months are at an end, your 
religion Ihall be no more mentioned in France. 
Even at prefent, there are very fevere EdiSh 
againft the new converts who do not do their 
duty. In other places, your religion hath 
been extinguilhed this 1 30 years. But I do 
not come hither to difpute with you about 
it. You know, that it hath fublifted and 
continued in the kingdom only upon fuffe- 
rance and toleration, and out of a neceffity 
pf appealing and putting an end to the 
troubles. It lies wholly in your power 
to advance yourfelf higher than you have 
ever yet been, and to procure peace to your 
family." 

" I 
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•* I anfwered, that I was very ihuch ob- 
liged to their illuftrious affcmbly, for paflfing 
fo favourable a judgment upon me, and for 
the goodnefs which they exprefs towards me^ 
and to himfelf in particular, for the marks 
which he gave me of his good will ; that I 
did return them all a thoufand thanks -, but 
that nothing Ihould ever be able to make 
me do any thing againft my confcuncey and 
that I had but little regard for all the ad van* 
tages of this life. TJiat if it were true I was 
in an error, and it (hould pleafe God to con- 
vince me of it, by giving me new lights and 
knowledge, I Ihould not fail to follow them 
with much zeal and joy, out of a fole view 
to the glory of God. I faid, moreover, that 
the Edi^.oi Nantz was to reward the good 
fervices which Henry the Fourth had re- 
ceived from Protestants, rather than to 
appeafe the troubles which were then allayed ; 
the arms being laid down, and the King in 
the peaceable poffeffion of the Crown. I faid 
nothing of religion, becaufe he faid that be 
was not come to difpute with me ahut it. This 
good Counfellor went away a little after, 
. defiring me to think ferioufly upon what he had 

faid 
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faid to me. Mr. le Roi told me, as he carried 
me back, that this Counfellor was fent as a 
Commiffioner by the Court of La TourneUe^ 
to fpeak' to me from the part of that famous 
Society, who were never touched with fo 
much trouble and compaffion for any perfon 
as they were For me. This Counfellor's name 
was Mr. Reynaud." 

XVII. Mr. DE Marolles wrote feveral 
letters about this period, to his wife, chil- 
dren, and friends. He wrote alfo one to 
Mr. JuRiEu, the 2d of July, in which he 
tells him, 

** The manner of my fufFering, and the 
good eye ^ith which God makes me regard 
all my fufferings, perfuades mie that he will 
give me the grace to continue * faithful to 
him, even unto death. I do not fix my eyes 
upon the condition in which I am, which 
troubles and afflidls thofe that fee it, much 
more than it does myfelf. I place them folely 
upon the rewards which God hath promifed to 
all thofe that fear his Name. I am certain, 
that the light afflidtions with which he is 
pleafed to vifit me^, will produce in me, 

according 
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according to his divine promifes, an eternal 
weight of exceeding great glory. I comfort 
myfeif becaufe the fuffcrings of /this prefent 
time, are not worthy to be compared with 
the future glory, which is to be revealed in 
us. I put my truft in what St. James fays, 
Blejfed is the man tf?at enduretb temptation : for 
when be is tried^ be Jhall receive tbe crown of 
Ufe^ wbicb the Lord bath promifed to tbem tbat 
kve bim. I rejoice that our Saviour hath 
pronounced thofe Blessed whofufferfor rigb^ 
teoufnefs fake. Thus, Sir, I make all my glory 
and happinefs to Cdnfift in this^ That my 
Redeemer doth not count me unwortby to 
fuffer for his Name fake. I fix my confidence 
upon the eternal Rock. I put all my truft 
in Him. I expedl help and fuccour from 
Him alone. I perfuade myfelf that nothing 
Ihall be able to move me, fixed upon fo 
folid a foundation. This, Sir, is my ufual 
occupation, as much as the infamous place, 
where I am confined, will permit. I call it 
infamous yh^^M^Q there is not an honcft or 
virtuous word to be heard there. It refounds 
with nothing but filthinefs and execrable 
blafphemies. They make fuch noife and 

tumult 
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tiimult all day, and for the greateft part of 
the night, that I could fcarce heretofore 
meet with one happy moment to lift up my 
heart to God. I was fo overwhelmed with 
drowfmefs, that I often fell afleep before I 
had made an end of my prayer. When I 
awaked about three or four o'clock in the 
morning, I endeavoured to keep myfelf 
awake, that I might, while the place was 
free from noife, pay my homage to God with 
fome attention* I have had more liberty 
thcfe ten or twelve days ; for, when it is 
fine weather, they fuffer the Chain to go out, 
and abide in a Court all day -, excepting fix 
of us, who are kept locked up. I fpend one 
part of this time in reading, meditation, and 
prayer; and, I likewife, take the liberty to 
fing fome pfalms ; as I have done in all the 
places of my imprifonment, without ever 
being complained of for it. You fhall have, 
in a few words, an abridgment of our mifcry: 
We lie fifty-three of us in a place, which is 
not above thirty feet in length, and nine in 
breadth. There lies on the right fide of me, 
a fick peafant with his head to my feet. 
There is fcarce one amongft us who doth 

C no); 
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not envy the condition of fcvcral dogs and 
horfes. This makes us ail defire the Chain: 
may quickly depart. They conceal the de- 
parture from us, but, as far as we can judge, 
it will depart next Saturday. Wc were 
yefterday ninety-five condemned perfons in 
number j but two of them died that day, 
and one to-day. We have ftill fifteen or 
fixteen fick, and there are but few who 
cfcape it» I have had five fits of the tertiaa 
fever; but, I thank God, I am very well 
recovered, and in a difpofition to make mjr 
journey to Marfeilles. We Ihall take in fome 
of our brethren at Burgogne, who are con- 
demned to the Chain, for the fame caufe I 
am, who have the honour to be the frjf^ 
condemned by the Parliament of Puris.** 

XVIir. We have likewLfe two' other let- 
ters, which a German minifter wrote to 
Mr. dIs Marolles in the Latin tongue, full 
of inftruftion and confolation. In one of 
the anfvvers which our martyr made him, he 
begs the affiftance of his prayers, and adds, 

" Hoping that, by means of the powerful 
afTiftance which feveral other fervants of 

God,, 
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God, as well as you, afFord me, my fuffering« 

m 

will end in the glory of our Creator, the 
edification of our brethren, and my own 
falvation. When I refledl on the merciful 
Providence of God towards me, I am raviflied 
with adniiration, and do evidently difcover 
the fecret fteps of Providence, who hath 
formed me from my youth, after a requifite 
manner to bear what I now fuffer. I have 
always had but little love for thofe things 
which worldings efteem and admire; and 
have had more care to provide for my 
foul than for my body. Although I acknow- 
ledge, to my (hame and confufion, that I 
have not ferved God fo faithfully as I ought 
to have done, and that I have not been fo 
thankful as I ought to have been, for fo 
many benefits and .favours which he hath 
conferred upon me. Yet, J have always had 
a zeal for his glory, and for his truth. Thefe 
are the holy feeds which he hath had the 
goodnefs to preferve in my heart, which, in 
this time of defolation, begin to produce in 
me the excellent truths, the fweetnefs of 
which affords me a pleafure, I am pot able 
to utter and exprefs to you. It is this happy 
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condition in which I am which affures mc^ 
that God will finifh the work which he has 
begun in me. I believe, I may fay, with 
his faithful apojiles^ that 1 am confident, 
that neither angels^ nor principalities^ nor 
powers J nor things prefenty nor things to come^ 
nor height^ nor depths nor any other creature^ 
Jhall be able to feparate me from the love which 
Cod hath Jhown me in his Son^ Jefus Chrift. I 
can truly and fincerely fay, Sir, that the 
prifons and dark dungeons in which I have 
been confined, for above thefe Jix months, 
and the chain^ which I now carry about my 
neck, have been fo far from Ihaking the 
holy refolution which God hath put into my 
heart, that it hath only ftrengthened and 
confirmed it. I have fought God in a q^uitc 
different method in my affiiSIions^ than ever I 
did in a ftate o{ prosperity : and I may fay» 
that he hath fuffered himfclf to be found by 
me. He hath very delightfully communi- 
cated himfelf to me, by the fweetnefs of hia 
confolations. In the midft of the tranfttory 
afflidlions, which it is his will that I fhouldl 
fuffer, he hath made me to tafte of folid 
good things. The evils with which I anx 
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threatened do not at all terrify me. If they 
are violent^ I am not in a condition to bear 
up long againft them; and fo a chriftian 
death will put a happy period thereto ; if 
they are moderate^ I Ihall have reafon to blefs ' 
our God for it, who Ihall continue his favour 
and goodnefs towards me. Thefe confidera- 
tions make me look upon the time to com€ 
with* the eye of conftancy and aflurance.** 

XIX. They offered him his liberty only 
upon condition that he would promife to 
endeavour to get himfelf inftrudled, without 
fetting any limitted time. One of his friends 
ifiade this propofal to him from Mr. Morel, 
a rich partifan, or farmer of the King^s 
i-evenues at Vitry^ who promifed to procure 
his deliverance froin the Chain the next 
day, if he would take even an unlimitted 
time to apply himfelf in good earneft to get 
inftrudlion. This pafled about the end of 
June. Other perfons renewed the attack 
on the firft day of July, as he informs us by 
a note written with his own hand, wherein 
he gives us the reafons for his refufal. 

C 3 ." At 
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" At La Tournelle, the 17th of July, 1686, . 
ten or twelve days before our departure 
from thence, an Advocate of the Court of 
Parliament came to fee me, accompanied 
with a Lady who was unknown to me, and 
Madam Lambliu, who had done me the 
honour of a vifit in the prifon of Chalons. 
She was the wife of a trcafurer of France : 
She teflified, by her tears, that (he was 
fenfibly touched with the condition in which 
ihe faw me, and that fhe wifhed, with all 
her heart, that (he could procure my deli- 
verance out of the mifery which I fufFered. 
The difcourfe fell upon the propofal which 
h^d been made me fome days before, name- 
ly, to go to the Bijhof of Meaux to be in^ 
SlruSfed. The advocate began to fpeak upon 
this point, and employed all his rhetoric to 
prove that I ought to accept of that offer, 
and faid, he did not believe that I could 
advance any fufEcient reafon to the contrary. 
When he had made an end of his difcourfe, 
and given me place to fpeak, 1 anfwered, 
that I thought myfelf very much obliged to 
do as I did, for the following reafons: I 
faid, that in the conferences which I had 

with 
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they had not given me any manner of fatis- 
fadion in my objedlions ; that the fame 
anfwer, or much to the fame purpofe at 
leaft, had been given me at Chalons^ and 
that I had read the fame things in the works 
of the famous Mr. Arnaud, and fince they 
had not fatisfied in that Authour, they coijld 
-hot afford me more fatisfad:ion elfewhere. 
I faid, that I was very ftrongly perfuaded of 
the truth of my faith, about which I had 
no manner of doubt, and that I feared it 
was tempting God to accept the offer which 
they made me ; that, on the other hand,^ 
the fpace of eight months I had been con- 
fined, had enured me to fufferings -, that by 
that means, God had difcovered to me the 
vanity of this life, and all that is here below; 
that thereby he had broken afunder moft of 
the bands and ligaments which engaged me 
to the world, and had put into niy heart a 
great difrelifh for the earth, and an ardent 
defire after heaven. I faid^ that I efleemed 
this flate fufficiently happy to think ferioufly 
how to preferve it. I added, that all the 
civilities which I was perfuaded I fhbuld 

C 4 receiv^e 
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receive from fo famous and noble a Prelate^ 
and the conliderable alteration 'which ivould 
happen to my condition, would make me, 
within a few days, forget all my miferies, 
and would root in my heart the love of the 
world, and pleafures of life, more ftrongly 
perhaps than ever, to plunge me again into 
mifery without any certainty of receiving fo 
much favour and affiftance from God therein 
as I have already received. I faid, that for 
thofe reafons, I had refolved to follow my 
vocation^ and to end my days in fufFering, 
if it was the will of God, That as to tho 
reft, I did, with very great acknowledg-» 
ments, and thankfulnefs, receive the tokens 
which he gave me of his charity ^nd af-. 
fedion," 

*' Since then he came feveral times to fee 
me, always backing what he advanced in 
the flrongeft arguments he could. The laft 
time that he faw me, which was on Monday 
the 15th of July, 1686, he told Mr. le Roi, 
our head keeper, that he came by orders of 
the Procurator General The next day the 
Procurator General honoured me with a vifit, 

and 
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* 

and told me, that he came to try yet again, 
if before our departure for Marfeilles^ there 
were yet any room left to refcue me from 
the Chain and mifery ; and he afked me if 
there was no alteration in me. When I had 
returned him the thanks due to his civility, 
I told him, that all my misfonunc had 
wrought no change upon the difpolition of my 
heart, no more than upon that of my mind. 
He then departed. — The Chain is to depart 
next Saturday, the 20th of this month." 

XX. Wc have given an idea of his piety 
and his conflicts, wc muft lay him open on 
all fides, and confider this great foul in all 
the different occurrences and concerns of 
life. His God poflefled, and wholly filled 
him: after which, the cares of his family 
fucceeded in their order. Upon his firft 
coming to La Tpurnelle^ he acquainted his 
wife, with that freedom of fpirit which he 
generally ufed. He fays, 

*' I informed you, my dear child, that 
my judgment was confirmed this morning, 
by fentence of the Court, and that I am, at 
prefent, at La Tournelky with Mr. Le Fevre, 

which 



(34 ) 

which is no" fmall comfort to me. * Al- 
thcHigh I have a great dcfire to fee you, yet 
it is fo hot, that I advife you to (lay till to- 
morrow morning ; but fend to me imme- 
diately, De Marolles and his brotbery that I 
may have the fatisfaftion to fee them, and to 
receive a true and exadt account of your ftatc 
and condition. I meet here with fomethin^ 
more agreeable and more grievous than in 
the dungeon ; but we muft fubmit to all.'* 

His wife, under the greateft afflidlion, 
that can be imagined, vifited him as often 
as Ihe could, and put her hands through the 
grate to wafli the wounds which the chain 
had made upon him, with water in which 
muflcet balls had been fteeped. She heard 
one day that the Clergy had fpread a report 
in PariSy that he was bejides himfelf. This 
infamous fraud was contrived to allay the 
wonder and admiration which the conftancy 
of our martyr raifcd in all that great city. 
As foon as he was informed of it, he pro- 
pofed a problem to the learned, to the end 
that they might exercife themfelves in the 
f$lution of it, and thereby judge of the litua- 

tioa 
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tion of his mind, aad of the nature of the 
calumny which had been forged againft him. 

XXI. At length the Chain departed from 
Paris, on Saturday the 20th of July. . Mr. 
DE Marolles had then the fever. He had 
dreaded his forrowfuK feparation from his 
wife -, and his wife caft down, and fick with 
iiffliftion, could not be prefent at this 
mournful departure. They had not above 
the breadth of a quay to crofs, to enter into 
the bo^t. The galerians go two by two, 
carrying a long chdin^ which pafles through 
their particular chains^ in rings : Our martyr 
was permitted, by favour, to be in the lafi 
rank. In thefe few fteps which he had to 
take, he met his children, who call them- 
felves upon his neck, and embraced him. It 
is hard to reprefent this 'forrowful adieu 
^vithout grief and emotion. One may eafily 
imagine, that this famous galerian^ who, 
fome months fince, made fo much noife at 
PariSy drew a great concourfe of people. 
Every one feemed touched with his mifery, 
and an antient roman catholic mercbantj 
breaking through the throng, came and em- 
braced. 



( 36 ) 

braced, and encouraged him, offering him 
his purfe. This man hath fince given glory 
to God^ and retired, with his family, to 
London^ there to make profeffion of the 
truth. 

XXIL Mr. DE Marolles wrote from 
DijoHy to one of his friends at Paris ; the 
letter is dated the 30th of July, ten days 
after his departure from La ^ournelle. 

•' Our treatment, faith he, is extremely 
prejudicial to me. I diflembled my condition, 
as much as poffible, at my departure. I had 
the fever on Thurfday the 1 8th of July, which 
continued on Friday, and was more violent on 
Saturday. I fet out, therefore, in this con- 
dition, after having refigned myfelf to the 
will of God ; and I have not yet wholly got 
rid of this fever, which hath been continual, 
without intermiffion. I may tell you, my 
dear lifter, that it brought me even to 
death's door •, but God, in his infinite good- 
nefs, hath raifed me up again, and I am 
now paft danger. Our captain had compaf- 
fion on me, and the fecond day he had mc 
loofed from the Chainy and kept me always 

in 
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in his chamber, or in the boat with him. I 
muft confefs, that in this journey it was, 
that I perceived, in good, earneft, that I 
fufFered. But notwithftanding this, my dear 
fifter, blefs God with me that he was pleafed 
to grant me fuch a fpeedy deliverance. — I 
perceive my ftrength fenfibly to return, and 
I hope, that before I arrive at Marfdlksy I 
ftiall be perfedly well recovered.'* 

In a letter he wrote from Marfeilles^ a 
little while after his arrival, dated the 25th 
of Auguft, he fays, 

" As I left Paris lick of a fever, it hath 
accompanied me to this place. I have 
undergone incredible fatigue, and have been 
twice at the point of death j in which con- 
dition I lay upon planks without any ftraw 
under me, and my hat for a pillow. When 
we left the water it was much worfe with us, 
"We were forced to be jumbled, fourteen 
hours a day, in a waggon ; (for all thofc 
roads are very rough and ftony) and thruft 
into dungeons. Thus my dear and true friend, 
God having thus proved me, and furniihed 
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Hit with ncceflary affiftance, he hath at 
length brought me hither pretty free from 
the fever, but very weak. It is a pityful 
fight to fee my leannefs : and what is ter- 
rible at my arrival, for Vant of examining 
into my condition, they fent me away into 
the galley. I was conduced by two of our 
guards, who fupported me, and I wrfs no 
fooner come thither but I was chained^ as 
the other galley-Jlaves were. But feveral 
Officers coming to fee our Chains had com- 
paffion on me, efpecially Mr. P , from 
whom I received infinite favours. They 
Ipake to the Major^ who fent a Surgeon to 
fee me; upon whofe report I was let loofe, 
and fent to the Hofpital where I now am. 
It is a fine place, admirably well ordered. 1 
live almoft wholly at my own charge. We 
are well ferved in it, and, in fhort, lam 
very well fatisfied. I begin to eat, and to 
recover my ftrength by degrees, and, with 
God*s affiftance, there is hopes of my perfedt 
rc,covery within a Ihort time. — I know not 
if it hath pleafed God to hear the ardent 
prayers which I have put up to him for the 
fucccfs of the journey of V erf allies ^^ and I 

wait 
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wait, with extreme impatience, to hear 
about it.'* 

By this journey of Verfailles^ he meant his 
family's departure out of the kingdom^ 
which gave him great uneafinefs, I am^ 
(faith he) in a letter of the 30th of Septem- 
ber, in daily concern for my poor family^ 
May it pleafe God to put a fpeedy end to 
that uncafinefs ! 

XXIIL He was about three weeks in the 
HofpiiaL He wrote a letter the 15 th of 
September, in which he fays, 

** The miferable journey which I have 
made, hath taught me what it is to fuffen 
Let us therefore, comfort ourfelves, my dear 
child, fince that is/ paft and gone, and I 
am in a place of reft. I live very con- 
tentedly in the company of Mr. Le Fevre^ 
who is a famous martyr^ and was an Advo^ 
cate at Chat el CJbinon, in Nivernois. We arc 
always together ; our beds join to one ano- 
ther. Frefh fupplies are daily offered to 
Mr. LE Fevre and myfelf. One M. M. a 

Banker, 
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Banker, hath ofFcrcd us money, if we have 
cxrcafion for it. Mr. La F, hath likewife 
written to me twice to offer me fome 
money. But, I thank God, we do not yet 
want it. M. P. hath my little treafure in 
his hands. He hath provided me a fteward 
at the Hofpital, to take care to buy me 
whatfoever I want, and who reckons wuth 
Mr. P. for his expences. Thus you fee, my 
dear heart, I have nothing elfe to do, but 
to pray to God, and to be cheerful. Let 
this comfort you, and give you occafion not 
to trouble yourfelf at my condition ; for it 
is eafy by the grace of God. I have further 
to tell you, that in a vilit which was made 
here, a little after our arrival, I was declared 
Invalid^ in regard to the infirmities which 
you know lam fubjedtto. Mr. de Seignelai 
fent pight or ten days fince 300 pardons for 
galley -Jlaves.^* 

XXIV. One would wonder to fee, that 
among fo great a number of pardons, there 
was not one for our martyr, although great 
intcrcellion was made for him, and his con- 
demnation had troubled his judges and all 

honelt 
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honeft ttieA. But it feems as if they had 
tnade it their bufinefs, and were in honour 
obligfed, to triumph Over his conftancy and 
piety. He tdls Us he was declared Invalid^ 
on account of his known and fecret infir- 
mities. Neverthelefs, we find him a few 
days after bn board the gallies. There are 
letters wrote on the 23d and 30th of Sep- 
tember, from on board the old galley St. 
"Jean^ where he fays, 

It is defigned, next week^ to embark an 
150 gaily Jlaves for America. I was ranked 
in this numbers but one of my friends 
told the Intendant^ that I was recovered 
from three great fits of ficknefs, which I 
have had fince my departure from La Tour^ 
nelle. The favour which he grants me is, 
that he referves me for a fecond embarka- 
tion, which is to be made towards the mid- 
dle of November: the advantage which I 
(hall gain by this delay is, that he who 
fpokc to the Intendant for me, hath the 
diredion of the veffel in which I fhall make 
the voyage. Fear nor, Sir*, this is not able 

^ This letter was written to his fon,, 

D . to 
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to (hake my conftancy : God, by his grace, 
hath fixed it upon too folid foundations. I 
can fincerely affure you, that I heard this news 
with as little emotion as I am now in at 
thofe tidings. It is no matter to me whether 
I die by land or by fea, in Europe or America. 
I am perfuaded that all kinds of death of 
God's children is precious in his eyes. I 
do likewife believe, that my death would be 
more edifying, and more glorious, if it 
Ihbuld happen during my bonds. I have 
fully refigned myfelf to the will of God. I 

am perfuaded, that all ilates and conditions 
in which it (hall pleafe him to put me, arc 
thofe ftates, in which he judges I ftiall glo- 
rify him better than in an infinite number of 
others which he might allot me. You mud 
not be affl idled ; this was decreed in heaven 
before it was appointed on earth \ andwc 
mufl: all be perfuaded that it is for our good 
Grod is thus plcafed to order it.'* 

. XXV. In his letter of the 23d of Sep- 
tember to his wife, he diverted himfelf with 
giving her the defcription of his galley-Jlave 
habit. We fh^ll make no difficulty of giving 

fomc 
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fome cxtraidls of this letter, which Ihcw his 
great foul in its natural ftate^ and in the 
femiliarity of a hufband who opens his breaft 
to his wife. 

" I live, (fays he) at prefent, altogether 
alone. They bring me food from abroad, 
bread and meat, at the rate of nine fous per 
day. I am furniftied with wine in the galley 
for nothing, and with fome of the King's 
bread. He that fupplies me with wine eats 
with me, and he is a very honeft man. I 
am treated with civility by all on board the 
galley^ feeing that the Officers vifit me. I 
am getting a quilt made to-day. I intend 
to buy flieets, and am going to work to pro- 
cure my eafe* You will fay, perhaps, that 
I aun an ill-manager ; but I have had enough 
of lying upon the hard boards ever fince 
Tuefday till this time. If you were to fee 
me in my fine galley -Jlave habit, you would 
be raviftied with admiration. I have a fine 
little red jacket, made juft after the falhion 
of the carrier's frocks oi Ardennes. It is put 
on like a fhirt, for it opens but half way 
before. I have likewife, a fine recj cap, two 

D 2 pair 
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pair of breeches, tvio fliirts, with threads as 
big as my "^nger, and dockings. My clothes 
of hberty are not loft ^ and if it would pleafe 
the Kiftg to (hew me favour, 1 would take 
them again. We have the honefteft Patron 
of all the galties. He treats me with all 
manner of civility and refpeft. He will pot 
me into what place of the galley I pleafe; and 
he hath promifed me, that, when it is cold, 
he will let me lie in his cabbin. Let dl 
thefe fuccours, which God affords me, com- 
fort and rejoice thee. I am already ufed to 
the place where I am, as if I had been there 
all my life time. I am better here than in 
the Hofpital. We enjoy a good air, for 
there is none of us lick, neither are we 
peftered with ill fcents.'* 

We may judge, by the manner in which 
he defcribes his mifery, of the grcatnefs 
of his foul, the liberty of his mind, and 
the tranquility of his heart. Wc may like- 
wife conclud^^. that in fpeaking of his afflic- 
tions and fufFerings, he doth rather leflen 
than aggravate them : infomuch, that when 
he gives us a defcription of his mifery, we 

ought 
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ought to believe him upon his bare word, 
although there wanted other tellimonies. 

XXVL In a letter to his wife, of the 
6th of Odlober, 1686, we have another 
proof that our martyr lefTened the account of 
his miferies, inftead of aggravating it. He 
fays, 

** It would have troubled me very much 
to have tarried any longer in the Hofpital. 
The corrupted air which one fucks in there, 
would perhaps, have flung me into a relapfe : 
and I enjoy here a very healthful air 1 am 
exceedingly more ftrong than I was at my 
entrance into this place. 1 am fincere iti 
what I write to you ; I difguife nothing from 
you^ For a proof of which, I am going to 
tell you that which will give you trouble, 
whereas it ought to aflfbrd you joy \ for the 
remembrance of paii evils is agreeable. I 
tell you ingenuoufly, that the iron which I 
wear on my fooU althoqgh it doth not weigh 
three pounds, troubled me much more at 
firjl^ than that which you faw about my neck 
at La Tournelle. This proceeded only from 

P 3 ^y 
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ftiy great leannefs at that time } but now I 
have almoft recovered my former good ftate, 
it is not fo with me: befides, we learn 
every day to place it fo as it may give us the 
leaft uneafinefs." 

XXVIL In another letter which he wroto 
to his fon, the next day, the fame temper is; 
confpicuous. 

*' I know not (faith he) my dear childy 
what M ' ' thouglit of, when he gave an 
account of the ill treatment which the/ 
give us. At leaft, I am certain that he 
ought not to have comprehended me there* 
in, for certainly, I have been ufed very wdl 
in the HofpitaU I was vifitcd al^noft daily 

by Mr. F , Comptroller-General of 

the gallies \ a man of underftanding and 
credit. He came about feven days ago, to 
fee me in the galley where I am, and we 
continued in difcourfe together for the Ipace 
of almoft two hours, on the ftern. He always 
oflFered me money upon his own credit, and 
from his friends •, as likewife did M. Jam— 
and M. Sjel— auother Officer. You fee, 

^ therefore. 
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therefore^ that I mull be Vc^y hard to be 
fatisSed, if, in the condition in which I am, 
I am not contented therewith. You will 
fee, by the letter which I wrote to your 
mother, on thfc 23d of September, that I am 
very well here. I have not met with any 
trouble, excepting the two or three firft 
days, that I was chained upon a bench, with 
two galley-flaves day and night. But there 
arc, ^t firft y certain rules to be obferved; 
and, I thank God, they did not laft long. 
For fince that time, 1 have been let loofe 
all the' day, and have had liberty to walk to 
and fro as much as I would on the galley. 
Take fpecial care not to fpeak to your mother 
of the embarkments for America. I am, at 
preferit, very well. I live with him that 
fells the wine in our galley ; I am very well 
fed; I lie in his chamber, and we have each 
C)f us our bed* You afford me the greateft 
fatisfaftion in the world, in fending me 
word, that your aunt hath put your bufineis 
of Verfailles in a good forwardnefs, and that 
your mother is, with God's aiTiftancejin con- 
tinual hope of finifhing it.** 

D 4 By 
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By this bujinefs^ he meant their going out 
of the kingdom. On this article, he was 
anxious. " Fail not (faith he) to let me 
know what (he hath done in it, upon your 
firft knowledge. I befeech God, with all 
the powers of my foul, to grant you a happy 
iffue to this affair.*' 

XXVni. In a letter to his wife, dated 
from La Tiere^ the 24th of Odober, 1686, 
he writes thus : 

*' You muft not difturb and difquiet your-^ 
felf for me. I am, at prefent, in perfect 
health 5 but in order fully to perfuade you, 
that I will conceal nothing of my condi- 
tion from you, I give you to underftand, that 
Mr. LE Fevre, and I, are not any more fet 
loofe from the Chain^tix\\^v by day or by night; 
and that we are not any longer allowed the 
liberty of going on ihore, nor fuffered to re^ 
ceive letters, nor to write any which are not 
feen. Wherefore, if you do not meet with 
any more trifles in mine, by which I endea- 
voured to divert thee in thy trouble, be not 
affli(^ed at it> and do not impute any thing 

to 
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to me on that account. I have changed my 
galley thrice in one week. From La Grande 
St. Jean J I have been removed to La Petite, 
and from thence to La Grande Roy ale \ from 
whence I was conduced, with feveral other 
gally-Jlaves to the Pare \ a place where they 
divide them. Laftly;, I was put on fcoard 
an armed galley ^ which is called La Fierce, 
The Intendant told me, I muft prepare my- 
felf for the fecond embarkment for America, 
which is to be about the middle of Novem- 
ber. If I happen to be one of the number, 
let not this afflidk you, my dear child. Let 
us refign ourfelves to the providence of God, 
who does all things with infinite wifdom, 
and with a moft noble end for his children. 
We are not able to make a good choice, 
becaufe we know not what is heft for us. Let 
us therefore, leave it to him who knows how 
to bring light out of darknefs, and to call the 
things that are not, as though they were ; and 
let us be perfuaded, that he will do nothing 
but what will be for his own glory, and for 
our falvation. Let us not oppofe his. will by 
• impatience, or fruitlefs tears. We cannot 
be wholly ignorant pf hi$ divine will; it 

evidently 
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Evidently appears to us by its' efitfts; Oot 
Icparatioit, which, to confider ic in itSbl^ 
is the mod: hard ziid bitter thing in ttk^ 
world for us, is not fo, if we confideF it aa 
the will of God. And fincc the judgment of 
men doth only pronounce the decree of Pipovi-^ 
dencc, let us lay our hand upon our momits; 
Let us, with profound fubmiilion, and obei* 
dience, adore the hand which fmites us^. 
Let us fay, with Eli, // is the Lord, /?/ k'tm 
ib what feemetb him good. Let lis not do^t 
but he will ftiow us, by a happy cxperienc-ei 
That all things work together for good^ h thtfm 
that love God j ti> them who art the iiMed de^ 
lording to bis purpefei Let us profit b)^ h\k 
difcipline. Let us not regard our flate witR 
the eyes of the body. Let us hbt contfine 
Wit fight to the miferies of this life. Let 
Ks carry it to the glorious recompenfe^ wtticH 
God promifes his children. Let ui be per-i- 
fuaded, that if we weep anfd mourn nowi 
there will come a day when we fhall be 
comforted. They are thefe confiderati6ns» 
my dear wife, that fupport me, and which 
make me fwallow, and digeft, all my mifcry, 

without much trouble. Believe what I tell 

you 
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you and ptaiflife it. Do not difquiet yonr--' 
fdf for me,, for all my changes are for the 
ietter. I proteft to you,* that I never y« 
have been fo well as I now am. There are 
two little cabbins at the head of the galley i 
of which I have one* This favour was pro-^ 
cured: me by a young Officer, whom I teach 
jffgeira. It is four or five days ago iince I 
was vifited by a certain head of a Squadron, 
called M. DE J I fhould perhaps, have 

received as much from another chief head 
of the Squadron, if he were not abfent* 
iTiiji makes me to be confidered by the 
fub-officers of our galley. Let this conriforc. 
thee.'* 

XXIX. Notwithftanding thefe civilities^ 
and. the intereft of his good friend, who wai 
with the Duke of Maine, to prefent a peti« 
tion for Mr. de Marolles to the King^ his 
fufFerings were not mitigated. On the con- 
trary^ they now began to treat him with 
rigour, and to deprive him of the liberty of 
writing. He found, however,fome opportunity 
of writing to his wife, and to congratulate her 
on her efcape out of the kingdom. On this 
fubjedt, he fays, 
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•* I daily pour out my foul before my God^ 
to thank him forvall the mercies and favours, 
which he has bcftowed upon us all. The 
other letter was delivered to me the 6th of 
this month, together with another excellent 
one from our good relation and friend. + 
1 wifti I were able to fend him an anfwer, 
and return him all the thanks which fo 
many marks of his precious friendfhip dc- 
ferve. But I dare not undertake it, and you 
muft acquit me of that duty towards him. 
You muft afTure him, and all his family, of 
the fincerity of my affed:ioa ; that his good 
letter afforded me great confolation, that it 
firengthened my faith, and fettled my hopes, 
and that it hath produced excellent fruits in 
my foul. Delire him always to afFofd me the 
afliftance of his good prayers. My fupport, 
perhaps, is owing to the fupplication of {b 
many good fouls, who pray for me both in 
private and in public -, for, of myfelf, I am 
nothing elfe but weaknefs and inflllnity. 

Never* 

+ This letter was fenl him by a Pafiar, who wrote 
to him upon the news of his tranfportation into Jmeriof^ 
which report, however, was without foundation. 
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Nevcrthelefs, by the grace of my God, I ftiH 
Hand; and I hope, that I Ihall p^rfeverc 
faithful unto him, even unto death; and 
that, in recompence, he will give me the 
Crown of life. Whatfoever hazard I run to 
write to thee, I will not forbear to do it, 
as often as God Ihall give me opportunity^ 
It is the only happinefs which is left us in 
our forrowful feparation, to be able to confer 
with, and comfort one another. But I (hall 
likewife confine myfelf to write to thee alone 
for the future. * Acquaint our intimate friend 
in particular with it, and defire him not to 
take it ill that I ufe J him thus. Let him 
know likewife, that I received his laft, and 
his firft letters, at the fame time; for which 
I return him thanks, and defire that he will 
always aflift me with his prayers. If the 
letters which I fhall write to you are inter- 
cepted, and imputed to me as a crime, it 
will be a crime which I Ihall always take 
pleafure and delight in cpnfeffing, before all 
thofe who fhall qucftion me about it. I do 

not 

+ It appears highly probable, that this " intimate 
ftiend" was Mr. Jurieu. 
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not think that pcrfon of a jufl: and equitabTc 
fpirit, who can think ill of, and blame a 
hulband for endeavouring to comfort his 
"wife, in fuch forrowful conjunctures us thdc 
are, to which it has pleafed God to reduce 
us. This, my dear heart, is my refolution 
upon that point. Kotwithftanding, let 
both of us, do all things with a chriftian 
prudence, fo that we may give no handle 
againft us to thofe who only wait for an op^ 
portunity, and, as to the reft, let us rely 
upon the Providence of God, the fingular 
favours and mercies of which we daily ex- 
perience. Let us offer up our bodies and fouls 
to Gody as a living facrifice^ holy and acceptable^ 
which is our reafonable fervice. This is what I 
daily ftudy to do. I can truly tell you, that 
there pafFes but few nights, but I water my 
bed with my tears. 1 do not fay this, my 
dear heart, to afflid: thee ; I do, on the con- 
trary, imagine, that this news may afford 
thee matter of joy, and an holy occafion to 
join with me in bleffing God for it. For 
thefc tears are not the efTedls of a worldly 
forrow, which bringeth forth nothing but 
death. But they proceed from the grace of 

Godj 
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God J fcme of them from that godly forrow 
fwhich bringe^b fartb repentance to fahation^ 
i^sytv to he Rep«ited of i others from the joy 
which I feel when I confider, with admira- 
tion, how great the mercies and favours arc 
which God doth, and hath bellowed upon 
you all, and upon myfelf. 1 likewife refledt, 
vith extreme joy and fatisfadion, upon the 
facrifice which thou haft offered up to God, 
of the goods which he had given thee and 
inc. Thou mighteft have enjoyed them, if 
thine heart had been turned and inclined 
that way. But thou haft made thee a trea- 
fnre of them in heaven^ wbjere ruji and thieves 
fpoil not. "^Thoxx haft, like Mary, chofen tht 
good par t^ which Jhall not be taken from thee. 
I aflure thee, my dear, that thou couldft not 
have made a choice more to my mind. I 
praife God, with all the powers and facul- 
ties of my foul, who hath given me a wife 
truly chriftian ; who will, in my abfence, 
do her endeavour to teach our children to 
be chriftians.** 

XXX. During the month of December, 
our martyr had feveral conferences and dif- 

putcs 
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putes with Clergymen^ at the Bifiop of Mat* 
feilles. The cfFedls of thofe conferences 
were to be feared, becaufe they often ferved 
to render their condition worfe; as it is 
thought it happened to Mr. le Fevre» who 
had been with the Bijhop of Marfeilks before 
Mr. DE Marolles. He acquaints us» in a 
letter written to his wife» with all that hap- 
pened to him. It is dated from the gattg 
La Fierce^ the 20th of January, 1687. He 
begins with wifties for the new year, and 
advifes her not lightly to give credit to all 
the grievous reports, which were fpread 
abroad of his condition, and to believe 
nothing of it, but what he {hould write 
himfelf. Speaking of xhis public report, 
he faith, 

" All that is falfe of which you have fent 
me word, except two things, namely, that 
for above three months fince, I have been 
confined to the chain day and night, and 
that I have not been free from thence, only 
to be conveyed to the Bijhop of Marfeilks. I 
affure you that I have not as yet received 
orders from any one to employ myfelf ii\ 

work. 
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%brk. I fat very quietly in my place, and 
faw it done before the Ihort days ; and it is, 
at prefent, done almoft every day, before 1 
am i^emoved from my place. Pjraife God, 
therefore with me, fot this merciful treat- 
ment which he affords me, and bcfeech him, 
that fo long as he Ihall think good to con- 
tinue my fufFerings, my condition may not 
become worfe. I aflure you, I have not fd 
much reafon to complain as you imagine, 
and that the time flips away very quickly* 
The week is no fooner begun, but I find 
myfelf at the end of it. When I am up, 
after having prefented my petitions to God, 
I read fix, feven, or eight chslpters of holy 
fcripture ; and I make fuch refiedlions and 
obfervations thereon as I am able. I draw 
from this divine fource, all the confolations 
which I fland in need of God himfelf, 
doth moft plentifully furnifh me with them ; 
•and with his precious balm of Gilead, he 
gently anoints and fupples all the wounds 
which my fufFerings may make in my heart. 
I tell thee ingenuoufly, my dear child, that 
I was afraid the end of the conferences, 
which I had at the Bijbop of Marfeilkfy 

E would 
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wcurd cait me into a very bad conditlocL 

But my fears are diiEpated, and the con* 

fences are ended as \i(ell, and as happily^ 

as I rould defire. I hare therein followed 

th.e advice of St. Peter, I have rendered m 

rmfcn of the hcpe that is in me, with wuekmifs 

4itui fear, I have bad the honour to difpiztc^ 

more than once, before that illuflrious Pre^ 

laU \ but the ftrongeft debate was, between 

a divine come from Paris, and myfelf. After 

having told this Almcner, that the anfwcrs 

which he made to my propofitions could not 

give me fatisfaction, we parted good friends. 

When I came down, I defired to pay my^ 

refpects to the Btjbop. They told me he 

uas at mafs, and that if I would flay for 

him, he would nor fail to return. I afked 

leave of one of our Patrons, who attended 

me, which he granted. I had the honour 

to fpeak to him, and he caufed me to come 

up into his chamber. We came thither^ 

and feveral Chgymen with us; and after 

having told him that his Almoner and I had 

finilhcd our conferences^ 1 returned him 

thanks for the goodnefs and charity which 

he cxprcfled towards me in this interview^ 

and 
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diid T affured him, that I (hould be always 
Iready to acknowledge it. He anfwerqd me 

^ in the moft obliging manner in the worlds 
telling me that he was forry that he could 
not make me a Catholic^ and that all that 
they were able to do, was to pray to God 
for me. At my departure, he told me that 

^ he would willingly ferve me if opportunity 
fhould offer. I believe it will pleafe you 
very much, to hear this little account." 

XXX i. I Ihall not make any difficulty to 
difcover how he entertained his wife in heir 

s 

forlorn eftate, notwithftanding, he defires 
her to communicate his letter to nobody* 
He gives her an account of the little refpedts 
which he received, but it is eafy to difcover 
that he enters upon it with a defign to allay, 
by all manner of means, the trouble of a 
wife overwhelmed with grief The great- 
iiefs of his foul, making his duty his prin* 
cipal care, knew how, in other matters, to 
accommodate himfclf, without difficulty, to 
his forrowful condition. Of this, we have 
another proof in the following letter 2 

E 2 ." My 
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•' My paper is full, and I fincj I have yet 
a long ftory to tell you. I am lodged in one 
of the extremities of the galley^ which is 
called the prow^ or beak^ in a little cabbin, 
\vl.ich is about feven or eight feet fquare. 
Itw citling is fo high, that I cannot ftand 
uj.nght in it. VVe generally lie four of us 
tlierein, two galLriens and two Jlaves. I 
commonly boil the pot twice or thrice a 
week, in which is put five quarters of a 
pound of mutton. This does not make a 
full pound of our country weight. There is 
but little beef here, and almoft no veaL 
'Jhc gall rien and / eat together, though J 
alone pay for itj but he docs me fervicc 
enough for it othcrways. Bread is dear, 
but I fometimes eat of the Kin^s bread. As 
to the reft of the food, that which the King 
allows the galley-Jlavcs is, for the whole day> 
a good half porrenger full of beans, dreffed 
in oil. 1 eat none at all of it, fo my ufuai 
food is bread, with which I have, of late, 
ate a few dried rafins -, a pound of which coft 
me eighteen dcniers^ and that ferves me foF 
three or four meals. The wines here arc fa 
grofy, that they breed v^ry much gravel. I 

lie 
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lie upon a mattrefs of 2l galley^ which they call 
Srapontin. It is made of three or four old 
coats. I had it from a gallerien belonging 
to my bench, who went off with the firfi 
embarkment for America i it coft me four 
fits and a half. I have, about a month fincc, 
begun to lie undrefled, and in iheets. If 
the cold, which we feel, Ihould very much 
increafe, I will again lie in my cloaths. 
They have lent me a quilt, which, together 
with my great coat, ferve me for a coverlet. 
I have bought coals, which are very dear, and 
I make a little fire in our apartment. Our 
Officers come to warm themfelves, and talk 
with me at my fire ; I mean thofe who have 
the command of the galleriens \ and I always 
receive civility enough from them. Yet 
they denied entrance into our galley to fomc 
Officers of other gallies who came to fee me. 
The fecond embarkment for jdmerica is made 
up ; but, I believe, the veflel is yet in the 
port. They have apparently, laid afide the 
thoughts of fending me thither. There 
arrived here a chain of 150 men, the begin- 
ning of the laft month, without reckon ng 
thirty-three who died by the way. Mr, 

JE 3 Garnier 
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Garnier is one of this number, with i^ 

nephew of Mr. Varnier, dodor ofphyfic, 

Thefe two came from Vitry iii France. Mr. 

Changuinon de VAS3y, and his brother-in-^ 

Jaw, who went by the name of Chemst, 

There were feven or eight of thtrtiProtefiants^ 

The four firft are in the Hofpital. I divert 

myfelf, after my morning and evening a<5l3 

of piety and devotion, either with Algebra 

or Geometry. I have been told, that there is, 

in this city, a itian who pretends to Algebra^ 

If this be fo, we may teach each othci" fomc- 

thing ; but he is gone five or fix weeks fincc 
to Paris.^* 

XXXIIt It was the fentiment of Mr. d& 
Marolles, from the civility of the Bifiop^ 
that nothing more grievous would happen 
to him, Notwithftanding, about fix weeks 
after his conferences, he was taken out of 
the gallies, to be Ihut up in a kind of dun^ 
geottj which was made purpofely for him, in 
the citadel of Marfeilles. It is highly pro-? 
bable, that thefe orders came down from 
the Courty upon the report of the Ecclejiaftic 
oi Paris ^ of which he makes mention in his 
Utter, For it muft b^ pbferved, that aid the 

differ^m 
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different perfecutions, all the augmentationd 
and additions, to the pains of our martyr^ 
were done by exprefs orders from the Court. 
He had made fuch a nbife in the world, 
that they endeavoured at Verjailks to triumph 
over his patience. 

The world will doubtlefs be very glad to 
know the labours of thi^ holy man, upon 
this last theatre, where he maintained the 
ConfticSb for the fpace of Jrx years, againft 
nakednefSy hunger^ cold and darknefs. He 
wrote to his wife on the 25th of Odlober, 
1687. . He fpeaks under the name of a third 
perfori; but, to my knowledge, it is written 
with his own hand. We may conclude, 
from the date of this letter, with what 
feverity he was handled, and with what 
ftraitnefs and vigilance he was kept ; becaufe 
he could not let any one hear from hiip' till 
fevers months after he was fhilt up. The 
letter runs thus : 

" You defire. Madam, to hear from your 
hufband. This is what we learn from the 
ireport of the city. The lathof laftFe- 

£ 4 bruary 
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bruary he was taken out of the galley^ and 
put into the citadel. He is thruft into a 
little room, which ferved for a foldier's 
lodge. But they have made fuch an altera«r 
%\ox\ in it, that the moft of the light that 
is there comes in by the chimney. The 
King allows him five fols a day for his fub- 
iiftencej he lives upon that. ,He is com- 
mitted to the cuftody of the Major^ who, 
the betfef lo fccure him, places a fentinel, 
day and night, at the outgate of his cham- 
ber, and another af the top of his chimney. 
They fay, that |ie is not grieved at it, but 
doth very patiently fuffer his affliftion. This 
is what wc leirn from the report of the city. 
Be not afflicted at his condition-; he is 
fnducd with conftancy enough fo put him 
above all. We are all more apt to complain 
than he, and we have great reafon to fajr, 
Vith^David, 

O Lord, how lon g 

How long, O God of Hofls ! 

Farewell, Madam. I recommend both your- 
fclf ^ndyour family to the grace and mercy 
of the Lord. Be pleafed to pardon me if 
1 do not tell you my pame. I am no left 
your fcf vant.*'. 
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XXXIII. I have met with no letter of 
the three following years •, but we fee by thofe 
which he wrote in the year 1691, 1692, 
into what an ahyjs of njifery they caft and 
confined him, and how great was the 
flrength of his faith and hope. He com- 
forted his companions in fervice and alfiic- 
tion, and aflured them of the fidelity which 
he was refolved to Keep to his Saviour- I 
find a note without, date, which is wirirten 
with a trembling hand, but it is the h^md 
of our martyr. It is an anfwer to another 
Confejfor who had written to him, whereia 
he fays, 

** I know not how to exprefs to you, my 
moft honoured and dear friend, how agree- 
able were the things which you have, and 
do flill communicate tp me. You have 
fully fatisfied my defires, I praift God thap 
he hath heard the prayers which I offered 
up for your re-eflabliftiment. I befeech him, 
with all the powers of my foul, that he 
■would carefully preferve you, both for youf 
own fake, and for the fake of thofe to 
Y'hom you afford great confolation. It was 
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XL6t without a great fenfc of grief and for- 
I'ow, that I heard of all that you fuffer, and 
our brethren with you. Let us all comfort 
ourfelves with the caufe of our fufFerings. 
Let \x& always fix our eyes upon the recom- 
fenfes which God referves for us. Let us 
aflure ourfelves, that all that we fuSTer is a 
certain fign that our names are written in the 
book of life. Let us count it ail our hap^ 
pinefs, that God doth not think us unworthy 
to fuffer for his Name. I have not time to 
fay more now, therefore wait always pa- 
tiently.— I am forry that they have given 
thcmfelves the trouble to procure a penlioH 
for me. Write to them that they trouble 
themfelves no more about it : I am contented 
to live on bread and water." 

« 

XXXIV. His friends had made thefjp 
endeavours to procure him fome relief ; but 
they were unfuccefsful, by reafon of the 
feverity of thofe who had the management; 
of him. Of this he informs us in a letter 
to a friend, of the 31ft of Auguft, iSgi. 
In this letter he fays. 
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** I Gonfefs, with you, that Mr; le Fevre 
is an excellent man. He writes like a com* 
plete divine; but that which he is to b<t 
moft efteemed for is, that he praHifes what 
he fays. May the Lord blefs, preferve, and 
ftrengthen, j^oth yourfelf and him ! This 
ivill afford me great and lingular confolation, 
I thank you both for the encouragements 
ivhich you give me- the Lord will give 
me grace to profit thereby. Do not tura * 
your eyes upon me, but regard yourfelves, 
and the reft of our brethren ; it. will be there 
you will find occafion to blefs the Lord. " 
Affure them all, that I daily pour out my 
foul before God, feveral times a day, to 
procure for them the fuccour and affiftance 
which they ftand in need of. To come to 
the queftion, which you fo earneftly put to 
me, QonctxTiivi^ my nourijhment : I acquiefcc 
and content myfelf with every thing -, and I 
had not oppofed it,butbecaufe I know I have 
^o do with a Major wh6 gets me my food, 
^nd who will pocket the -money which ihall 
be given, and will always treat me vtvy ill. 
Though I fhould have my diet from the 
tr^inaryy it will b^ the fapne thing. I have 

already 
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already paffed through their hands. Let 
the Lord prcferve, and fill with his favours 
and blefTings all thofe holy fouls, who in- 
tereft themfelves in my behalf! If ever I 
have the opportunity to anfwer you again, 
it (hall be in a more ample manner than I 
have at prefent done. My lamp gives but 
little light. My eyes fail me. I make ufc 
of broken fpedlacles. All this is not proper 
to difpatch bufinefs." 

XXXV. In a letter, written to his wife, 
he chides her for troubling herfelf at his 
condition, fo as to impair her health. 

*^ It is not above two hours I go, my dear 
heart, that I received a letter which gives 
me more forrow than joy. I received it 
in the midfl of my offering up my evening 
facrifice to God, on the fabbath day. Thou 
belie veft that I hide the condition and pMcCj 
in which I am, fropi thee : but I have-miich 
more reafon to believe, that thou doft con- 
ceal thine from me. I know my judgment 
is but too true, by what you have confefled. 
That which grieves me is, th^t you make 

me 
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tnt an occaflon of your indifpofition. If it 
is, I that put the fword to your heart, then 
1 . do, very innocently, ftab myfeif. My 
fpirir, my heart, i& too deeply engaged to 
thee, not to be fenfibly afFecfted with the 
evil which thou fuffcreft. Be not difturbed 
at this new cxofs, which God lays upon me, 
by thy means. Do not fear it will prejudice 
my health. I will bear it like a cbriftian^ 
and always with the fubmiflion which I 
owe to the orders of my God and Father, 
who is full of tendemefs and compaffion 

• 

towards me. Imitate me in that, my dear 
and well-beloved widow, and not in the 
many failings which you have known in me. 
Love me always tenderly, as thou haft done; 
but let this love, which I defire of you, be 
always regulated by divine love'; that which 
I have for thee is never feparated from it. 
Although I have great reafon to blefs myfeif 
for thee, and although I daily pour out my 
foul in praifes to God, for the fingular favour 
which he hath done me, in joining me to 
a chriftian wife, (for thou haft contributed 
very much to the moderating my fuffering, 
by faving thyfelf, and our dear family, from 

the 
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isiMgt of dais 2rr. yet I al wu s land 

\ did HOC rcctrivc viih ILbmiSoa caoo^ 

aSkxKxa, bv vbich it plcaies God to 



/r^r us. Let us inr^JTarr E1.1, and &t vidi 
liim. in xH osir fuficrings, iir £/ zhi Lou> ; 
£^ /is da 'Jihat jtswKtb izm gw^i! Wbat 
rcaibo have you to fear left evil ihoiild bcfid 
me f Doft thou quellion the Omnipotence 
of God? Oughtcll rhou to imagine that 
God will defert me ac laft, af.er federal 
years miraculous prefcnration of me; even 
though I ihould lofe my life to prcfcnre my 
fideliiy which I owe to my Saviour? Re- 
member, he himfelf has faid, If'kcfee^er v:iU 
favt bis life J Jball lofc it \ but v:bcfci^:fr xmU 
loje bis bfe^ for tnj fake^ tbe fame fijoU frcf it. 
—I mud now latisfy thy curiofity. I have fo 
many things to tell thee of that kind, that 
I cannot mention them without difguife, and 
without an imaginary' and borrow^ed name. 
Way the Lord, who favours us in fo eminent 
and miraculous a manner, grant, if it be his 
plcafurc, that no inconvcnknce may happen 
thereupon. But I defire of thee before- 
hand, that thou wilt not make it a fubjed: 
of afflidtion ; but that thou wilt take occa- 

fion thereby to blcfs the Lord.— The place 

in 



t 11 ) 

In which J am, ferved formerly, Tor a lodg- 
ing for foldiers -, but lince that, they have 
converted it into a dungeon. They have made 
fo much alteration therein, that there doth 
not fo much light come in at prefent, as 
to hinder me,' by day, from running myfelf 
againft the walls. After I liad been here 
three weeks, I was affaulted with fo many 
inconveniences, that I thought I could not 
live three or four months ; yet it will be 
five years, the nth of next February, that 
God hath preferved me in this place. About 
the 15th of Odlober, in the firft year, God, 
who never fends me evils but for my good, 
afHidled me with a painful defluxion, which 
fell to the elbow of my right arm and 
Ihoulder. I could not undrefs myfelf. I 
fpent the night, fometimes upon my bed^ 
fometimes walking backwards and forwards 
in my ufual darknefs. I fet myfelf to re- 
fledt upon the occafion of my difeafe, and 
concluded that it proceeded from the cold 
and moiflnefs of the winter; and that to 
remedy it, I mud drink my wine pure and 
unniixed, which I did for two days follow-- 
ing. At length, perceiving my pains to 

increafc 
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increafe, I took the contrary courfe and 
drank water. Finding myfelf well after it, 
I have ever fince continued the prad:ice. 
The defluxion, I was juft now fpeaking of, 
was fo bad, that I felt it for near a year. 
The Lord hath tried me with fcveral other 
inconveniences, but he hath delivered mc 
out of them alL I forgot, my dear, to 
give thee a complete defcription of my little 
Sa7i£luary. It is ten of my feet in length, 
and twelve in breadth. All my goods is a 
bed from the HofpUal^ which was brought 
there about five or fix months before I came 
here. I lie upon one of the Hofpital quilts, 
with a ftraw bed under it •, and, in this re- 
fpeft, I am much better than in the galley. 
This is the fourth winter which I have fpent 
here almoft without fire. The firft of thefc 
four winters, I had none at all. The feconJ^ 
they began to give me fome on the 28th of 
January, and took it away from me before 
the end of February. The tbvd, they gaye 
me fome for about fourteen or fifteen days. 
I have not yet {cen any ^his winter; and I 
will not afk for any at all. The Mzj or might 

give me fome if he would, for he hath money 

of 



of tnihe; but he will not give me a douMe df 
Ifc. I have fenfibly felt the cold, nakednefsy 
slnti hunger \ but ail this, I thank God, is 
pafled artii gone. I have liVed en five fols 
a day, which li the fubliftence which thfe 
King hath Appointed for nie. I was, dt firit. 
Fed by an ordinary^ who treated irie very well 
for my five fots. But another? which fuc- 
beeded him, fed thej for the fpacfe of fivfe 
hionths, and cut md off three fols in my 
food. The Major^ .at lengthj undertook td 
feed me, iii hisJ turn ; Which he did at firft 
very well ; biit, at length, he left off to do 
-Well. He opens my dungeon but once a day^ 
fend hath caufed my dinner, feveral rimes, td 
be brought at hine^ ten^ and tleven o'clock at 
hight; and I did not receive any bi-ead front 
him oricd, for the fpace of three days, and 
kt other time^, but twice in twehty-four 
hours. Lfet not fo many miferies afcfflidt thee, 
tny dear. Confidcr as I have done, that this 
diet was app9inted for me by the fovereign 
phyfician of my body and foul, to whom I have 
refigndd niyfelf, and that he would not have 
appointed it, if he had hot jtidged it neceflary. 
It is by this meansj and the fparing manner 

F which 
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which I hs^vc lived all thh prcfcnt year, that 
Gpd hath preferved me in lifi^ and health* 
Beware therefore, of filing into regret, 
whereas you ought to blefs God for his 
Qifrciful conduiS: towards me. I hav-e^juii: 
told ypu th^t I have fu^i^red i>ajkedQ^$. | 
have been alipoft a year without Hurts. My 
clothes are more torn and ragged than thoffs 
of the poorefl beggars, which Aand at the 
church doors. ) have gone barefoot till the 
15th of December. I fay bareibc^, ibr I have 
had ftockings which had no feet, and a paif 
of old flioes, unfewed on both fide$, ar>4 
bored through the foles. An Intendanty who 
came into this city three years ago, &w me 
in this m^nifi^ent drcfs, and, though he pror 
mifed me mi^ch^ yet \\c left me ten momhi^ 
in this condition, at the end of which, Go4 
raifed me up fuccour, which there was n^ 
room to expe<^. He put it into the he^t 
of a chantahle pious perfon, the jilmoMcr of 
the cii^deL to vifit me. Thi$, withOHt 
dqubt, was done with the agreenient of the 
Xj^'s JJeutetu^t^ who i$ likewife vttyf cha- 
ritable. Having feeii me in the forrowfuj 

condition in whi^h I was, he went oijt 

immediately 



iftUliedi^te^y tlo fetch me feme of W^ l^fieii i 
but I hinder^ hina^ At length be proGufed 
me a whole gaUfy^ftave'i^ luit^ dnct obliged . 
the Mjf^ to-buy me a pait^of fiioea^ and a 
clofe pail^ of bf^echds, oiJt of my>u;;fr moneyi 
So: tha^ by the ci^re of this good perfon> I 
am bcttdt clttthed th^lj I have evejr been ia 
all my capfivky* He pi-ocured me UKewifo 
^ moft' notable advantage, which is, that for 
this year and a half, the King^s Lieut enanrgiwtS' 
ine, every day, a lahip fuH of oil, which 
affords me light for fix, ftven, and eight 
hours. This gives me an opportunity to 
wad the holy fcripture more than I did be- 
fore# They gave me but a little candle foi* 
a Hard day. I believe this is enough to 
fati«fy thy euriofity. I ttiuft further addj 
that I have been foir thefe five of fix months, 
troubled with art oppreflion of the lungs,which 
almofl: took away my breath. I have like- 
wife been troubled with giddinefs, and have 
fallen down fo as break my. head. This 
giddinefs I impute to the want of food* 
But I am now, by the grace of God, in more 
petfed health than T have been thefe forty 
years, v I fpeak, my dear, fiiit@f ely, as in 

Fa the 
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^ the prcfencc of God. For two or thrc# 
months they have ^iven njc regularly, thrcd 
little loaves^ and often foup, fince which 
time my head is- almeft fettled, and I fleep 
much better. After the comfortable news 
whkh I teil you, think no more but to re- 
joice at it, and to praife God for it, and 
labour after thy health, which (hall alwaya 
be my concern. This I conjure you in the 
Name of God. Let not your fufpicions anj^ 
more trouble the reft and fatisfadion whichr 
I find in the poffellion of his fayourJ* 

XXXVI. On the firft day of the year,, 
1692, Mr. DB Marolles wrote to one of 
his companions in afflidion. After having 
• acquainted him with the fituation of his- 
foul, and affured him that, through the grace 
of God^ flefti and blood had never harrafled- 
him, to yield to any of their pernicious coun- 
fels, he gives him this account of his little- 
neceflities : 

** I intreat you, with my ufual boldnefs,/ 
to buy me, if you can, for three fols and a 
half, fome thread which is not dved to mend' 

" ' my 
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fny linen, and as much brown thread for mf 
breeches and other clothes i and caufe the 

• 

whole to be bound up in two bottoms. That 
will be enough to ferve me the remainder of 
my days. It is above fix weeks finc€ the 
ferjeants have afkcd the Major every day for 
fome thread for tne, without the lead fuc* 
cefs. Thus do I fare, in ail things, with 
him. He has, for thefe three months, rc^ 
fufed to get my linen waflicd. 

XXXVI I. In the following letter we fee 
how thofe two famous Confejfors confoled 
each other. Mr. de Marolles tells his 
friend, 

** You fpeak juft to my mind, my dear 
brother, when you fay, that we alone fhall 
be the perfons, whom the King will not make 
feel the effedls of his clemency. We are 
brought upon the ftage in order to ftrike a 
terror into the whole kingdom, and upon 
whom mull fall that vengeance, which the 
f^ing makes thofe to feel, who do not acquiefce 
^d fubmit to his orders. But if we have Ijad 
'|hp misfortune to difobey our Great Monarchy 

Fg Jet 
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kt thil be our comfort, that wc did it cttt t)f 
aui iniifpenjibk nec^ffity to which wc weire. re- 
duced, of difobeying him. Wc havfe (pr$ftrrti 
the obedience ^hich we owe to the Divine 
Majefty to the mandates of a ifiortal ¥finc4^ 
This i^ the laudable crimt for which: we fuffcf 
fo inahy miferies. Let w atwiiyji fix oiijr 
eyes upon the glorious i-ccomfpenfe^ which 
God rcfcrvcs in heaven for us, f6r that veiy 
crime for which the God of this world will 
perhaps never forgive us. Let us wait the 
will of the Lord, and be always faithful to 
him/* 

, XXXVIII. On the 24th of March, 169^ 
he wrote again to his wife, and acquaints 
her with the fole trouble which had afflidled 
him during the whole time of his captivity. 
He tells her that with joy he had redeived 
her letter of the 1 6th of December ; after 
which, he obferves that the pleafure of their 
correfpondence might be interrupted, and 
fays, Ihe muft prepare herfelf for fuch an 
event. At length, he tells her, 

" The chriftian manner in whifch, wy 
cJCfir wife, you received the account of rhy 

fufferings, 
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fiifferingfi, eiig4ges me to hidt 66thih^ thttt^ 
4Df frmti ym. Ail that you kfiow h but Verjr 
little in compariW ^f what I ^m going to 
ttll you/ I kab^r Tdfy =frdl that 1 fcanndt 
perfiarm what I pfopfefe to tfiyfclf, i^^ithout 
ih^king an op^ii Gohftffion of thf infirmities, 
and iht narrowhefs 6f my fpit-it : but 1 
have always b^en fihcfer^) atid I ^^iU c<^tinut 
fo lo the eild. I Will endiiaYour to it!^ 
myfelf pofs for iio t^thsir thah for 4 mah of vtff 
cominon endowments.^— When 1 was tak^U 
out of the gaUty and brought hithfer, I fduh<l^ 
at firft, a great deal ^ j^teafuit ih thif 
chalige. My ears wer^fe ftd longer bfFendcA 
with the horrid aitd blafphdndujs founck, 
with which thoffe places continually echoed. 
I had the liberty to fing, at every turn, thtj 
j^r^ifes of my God. I could prbftratt myfelf 
before him as oft^n as 1 pltafed* Mt)reovef , 
I wis diftharged from that iineaiy chain, 
which w4l5 infinitely mere trouble&tnc to m^ 
ihah thtt of thirty pounds weight which y tfii 
faw ihe carry* But notwithftanding all 
theft troubles, the Lord. wht> refoIVed 
lx> make me experience hiis fuccour and af- ^ 
fifknce, in a r4re and ^cktrtoi^n^ry manner, 

,F 4 fuffered 
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fuffercd me to fall into a terrible trial. ThCf 
foiitude and perpetual ^arknefs in which I 
ipent my days, prefented my narrow foul 
with fuqh frightful and terrifying ideas, a$ 
niade very fatal imprelTions on my mitid. It 
was filled with a million of falfe and vaiii 
imaginations, which did very often tranfport 
it into deliriums -and idle fancies, which 
lafted fometimes for the fpace of /w^ wMip 
hours. My prayers were no remedy againft 
this evil, God was pleafed it fhould <;:on-. 
tinue for fome months. I was 'plunged into a 
profound abyfs of afflidlion. When I conft, 
dered, together with this forrowful condi-, 
tion, my little bodily reft, I concluded from 
thence, that it was the high road to diftrac^ 
tion, and that J ftiould never efcape falling 
into that ftate. I inccflantly implored the 
fuccours of my God. I begged of hi^i, 
that he would never fufFer my enerpi^s tQ. 
triumph over me and my fufFe^ings in fa 
forrowful a manner. At length, ^fter much 
prayer, fighs and tears, the Qod of my der 
liverancf heard my petitions, and, after fQ 
many tempefts, fent a perfed calm and fere-r, 
nit^, He diffipated all thofe illufions which 

gav9 
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gave mc fo much trouble. After having 
delivered me out' of fo fore atrial, never 
have any doubt, my dearefl wife, that God 
will not deliver me out of all other trials. 
Do not, therefore, difquiet yourfelf any 
more about me. Hope always in the good^ 
nefs of God, and your hopes Ihall not be in 
vain. I ought not, in my opinion, to forget 
to take notice of a confiderable circumftancc 
which tends' to the glory of God. The 
duration of fo great a temptation was, in 
my opinion, the proper time for the old 
Serpent to endeavour to caft me into rebel- 
lion arid infidelity. But God always kept 
him in fo profound a (ilence, that he never 
once offered to infeft me with any of his 
perriicious counfels ; and I never felt the 
leaft inclination to revolt. Ever lince thefc 
forrowful days, God h^th always filled my 
heart with joy. I poflcfs my foul in patience. 
He makes the days of my afBiftibn fpeedily 
to pafs away. I have no fooher begun them' 
but I find myfelf at the end of them. 
With the bread and water of afflidibri, 
with which he tries, me, he affords ihe con« 

jinually, moll delicious repalte, 
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XXXIIL This is the i^ Idtor of our 
mdrtyr which hath been put into mjr iiaiids* 
We fsacf believe thqr douUcd dieir rtgxlt 
to dq>rive him of his oonfirfatioa. Fimt tie 
are itifbnncd, bf a letter fioiti afidthliil 
Cwrfi^or^ who was on board the gmMks^ mad 
who hath always run all hazards to do him 
all the fervices he could, that die extreme 
weaklieis of his iedf and ges^ hindered htfft 
(roth reading and writing, a nK>nth or two 
before his death; which was on the 17th ai 
Jufle> t6gt. 

XL. There is an extnuS: of k letter from 
Mar/aUeSj the 90th of June, 16929 wl»cH 
Jays, 

♦* The fubjcd of this letter is chiefly to 
acquaint you with the death of Mr. de 
Marolles, that famous Confeflbr of Chrift, 
who hath been fo long (but up in a dungeon 
in the great citadel, where they have made 
him fuffer very much. He was prefled to 
the lafi to change his religion ; but he con- 
tinued to pcrfcvcre in his own. He died 
the day before yefterday, and was buried by 

the 
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the TUrh among the Turks. Thus is he otft 
of his mifery, and crowned with glory, in 
Abraham's iofom. We ought to dcfire to 
chd o\it days as holify as he did ; who died a ' 
true inartyt^ lii^ith great conftancy and rcfig- 
nation. Thus ftiall he enjoy an eternal 
reeoiripehte, whereas his Perfecutors (hall 
haVe a ^reat account to give to the 

S6V£R£I(iN JtDGE.** 

« 

I pafs over other circutnftances iii this 
letter for fear of difcovering the Authmr^ 
who is, perhaps, a Roman Catholic^ fmitten 
with the iufferings o( our martyr. He 
Adds» 

** If you do not know Mr. de Marolles^ 
relations, communicate, if youpleafe, wha£ 
J write to you, to Mr. Barnard, who liitlt 
fometimes alked me about him. May Godt 
cornfort the afflifted, who ought to be glad 
to hear that he is at reft. He had nothing 
to hope for but fufFerings in this world/' 



XLI. There is another letter oh thfe fathe 
fobjedi, fr6m that generous C&nfeJJhr whfo 



was on board the gallieSj of the 20th of June^ 
in which he informs his wife, 

** That this dear martyr of the Lord, re* 
figned his fpirit into the hands of his Father* 
(on the 17th day of the prefent month, and 
«ra«, the next day, laid in his grave by Jw 
Turks V as it is th^ cuftom here to bury thofp 
who die faithful to their Saviour. I cannot, 
(he proceeds) give you an exad: account of 
his iaft hours, nor of hi3 laft words. But I 
will tell you briefly what has been known. 
You have already learned, by the letters of 
this dear martyr^ that, after having groaned 
for fometime under irons, he was removed 
to a dungeon dreadful for its ohfcurity^ and 
much more for its Jlencb. You Jcnow tha^ 
thej fed him but very ill there, and that he 
qften laboured under hunger^ not having 
enough even of bread and water^ which was 
his common diet. This great auflerity 
made him very weafe, and flung him intp 
great vertigoes^ fo that he fell down, about 
two months fince, with very weaknefs, and 
dalhed his head againfl: the wall, in which 
ke made feveral wounds. He hath been con- 

itinualijr 
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tiriually larigiiiftiing ever fince that mohienrv 
and hii^ life hath been nothing elfe bun a; 
living death. Thofe who had the managed 
ment of him, \9^tc infenjible to ail his pains j 
excepting that/, for thefe fix weeks paft^ 
ihey gave him a lit tie better, and a litth 
greater quantity of vitftuals. But his body 
was weakened, and his nature brought fo 
low, that it could not recover its ftrength; 
This faithful .fervant of the Lord had almoft 
loft his fight, about a month fince. Though 
I had fent him your laft letters, he could 
neither read them, nor return any anfwer. 
He likewife gave me thofe which I, from 
time to time, wrote to him. He was forced 
to be contented with hearing by wofd of 
mouth from me, and caufed me to be told, 
that he recommended himfelf to the prayers 
of his good friend, and that he thought of 
nothing elfe but his departure. God hath, 
at length, difpofed of him, and he fliall 
return to us no more.^-^He hath gone through 
the moft cruel torments which inhumanity^ in 
its utmoft extent, could inflidt : but yet God 
hath never fuffered them to make a prize of 
his innocence. — I muft tell you, for your 

confolatioh. 
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confolaticn, that &0111 the time ^ley faw^^thiJ 
dear martyr begin to grow weak and decajr^ 
he was often vifited by doSors of the con-* 
trary communion; but this firm> and im-i 
moveable fervant of Go(^ was not moved by> 
their vifits. He heard, without Srouhh^ rltkM 
which he rejefted, and did not return raiU^ 

« 

ing for railing. He bkffed his enemies to 
the la9. His glory will never be blotted, 
out, neither in beiavsn nor in the eartiifl^ 
Amzn. 
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h T F,' its Mr,* Jaqpelot has fuppofe^, 
4L the reputation of our martyr is not 
ttt die away, the Hiftory of his fufferings 
ii!U}ft be repeatedly- re-^publiihcd. It is true. 
Dr. paiESTlRY has lately re-printed this 
Hiftoryy and that alfo of Mr. le F^vrr. 
But be has dcoie it with fome remarks \^hiQlL 
might have ipared> and in a manRc^ not fb 
proper to be an introdudion tq the follow 
ing ]^ay on Providence as this Abridgnxent!. 

II. The Dr. fays, " fome perhaps may 
Mronder that t fhould choofe to exhibit to 
this advantage perfons who appear to have 
thought very differently from myfelfj conli- 
dering Jefus Chrift as the fupreme God, and 
addreffing prayers to him.^' I own, I was 
furprized to find an Edition of this Work 
by Joseph Priestley, L L. D. F. R. S- 

But 
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But I fee no need for his apology. If, hf 
•• confidering Jefus Chrift as the fupremcf 
God,'* the Unitariatn fenfe of that phraft is 
regarded, why ftiould Dr. PrJestley aflert, ^ 
**. that was the error of the times ?'* The 
Catholics and Proteftants in France^ in the' 
year 1685, believed indeed. That the' Word 
•which was made flefhj and dwelt among us, 
was God, and that he thought it no robbery 
to be equal with God*, but they did not 
believe that Jefus Chrift was the fupreme 
God, in that fenfe in which Unitarians 
fpeak of the Divine Being* If by *' confi- 
dering Jefus Chrift as the fupreme God, and 
addreffrng prayers to him,'* the Dr. means 
only to fay, they believed he was truly and 
properly God, with the Father, and the 
Holy Spirit, and that religious worfhip was 
due to the Son of God, this fcntiment, if it 
be an error,, has been the error of all times^ 
** They ftoned Stbphen invocating and fay-, 
ing, Lord Jefus, receive my fpirit. Jefus 
therefore, was the God whom the dying 
martyr invocated in his laft agonies ; when 
men are apt to pray, with the utmoft-feri* 

oufiiels> 
* Philipp. ii. 6, 



( 89 ) 

oufnefs, to him whom they conceive the 
mightieft to fave f ." This pradice is yet 
continued ; and when the heavens Jhall fafs 
away with a great noife^ and the elements 
Jhall melt with fervent heat, when this day 
of the Lord Jhall come^ it is ftili believed 
that the Deity of Ghrift will be openly, 
and univerfally acknowledged. But, to 
make us the more indifferent to the lead- 
ing articles of their creed, the Dr. adds, 
*' that thefe particular mefi were not by 
profeffion, theologians.'* The facSt is ad- 
mitted ; but the infinuation is inadmiflible. 
Have not thoufands who never fat in the 
Profeflbr's Chair, who never ftept into a 
pulpit, manifefted that judgment concerning 
the charadler of Chrift, as well as that affec- 
tion for his perfon, and obedience to. his 
will, which has not often been exceeded by 
theologians of any denomination ? Beiides, 
according to the learned Lampe, even St, 
John, himfelf, was not called a theologian, 
till the fourth century -, and then, by fuch 
perfons, and for fuch reafgns, as Dr. 

G Priestley 
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Priestley cannot much approve J. Sted- 
faft, however, to his purpofe, he yet adds, 
*' their opinion of Jefus Chrift had no ia- 
fluence whatever in enabling them to bear 
their fufFerings." This is a bold affertion. 
For Mr. de Marolles fays, " I returned 
fuch anfwers to the queftion which he [the 
Procurator General] put to me, as Jefus 
Chrift infpired me with, according to his 
promife:" §.and, in a letter to Mr Jurieu, 
he fays, ** I fix my confidence upon the 
eternal Rock. I put all my truft in him. 
I expedl help and fuccour from him alone. 
I perfuade myfelf, that nothing {hall be 
able to move me, fixed upon fo fplid a 
foundation." H The Dr.'s affertion is not 
only bold, but unphilofophicaL For, every 
opinion which the mind of man embraces, 
muft have fome influence, but oppofite 
opinions, efpecially on this fubjed:, cannot 
produce the fame effedts. If we afl<, How 
were thefe martyrs enabled to bear their 
fufFerings ? We are told, they were fup- 

ported by *' the principles of chriftianity in 

V ' general, 

\ Prolegom. in Joan. 1. i. c. vii. § 21, with 

the notes. 
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gi^neral, fuch as are common to Trinitarlaris, 
Arians, and Unitarians.** In confirmation 
of this pofition, it is faid, " Accordingly, we 
find that perfons of all thefe denominatioils 
have borne perfecution with equal firmnefs. 
Were this the fadt, firmnefs is but one com- 
mendable quality under oppreffion. The 
faith, hope, meeknefs, humility, and devo- 
tion of the iuflferer, muft be confidered 5 
and when we impartially compare Mr. de 
Marolles, on all thefe articles, with Arians, 
or Unitarians, where ftiall we find his equal? 
If Dr. Priestley can tell .us, let him name 
the man. 

ill. However, though I diflfent from 
him, on this fubjedt, 1 have, neverthelefs, 
read with pleafure feveral of his obfervations 
on the fufferings of our martyr \ fome of 
which, I beg leave here to introduce. 

' " A chrifti^n, (fays Dr. Priestley,) 
ftiould at all tirhes rejoice as though he rejoiced 
ftotj and weep as though he wept not ; becaufe 
the fajhion cf this world pajfes away^ and the 
JLerd^ his judge^ is at hand. He ought to 
^ ' ' G a conftder. 
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confidcr nothing as properly bis, or as de- 
fcrving his attachment, but that inheritance 
which is incorruptible J undefiled, and that fadetb 
not away, referved for him in heaven^ in that 
Hate which is called the new heavens^ and the 
new earth, wherein dwelleth right eoufnefs.'* 

*' In time of perfecution thefe chriftian 
fentiments are perpetually obtruded upon us. 
Without any effort of our own, the occur- 
rences of every day will fuggeft them ; and 
though it is our duty not to court, but to 
Ihun, perfecution as well as evils and trials 
of any other kind, left we fhould not be 
able to acquit ourfelves well in them, and 
might juftly draw upon ourfelves the punifti- 
ment of our prefumption and vain confi- 
dence ; we fhould exert ourfelves to do 
every thing in our power to acquire thofe 
fentiments and refolutions which are natu- 
rally produced by the circumftances attend- 
ing perfecution. The lefs our fituation 
does for us, the more we fhould do for 
ourfelves. Now, it appears to me, that one 
of the beft methods of doing this is the 
reading the hiftories of perfecutions, and of 

courfe 
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courfe contemplating the lives and charac- 
tcjcs of thofe whp have diftinguiflricd them- 
felves as martyrs in the caufe of truth. Next 
to feeing and converfing with the men our- 
felvcs, and being witnefTes of their patient 
fufferings, this will have the greateft effedl 
to difpofe us to feel and adt as they did.'* 

*' Of all the chriftian martyrs whpfe 
hiftpries I have read, I know of none whofe 
behaviour appears to me more worthy of 
^tention than the perfons whofe fiifFerings 
I now bring before the reader ; as, though 
they were not diredtly put to death, they 
Ihewed more real fortitude of mind than 
thofe who fuffered a violent death in any 
form. To die by the fword, by wild beads, 
or by fire, requires the refolution and exer- 
tion of a few hours at moft, (though cer- 
tainly the moft vigorous and heroic that 
human nature, is capable of) but the hor- 
rors of a dungeon, which thcfe men endured, 
to fay nothing of the dreadful punilhment 
of thtgallies^ required the unremitted exer- 
tion of months and years.'* 

G 3 "In 
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*' In a public execution, more efpecially, 
there are many things which contribute to 
raife a man's fpirits, and carry him through 
the dreadful fcene with a good grace ; but 
folitary confinement tends to deprefs the 
mind ; and in the cafes * before us, it was 
attended with every thing that could make 
men pafs their time in the mod comfortlefs 
and irkfome manner. To them death, in 
any form, muft have appeared a happy de- 
liverance. Yet thofe long fufFerings, we 
fee, were borne without any impatience, or 
a fpirit of revenge, but with the greateft 
meeknefs and refignation, and with fenti- 
ments of good will even towards thofe who 
intiiiled them." 

*' This circumftance it is that Ihcws an 
infinite fuperiority in the behaviour of chrif- 
tians fuffering in the caufe of truth, to that 
of the North American Indians in braving 
torture and death. They do it without 
complaining, indeed, but with the moft 
rancorous and revengeful difpofition ; com- 
forting 

f The cafes of Mr. de Marolles and 

Mr.. IE Fevre, 
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forting thcmfelves with the thought of 
having inflided on their enemies the fame 
torments when it was in their power, and 
wiftiing to infli(9: them again. They die 
with the feelings of a brute bead; but 
chriftians with that dignity which is the 
perfe<3:ion of human nature. They who, 
from a hatred of chriftianity, give the pre- 
ference to the courage of the Indians, in 
bearing torture and death, to that of the 
chriftian martyrs, {hew their utter igno- 
rance of every thing in which true great- 

nefs of mind, and dignity of fentiment, 
confift. This Js difcovered, not by the 
mere bearing of pain, but by the temper of 
mind in which it is borne f.'* 

" The reading of fuch works as thefe, 
befides giving us a lively idea of the power 
of virtuous principles, and in fomc meafure 
infpiring us with them, fo as to prepare us 
to adt with the fame fortitude ourfelvcs, 
fliould we be called to it, fhould make us 

G 4 more 

+ Thefe are very juft and ufcful remarks ; but 
how do they agree with the latter part of Dr. 
Priestley's apology ? See Page 91. 
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more fenfible of our happinefs in being 
exempted from fuch trials, and difpofe us 
to diftinguifti ourfelves by a£iive fervices in 
the caufe of truth, when we are not called 
to do it in the way of fuffering. As thefc 
martyrs promoted the great caufe of chrif- 
tian truth in the manner which their times 
and circumflances required, let us da the 

fame in ours ; and though not capable of 
doing it in the moft glorious manner pofli- 
ble, let us acquire all the honour that wc 
can. If we do not give our lives^ which is 
unqueftionably of far greater value than any 
thing elfe, let us at leaft give our time^ and 
our labour.''* 

*' When I am fitting in a chearful room, 
by a comfortable fire fide, with my family 
about me, attending without ^-eftraint, to 
any purfuit of philofophy, theology, or 
general literature, for which I have an in^ 
clination, vifited by my friends, and cor- 
refponding with whom I pleafe; when I 
fee the chearing rays of the fun, and the 
fair face of nature, and make what excur- 
fipns I pkaft, sni4 in what manner I pleafe, to 

(liftant; 
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diftant places, as health, convenience^ op pka^ 
fure, may require; I think of Mr. Marolles^ 
who after having been accuftomed to enjoj 
all thefe bleflings, voluntarily incurred the lofs 
of them all, and, without repining, thought 
himfclf abundantly recompenced by the 
peace of his mind, and his future profpe<5l:s. 
How ftrenuoufly, then, Ihould we exert our- 
felves to make the beft ufe of the liberty we 
enjoy. Deus nobis hac otia fecit,'''* 

Long may Dr. Priestley live to enjoy 
his cheerful room, his family, and his 
friends -, the cheering rays of the fun, and 
the fair face of nature, by making the beSi 
ufe of his liberty! If I (hould think he 
has not yet perfeftly learned that leflbn, I 
am, in this refpedt, at leaft, a necejfarian^ 

IV, In the book which I have abridged, 
there are many obfervations in the preface, 
and fome more clofely conncdled with the 
narrative, which are both ferious and In- 
ftruding ; but to make the preceding Hiftory 
more diftindt and clear, I have taken no 
jiptice of thofe remarks. But in this Appen- 
dix, 
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dix, a few of them may be acceptable to 
the Reader. 

■ 

•* Many/' (fays the Edilor of the Edition 
in 1 71 2,) *' Many will be apt to fay. What 
need we examples of this kind in thefe 
latter ages, fince the church is come under 
the prote£iion of chrijtian princes^ who have 
been nurfing fathers to it. The primitive 
chriftians they readily extol, and the faith 
and patience of the firjl martyrs they hear 
and read of with admiration. But of thq 
modern martyrs^ thefe objedtors feem to under- 
ftand but little of the neceffity of fuch ex- 
amples, and but flightly efteem their fufFer- 
ings. But this is a prejudice which, with 
fubmifTion, I fhall prefume to fay, arifes 
from too great an inadvertency of what is 
both predidted in fcripture, and recorded in 
evangelical hiftory, concerning the ftate of 
the church, in the middle^ and in thefe 

* 

latter ages." 

Of this, the Editor gives confiderable 
proof, and obferves, " that as in the primi- 
tive perfecutions, we find the laji^ namely, 

tha{ 
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that of DiocLESiAN, to exceed all xht former 

induration, the numbers of the perfecuted, 

and the variety of their fufFerings, fo, ia 

this perfecution of the churches in France, 

and Piedmont^ carried on by the power and 

influence of another Dioclesian, [for fuch 

was Lewis XIV.J we find a like proportion 
in every refpeft." 

" It was" (he obferves) " in. this lafl: 
perfecution, that Mr. de Marolles fhined 
fo glorioufly in this chriftian warfare. It 
was in this, that he flood ' fo immovable, 
when thoulands fell on all fides of him, in 
courts, in prifons, in conferences-, himfelf 
remaining equally unfhaken with either 
menaces, or intreaties. It was in this, that 
he bore up afterwards with a great and ele- 
vated foul, both in the gallies and in the 
dungeon. What a long and difmal night 
mull this latter Jix years have been to any 
other, who had not been poflefled of fuch a 
clear confcience, ancj a joyous mind, as God 
vpuchfafcd to him ! The cordials of divine ^ 
comfort muft have been very ftrong that 
CQuld fupport him under the load of his 

chains,. 
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Qhains, and in fuch horrid circuinftances fo 
long ! And indeed, it appears, through his 
whole Hiftory, that as his fufferings were 
uncornmon, fo his confolations were exceed- 
ing great-" 

This pious Editor adds, " If I may judge 
ef others advantages by mine own, the 
beneSt they will reap by reading fuch lives 
will not be fmall \ there being no fort of 
reading which I have yet experienced, 
which, next to t;hat of the holy fcriptures, 
tends more to nourifti our faith, hope, and 
charity, to beget meeknefs and humility, 
and to impregnate the foul with fuch an 
heavenly difpofition, and fuch an abfolute 
fubmiffion and refignation to the divine 
will, than thefe narrations. Indeed, when 
we fee others, with fo entire a refignation 
to the divine pleafure, facrifice their lives 
and their all^ in a cheerful obedience to his 
commands, how can any of us repine under 
srny of the common fufferings of this human 
life, be they indignities, lofles, pain, fick- 
nefs, or other afflidions, none of which are 
to be named with thole of martyrs ?'\ 
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Mr. Jaquelot, who wrote tire Hiilory 
of the fufFerings of Mr. de Marolles, has 
interfperfed feveral juft remarks in his 
Hiftory ; and, at the clofe of it, he obTerves, 
*' We may, without exaggeration, fay, that 
he was one of the moll famous martyrs that 
the church ever knew. He hath" (fays Mr. 
Jaquelot) " undergone al^ the moft for- 
midable affli&ions that the world, that the 
fury of perfecution, could invent. He hath 
fuftained every thing which was able to 
fhock human nature ! But he fuftained it 
like that houfe built upon a rock, which 
Jefus Chrift fpeaks of in the gofpel, and 
which the moft violent ftcrms could not 
overthrow. He feemed to^ be engaged to 
the world by the ftrongeft ties of flefti and 
blood. He had an eftate, he had a wife, 
and children, who were dear to him. How 
often were great and various efforts made to 
triumph over his fidelity ! Yet they could 
not fay, that a morofc and conceited humour 
had produced any thing like obftinacy in his 

foul. His conftancy was well founded; it 
was enlightened and built upon good rea- 

fons. He always gave a reafon of his hope 

with 
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with modefty. This is a teftimdny which 
all the doStors^ who have had any conferehce 
with him, cannot refufe to give him.— One 
year on board the galies^ five years in a 
dungeon^ perplexed with darknejsy and ftench ! 
.always expofed to cold^ nakednefs^ and hunger ! 
Imagination itfelf cannot, without horror, 
from a juft idea of all thofe fufferings.'* 

*^ Notwithftanding" (fays Mr. Jaqi/elot) 
" this bleffed martyr (hews us, that during 
the whole time of fo tedious and dreadful a 
combat, in which he w^as befieged by all the 
horrors of this life, in which the world 
prefented him with its riches, and honours ; 
he, faithful to his God, always kept his flefli 
in a rcfpedlful filence to the adorable Pro- 
vidence of that great God, who would be 
glorified in his afBidlions. What a treafure 
of confolation and inftrudtion w^ould it be 
to all the faithful, if we had the thoughts, 
the meditations, the prayers, the private 
conferences of this holy foul with his God, 
during thofe Jive years in which, to fpeak 
in the language of David, his bcdy funk in 

the deep mire.'* 

V. Though 
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V* Though we are not thus indulged* 
yet, by reading his L^fe, and his Eflay on 
Providence, we haVe much to animate us 
to be follcwers of them who through faith and 
patience inherit the promifes, — If I venture to 
make additional remarks on this fubjedt, 
they fhali be few in number, and, not alto- 
gether unworthy of being connedtcd with 
the preceding obfervations. 

By meditating on the inward fatisfa(9:ion 
and ftedfeft hope of fuch fufFerers ; by con- 
lidering the utility of their examples, the 
good report they have obtained, and the ad- 
vantage of a clofe acquaintance with their 
Hiftory, fome have almoft envied their lot, 
and looked upon their own, if not with dif- 
content, yet without that gratitude which 
their condition required. If fuch a temper 
Ihould fpring up in us, let us attempt to 
deftroy it, by recolledling, that the difpofal 
of our lot is with the Lord, and that he will 
be glorified in all the diverfified conditions 
of life. Eminent degrees of diftinguifh- 
ing grace, teach its poffeflbr, in whatfoever 
Jiate he is^ therewith to be content. They teach 

him 
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him to know both bow to be abafed, and bow 
to abound ; every wbere^ and in all tbings^ in^ 
ftruHing bim, botb to be fuU^ and to be bungry^ 
hotb to abound^ and to fuffer need. Neverthe- 
kfs, it muft be confeiTed, feldom has the 
grace of God appeared fo glorious as when 
believers have been afflidled, tempted, and 
oppreffed. Should it be afked, what fhall 
be done to the man whom God dilighteth to 
honour? The anfwer of Haman to Aha- 
suERus, would be abfurd. For thofe whom 
it has plcafed God to honour mojl have faid. 
Even unto tbis frefent hour^ we botb bunger^ and 
ibirify and are naked^ and are buffetted^ arid 
bave no certain dwelling place ; and labour^ 
' working with our bands: being reviled^ we blefs\ 
being perfecuted^ we fuffer it ; being defamed^ 
we intreat ; we are made as tbe fiUb of tbe 
worldy and are tbe off scouring of all things unto 
tbis day. 

" The fentiment's of the primitive writers^,- 
upon occafion of the martyrs fiiffcrings, arc 
moft noble and magnificent. A chrifliany 
fays Tertullian, never thinks bimf elf fo fine^ 
never fo illvflrious^ as at tbe flake j be is then 

in 
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in his triumphal chariot y going to biaven in Ji at em 
Nor is what Eusebius writes lefs obfervable: 
^hat it was a mofi charming ftght to behold the 
martyrs in prifony to fee how their mifery became 
them, how they adorned their fetters, and looked 
as captivating in their chains, as a bride in all 
her glory, upon the day of marriage. J" 

It is very true, pagan, papal, and protef- 
tant . perfecutions, have fubfided: but, in 
every period, he that would live godly in 
Chrifi Jefus, fhould prepare to meet with 
fome fpecies of oppreflion. They who are 
of this opinion, will frequently be difpofed 
to aflc fuch queftions as thefe: What if 
perfecution fhould adlually approach ? What 
if it fhould be impoffible to pieafe meft 
without wounding our own confciences ? 
If this fhould happen, do we mean to be 
treacherous, or fledfafl and unmoveabje in 
the faith, and flill to abound in the work 
of the Lord? Never are thefe queflions 
anfwered more to my own fatisfadlion than 
when I have recently read what our martyr 
has written, and what he fo well endured. 

H There 

X Arnald's Comtn. on the Apocrypha, P. 12, 13^ 
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There is fomething in fuch accounts^ 
which teaches us to be Jlill, and know that 
the Lord is God. " Take a man (fays Biihop 
Usher,) " that firmly believes that God 
governs and difpofes all events, that is well 
grounded rn the belief of his Divine Provi- 
dence over all his works; fuch a man is. 
ready to meet any thing: If profperitybe his- 
portion, he is never proud, nor unthankful, 
becaufe he knows the kind hand that gave 
it : If adverfity befall him, he is even then 
content, becaufe he wifely difcerns from 
whence it came ; he acknowledges that he 
dcfcrves worfe, and believes verily, that 
Providence appointed and defigns it for his 
good, and hopes, by the fame good Provi^ 
dence, to be foon out of it." We may add, 
*' He that believes aright in the Providence 
of God, feldom is known to deny any other 
article of faith : Nor is he eafily led aCde 
to believe things contrary to the word of 
God." 

Again; a due attention to this hiftory, 
may convince us, not only of the impiety, 
but of the abfurdity, of perfecution. They 

. . • who 
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who have laboufed to make it as fpecious 
8is pofEble, have been perplexed by theiy 
^wn eounfels, and burdened with the pro- 
C^fs of their own folly. Ncverthelefs, nei-r 
ther CathaUcSy nor any other Community^ 
ftiould be contfidered, in any period, or in 
toy place, as being all alike. It has beeiji 
jhe cuftom of many, from men's leading 
principles to predid, what will be their 
external behaviour : but this cuftom is often 
injurious, and always to be fufpefted. A 
man may fuppofe, that if he held fuch a 
fentimcnt, he Ihould adt in fuch a manner; 
'but this is no proof pf the fadt, even with 
Tcfpedt to. himfelf ; how much lefs is it a 
proof that other people would adi according 
to his predidtion ? Here we fee fome Roman 
Catholics^ (at a time when the general 
body of that powerful Hierarchy were 
drunken with the bloo4 of the faints^ and with 
the blcod of the martyrs of ^Jeftcs) fober; 
touched with tendernefs at the fufferings of 
a man whom they called an heretic ; bear- 
ing witnefs to his diftinguifhed piety, and 
wishing that their power to relieve him had 
been equal to their compaflipn. 

Ji 2 Once 
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Once more ; we fee that Frenchmen may 
have as much fortitude as Britons,, and that 
our national prejudice, which feidom fuffers 
us to think they have either that force of 
mind or animal vigour, that we enjoy, is 
carried to excefs. Great bodies of tnen may 
have fome peculiar features, and difpoli- 
tions, but in all countries, and in all ages, 
God has raifed up thofe men, of whom any 
country might be proud to boaft. — It i&, 
however, eafier to extol what is excellent, 
than to follow, as we arc called to it, fuch 
examples. The faith and patience of the 
faints, have been highly commended when 
danger has been diftant, and ftrangely for- 
gotten in the hour of trial. 

Further •, we may obferve, there is a vaft 
difference between the principles, temper, 
behaviour, and memory of fuch men as Mr. 
DE Marolles, and thofe men who, being 
deftitute of felf government, difdain the 
moft rational fubjedtion ; defpife dominion^ and 
fpeak evil of dignities. Prefumpttcous are they^ 
felf willed. To form fuch a man as Mr. de 
Marolles, what faith, what grace, are 

eflential ! 
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cflential ! But to be ambitious, unthank- 
ful, and difcontcnted ; to murmur and com- 
plain, and to varnifli the worft of tempers 
with great /welling words of vanity^ this is 
of eafy acquifition. Such male-contents are 
in cwtry ftate, and may be found in every 
circle of life. Happy for this country, it 
has pleafed God yet to preferve amongft us 
many who fear his Name, and who ftudy 
thofe things which make for peace. 

But it is faid, fuch patient, quiet men 
muft ever expedl to be treated here like 
Marolles. If this could not be difputed, 
what chriftian would not rather live and die 
as he did, than exift and depart like Lewis 
XIV? The inference, however, may be 
called in queftion. For, as fuch men are 
multiplied, it is certain, perfecutors will be 
diminifhed, and that perfecution itfelf^ will be 
more and more abhorred. When people 

9 

are fo exafperated by opprefllon, as to think 
retaliation right, oppreffors imagine that all 
men would, in their turn, opprefs, if they 
had it in their power. But when bein^ 
reyil^d^ weblefs-^ being perfecuted^we fuffer it\ 

H 3 beings 
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hing defamed^ we intreat •, when undtf cwn^ 
plicited diftrefs, we ^re ftpdfaft, fefene,- 
j-efpedful to man, arid have communion 
with God, tyrants behold, in fuch mirrours, 
their own impotence \ their abetfori^ by the 
fame medium, appear contemptible -, nominal 
chriftians furvey their own nakednefs,' and 
upright men difcover additional grounds tO 
Jlold faft the profeffion of their faith. 

What care have oppreflbrs taken to hide 
from general obfervation, the amiable, ancl 
heroic tempers of fuch martyrs! What falfe* 
hoods have they not propagi^ted to deceive 
the public, and to afperfe thofe charaders, 
which, if plac6d in a proper light, would 
have made their own odious ! We may 
be conldent, that as fuch Prctejiants as Mr. 
DE Marolles are properly efteemed, an 
anti-chriftian fpirit, at home, as well as^ 

abroad, will perifh. It is doomed to de* 
ftrudlion; but it pan only be deftroyed as it 
is written, Then shall that wicked be 

REVEALED, WHOM THE LoRD SHALL CONSUME; 
^ITH THE SPIRIT OF HIS MOUTH, AND SHALL 
DESTROY WITH THE BRIGHTNESS O^ HIS 

fRJVfiNG. Amen, 
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|C3* When I faid, * that the liberties I 
have taken to make the narrative [of Ac 
£ufFerings of Mr. de Marolles] more plain, 
or more pleafing to the Reader, arc only 
fuch as permit me to pay a due regard to 
truth, I intended to have taken greater 
liberties than I afterwards thought proper to 
indulge. I was diverted from my firft in- 
tention, by an article in the Encyclopaedia 
Britannica^ which informs us, that in 
Abridgni'ents, " the fadls, manner, fpirit, 
and reafoning, [of the writer,] muft be pre- 
ferved." On reading this article,- I confi- 
clered, that every work muft have its own 
Autbour^ and that, I was not the Authour of 
this Hiftory. I thought alfo, that every 
writer has his manner ; and I perceived, 
that the manner of Mr. Jaquelot was not 
mine. Thefe reflexions led me to adopt 
the plan I have purfued. The Reader, 
therefore, is requefted to keep the real 
Authour in view, and the period in which 
he wro.e his' Hiftory; which was in the 

beginning of the prefent century. 
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ESSAY on PROVIDENCE. 



"WRITTEN 



By Mr. LEJVIS BE MJROLLESi 



TRANS LATE D ' 



By J O H N MARTIN. 



I KNOW THAT WHATSOEVER COD DOTH, IT 
SHALL BE FOR EVER : NOTHING CAN BE PUT 
TO ITt NOR ANY THING TAKEN FROM IT: 
AND COD DOTH IT, THAT MEN SHOULD FEAR 
BEFORE HIM.-^Eccks. ill. 24. 



PREFACE, 



THIS Eflky is tranflated on belief it hat 
not yet been read in our language* 
In this view, it is entitled to fome indul- 
genCe ; becaufe it gives to many Readers a 
pleafure which, without that labour, they 
would not have tafted^ 

"Where a literal verfion would offend, much 
muft be left to judgment: but our judg-. 
ments, in fuch cafes, arc fo various, that it 
is not eafy to determine what Ihould be 
retrenched, what (hould be fupplied, or 
what Ihould be tranfpofed. 

Thofe perfons who do not read French^ 
may be affurcd,, that not only the fentiments 
of Mr. DE Marolles, but that his manner 
alfo, are, in general, attempted to be 
given in this tranflation. The exceptions 
are not many ; nor are they worth a detail ; 
fifnong which, however, is the divifion of 

this 
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this Eflay into SeSiions: but that, it is pre- 
fumed, will give the Reader lefs trouble, 
than if it had been pubiifhed on the model 
of the French Edition. 

I fhall only add, I have read nothing fo 
profitable to myfelf, on divine Providence, 
as what 1 have now edited. Yet in this 
work, as in all human productions, there 
are doubtlefs, fome things which will not 
bear the ftridleft examination. But, what- 
ever may be the judgment of others, I am 
well paid for my labour: and, I own, I 
Ihould think it a great honour if the names 
of Marollbs, and Martin, (hould be thus 
tranfmitted to pofterity. 

Wrmdmili Street ^ Tottenham Court RoaJ^ 

Junit 1790. 
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ORIGINAL PREFACE. 



WE mull not expedt ta find in this 
work, that is now given to the 
public, a complete treatife on Providence, 
He who compofed it, was not a theologian hj 
profeflion, nor did he propofe to examine 
all the queftions which relate to this fubjedh 
He wrote this Eflay for his own ufe, and 
only with a view to comfort, and fortify 
himfelf in the faith, in the midft of the 
moft afflifting events, by chriftian reflec- 
tions on the condud of God towards men, 
in general, and towards his church. His 
chief delign was to accuftom himfelf to 
this thought, That nothing takes place in this 
world without the will of Cod, and that good 
and evil are here dijiributed with much wijdom, 
for the advantage of them that fear Him. 

The numerous trials, to which believers 
are expofcd, are frequently, the great Iburce 

of 
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of their forrow. They attentively confidcf 
what /is painful in their affliftions-, but 
I feldom think of the advantages arifing from 
thenn, and of the end that God propefes to 
accomplifh by their conflidls. As they intereft 
themfelves in that which comes upon the 
true church, they are afflided to fee it fuffer. 
It fecms to them, when it i^ long under op- 
preffion, that God has, in fome meafure, 
abandoned it, and that he has almoft ceafed 
to care for his inheritance. Our AuthoAir 
turns aJfo his attention to this cafe, and 
fpeaks amply of the fufferings of the chiU 
dren of God. He fhews the neceffity of 
thofe fufferings, and how they contribute 
to their fandtification, and to their falva- 
tion.f He obferves what are the duties to 
which they are called upon thefe occafions ; 
by what motives they ftiould endeavour to 
fulfil them, and what affiftance they may 
exped from him who makes them pafs 
through peculiar temptations. In a word, ' 
what this Effay contains, is very edifying 
and confolatary to fuffcrers of every defcrip- 
tion; but it is alfo ftill more likely to 

moderate 

+ Philipp. iu 12, 13. 
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moderate the afHidlions of thofe pious peo- 
ple who are afili<9:ed with the calamities of 
the church. The dejcdlion into which they 
are caft, becaufe it is not, in fome places, 
re-eftablifhcd, AviH be much dkninifhcd, 
when they fhall here learn God is net 
obliged to grant his church a fplendid deli- 
verance, and that, if he deprives his children * 
'of the external means of advancing in piety, 
by removing from them the light of His 
word, he grants them other favours, by 
which they perfevere in the fidelity which i« 
due to him. 

We muft not look into this Effay for 
fubtle and brilliant thoughts, or fpr a ftilc 
entirely correft. Our Authour never valued 
himfelf on fuch acquifitions. Befides, he 
lived at a time when the French language 
was not brought to its prefent perfedion. 
But that which chiefly recommends this 
little piece, is, the folidity of the refledions, 
the natural manner in which they are intro- 
duced, and the plenitude of undion with 
which the fubjed: is treated. What is here 

» 

faid of the dodrine of Providence, is ex- 

prefled 
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prefTed in a manner eafy to be underftood» 
by perfons of common capacity. 

I perfuade myfelf, there h no good CaU 
vinift who will not, with pleafure, allow him- 
felf fuificient time to read this trad:, when 
he is told it was written by that celebrated 
Confeffbry Mr. Lewis de Maholles, whofe life 
Jias already been publifhed. Mr. Jac^elot, 
who wrote the Hiftory of his Sufferings, 
was folicited to publifh this EITay at the 
fame time. This was not then thought 
proper. But whatever were the obftrudions 
which retarded the publication of this work, 
they are how furmounted. It is difficult to 
fay when it was written. But it is certain 
it was finiftied before the great perfecution in 
the year 1685. It is highly probable that 
this illuftrious martyr began to write it when 
he faw the approaching defolation of our 
churches. We may believe he forefaw the 
condition to which they would be reduced, 
and that he prepared himfelf for that 
event by thefe holy meditations. 

It is not fufficicnt to teach men what is 
their duty, and to urge them to perform it, 

by 
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by the ftrongcft reafons. We muft alfo prac- 
tice ourfelves that which we teach others, to 
make a greater impreffion on their minds 
and hearts. The works of thofe authours 
whd have regulated their conduct upon 
the maxims which they hav€ eftablifhed, 
have, on that account, been bell received 
by the public. We may therefore hope, 
that this tradt will be well received, fince 
our Confijfor pradifed himfelf what he has 
commended to us. The letters which he 
wrote in the time of his fufferings, and 
which have beeni in part, inferted in his 
Hiftory, bear witnefs of his ftiength, and 
<:onftancy, in all his afflicftions. In thofe 
letters, we not only fee great fubmiffion 
to the orders of Providence, and the moft 
ycntire confidence in God, but we alfo 
remark in his conducSl, which was con- 
fiftent to death, with what tranquility of 
mind, and with what joy, he fupported 
the moft painful and (hocking extremities. 
This confirms what he has very well 
ndvanced, That God never abandons believers 
in their greateft evils^ but fupports them in 
fuch a manner^ thaty at laft^ they are triumphant 
over their moft formidable enemies. 
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Wc have alfo in him> and in thofe of hiai 
family,towhomitwas given,not only to believe 
but alfo to fuffer for the gofpel, a confirmation 
of another very important truth, namely, That 
it is by affliSions we muft enter into the kingdom 
of heaven^ and ibat profperity is not the common 
lot of the children of Godwin theprefent life. Every 
body knows the painful trials through which 
he has paffed- We may alfo add, that the 
greater part of thofe who are called by his 
name, have been very unfortunate, to fpeak 
after the manner of men, even fince their 
retreat into foreign countries. But that which 
is conlidtred as a gr^at misfortune, by the men 
of this world, is really not fo to them who 
fincerely love God. True happinefs does not 
at all confift in temporal advantages, of which 
even the greateft finnersare in full poflefllon. 
But when believers are deprived of all thof? 
goods, they enjoy a peace which paffes all 
underftanding, which is infinitely to be pre- 
ferred to the riches and honours of this terr 
reftial ftate. They are penetrated with the 
pureft pleafure from having fulfilled their duty. 
Happy, if after being tried as our martyr was, 
by divers temptations, they may receive, ^t 
the end of their cpurfe, the crown of life. 
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ESSAY on PROVIDENCE. 



SECT. I. 

f*be intention of God in the difiribution of good 

md evil. 

IT is not ftrange that thofe perfons who are 
unacquainted with the pexfedlions and will 
pf God, ftiouid lofe their courage in dangers 
and misfortunes, when they have no profpedt 
of relief from the world -, but this is not the 
condition of them whom he has called to 
himfelf by Jefus Chrill. For, where the 
former find only fubjedls of defpair, the latter 
always have great fources of joy and confo- 
lation. It is one of the firlj principles of 
religion, ^hat the evetits of this worlds are 
t^ot under the direction of fortune and chance^ 
tut that ALL THINGS are governed by him^ 
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wbofe wifdom and power has given them being. 
The Providence of God is not only difplayed 
in the prefervation of the order of nature, 
to maintain in it, the fucceffion of day and 
night, and the revolutions of the fcafons, 
to diftribute rain and drought at appointed 
periods, but, in a word, to difpofe of every 
thing which is important, whether to the 
confervation of the Univerfe, or to the 
good of mankind. This Providence ex- 
tends its care to the fmalleft, as well as to 
the greateft obj efts ; it nourifties the birds, 
it numbers the hairs of our head. Jefus 
Chrift, who fpeaks thus of Providence, 
would teach us, that there is nothing, how- 
ever minute, which is concealed from its 
notice, ox exempted from its diredtion. 

It is not unworthy of God to extend his 
goodnefs in the government of the world, as 
far as he extended his power when he created 
it. But as his goodnefs^ as well as his power^ 
always accord with wifdom^ it is proper he 
fliould proportion his care to the condition 
of his creature^ ; and, on that account, he 
has a particular regard fpr men, as crcaturcst 



the ttooft exceHent that are vilible in this 
•WorW. It is not in vain that he has placed 
in them air immortal fpirit ; it is not in 
vain that he has united that fpirit with 
matter. In the fame fubjedt, we find, on 
one fide> a celeftial intelligence captivated, 
and, as it were, enchained; on the other 
fide, we meet with matter raifed, in fome 
refpefts, to the condition of fpirit, the 
movements of which are direfted according 
to the rules of juftice, and which pubiifties its 
Creator's praife. The nature of man marks 
his deftinationj and that deftination, more 
excellent and noble than that of all other 
beings vifible to us, gives him occafion to 
acknowledge that God watches over him 
with particular attention. This alfo we are 
taught in the holy fcripture. 

There we learn, jirji^ that before all time, 
God has taken care of the falvation of men, 
and that, before they were born, he prepared 
for true believers eternal felicity, and the 
means of their coming to enjoyment of 
promifed reft. But he has alfo^ pre-ordained 
with refpcdl to every msin, whatfoever 
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Ihould happen to him in time. Thus he 
has fixed to each the term of his birth, and 
that of his death, and determined ail thc^ 
eltates, and all the events, through which 
he muft pafs during the courfe of his life, 
"We Ihould, therefore, refer to Providence 
all the difierences we are able to difcern in 
the conditions of men. It is owing to this^ 
that fome are loaded with benefits, anfd live 
in abundance, and in pkafure, while others 
go through life in poverty and diftrefs* It 
is owing to this, that fome rejoice in health 
and vigour, while others languifti under 
pains and ficknefs. It is owing to this, that 
fome are born of illuftrious- blood, that they 
have potent friends, and great means of ad- 
vancing themfclves in the worlds while 
others feem to be buried in obfcurity. It is 
this adoreablc and fovereign Providence,, 
which prefides over all things,, which dif- 
pofes of them, and which diftribut€s good 
and evil to us, whether of body, of mind; 
or of contlition. Men labour according to 
the will of God, which obliges them to be 
diligent^ and he gives them, to that end:^ 
ftrength and underftanding. But fuccefe 
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^oCs not depend on them ; they never fud*- 
ceed, but fo far as it pleafes God to grant 
his bleffing. Neverthelefs, though he cares 
for all men, yet he has a peculiar care for 
his children. For, with refpedl to therp, 
Grace is joined to Providence^ and, by a 
happy proportion of wifdom and mercy, 
God not only diredts what concerns them 
with efficacy, which he does likewife to 
others, but with lovci It is a particular''^ 
Providence by which he guides them, as a 
father governs his children; They are not 
only under his eyes, but as in his arms; and 
all he does for them is to make them feel 
his love, and to procure for them fubftantial 
good. 

Thefe truths are certaiil. We are taught 
them in the holy fcripturc. , The believer 
who confiders the condudl of God towards 
the church in general, and towards himfelf 



* What Mr. de Marolles un^erftood by a 
particular Providence, will be clearly feen by the 
/ollowing parts of this Ed'ay, On this fubjeft I 
have bad fome thoughts of publilhing a few fliort 
ElTays of my own. 
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in particular, eafily obfcrvcs that thcfc 
events are managed in this manner, iince 
they fo well accord with thofe defigns that 
God propofes to accomplifti, and with the 
condition of thofe whom he condu<3:s ; fo 
that, while his Providence remains concealed 
from the men of this world, under the order 
and connexion of fecond caufes, the 
believer is acquainted with it, by fenfible 
experience. It is difficult to fay, whether 
they who do not acknowledge divine Provi- 
dence, are more blind, or more miferablc. 
But it is certain, that this dodrine is a happy 
foundation of tranquility, and confolation, 
when we conlider thefe truths in their full 
extent, and when we make of them a proper 
improvement; which is, To conjider all the 
events in this world as being conjtantly undyr 
divine dominion, 



SECT. 
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sect.il 

^he leading Dejign of this EJfay^ and She 
Principles on wbicb it proceeds. 

IN order to give an Eflay on Providence^ 
I Ihall take it for granted, That whatever 
tftate we may be in, not only that there is not a 
circumjiance which depends on hazard^ and on 
fecond caufesy hut alfo^ that there is nothing 
which God has not fettled with choice^ and with 
counfel. This, is a truth which confirms it- 
fclf; for God neceflarily conduces every- 
thing with choice, and with wifdom. Of 
all the conditions in the world, there is not 
one where it had not been eafy for God to 
have placed us ; and of all the events in 
life, whether good, or evil, there is not one^ 
which it had not been eafy with the Al- 
mighty to have brought upon us. That we 
are in the condition of life in which we find 
ourfelves, is, becaufe of all others in this 
world, God has chofen it for us, and placed 
us in it, by defign, as in that in which he 
would be glorified by us. 

To 
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To penetrate the better into this trutlly 
we muft confider> that bcfides the general 
defign that God propofes to himfelf of being 
glorified by men, he has a particular end to 
anfwer by each individual, making each 
man, from his birth, fubfervient to his pur-» 
pofe, and to accommodate his life to a certain 
deftination, appointed for him, from eter- 
nity. It is with refped to this, that St. Paul 
faid of himfelf, God^ who feparated me from 
my mother^s womb^ called me by his grace^ to 
reveal his Son in me^ that I might preach 
him among the heathen. This truth is ex- 
tended even to reprobates-^ witnefs what God 
faid toPHAROAH by Moses, And in very deed, 
for this caiife have I raifed thee upy for to fhew 
in thee my powers and that my Name may be' 
declared throughout all the earth. It is the fame 
with all men ; each has his particular vocation 
of God. Befides the general duty of fanftifi- 
cation, he is called to ferve, in fome refpedt, 
the good of civil fociety, or of the church ; 
and it is with a view to this particular end, 
that God brought him into this world, and 
makes ufe of. him. It is a kind of taflc 
which God has prefcribed \ he preferves 

him 
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him in life to perform it, and when it h 
finiftied, he retires from the world ; agree- 
able to what is; faid of David, that Jfler he 
bad ferved his own generation^ by the will of 
Gody he fell on fleep. 

This confideration throws a light on what 
we have faid, That is by choice^ and with counfel% 
that God affembles^ and ajforts^ all the circumftances 
which meet in the condition of every man. For, 
in order that each may be fubfervient to his 

delign, it is neceflary he fliould place him in 
a ftate proportioned to his purpofe, and that 
he fhould grant him fuitable means to fulfil 
it. This he does according to his unerring 
wifdom ; and, as there are in this world a 
great diverfity of conditions, and perpetual 
changes, by the birth of fome, and by the 
death of others ; by bufinefs, by good fuccefs, 
by misfortunes, and, in a word, by innume- 
rable events in life ; the Providence of God, 
which prelides over this confufion, direds 
every thing according to its own defigns. 
It prepares for each, a certain diftindlion of 
conditions and events ; a certain proportion 
of profperity and adverlity j and, immutable 

in 
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in its counfels, it employs the perpetual xn-» 
conflancy and agitation of all things in this 
world, to make all men pafs through the 
various^ftages of their vocation. 

If we enter into the fpirit of piety, we 
fhall perceive, that the manner of well re- 
ceiving what happens to us, is not to confult 
f our own inclinations, (were they even juft,) 
to rejoice at what is conformable to them, 
«nd to be difcouraged at things which are 
contrary to our defires. We fliould be raifed 
above ourfelves, and afcend to the order of 
God. We fhould examine, by it, what 
happens to us, to what duties God has called 
us, and by the pradtice of what particular 
virtue he would be glorified in our condudt. 
We fliould confider thefe events as means 
by which God makes known to us his defigns 
and will, and as a kind of daily revelation^ 
by which he inftrufts us in that calling 
in which he has engaged us to abide. 
Imprefled with thefe fentimcnts, we fliould 
receive. all things with fubmiflion to the will 
of God, we fliould behave with piety and 
prudence, to do that good which .Jie has 

given 
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given us an occafion to pferform, as being one 
end for which he has fent us inttf^his world, 
and 6ne way by which we may labour with 
confidence that fuch condudt will iflue in 
falvation. This is the judgment which wc 
Ihould form of all the revolutions of life, 
and the difpolition in which we IhouH 
endeavour to meet thofe changing fcenes. 
He who enters into thcfe fentiments, follows, 

as he Ihould, his own calling; and by fo 
doing, he has, in himfelf, perfedl repofe ; at 
leaft, there is nothing in this world able to 
produce equal fatisfadljon. 



S E C T^ III. 

^be preceding FaSs exemplified and improved. 

AS this confideration includes and unites 
in itfelf various reafons, which have a ten- 
dency to fupport and ftrengthen the mind in 
the,moft afflidling events, it will be proper 
to confider them more diflincftly ; and, if I 
may fo exprefs it, unfold them. And /r/?, 

an aflfurance "That no event hnfpens^ hut under 

the 
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§ 

Un direSiion of Godj (hould have great weight 
to make \0 receive every thing without 
reluftance.* We acHiually profefs, and ac- 
knowledge, his legitimate right over us. 
It is not only in things which are pleafing to 
us, we fhould teftify our fubmiflion to his 
will, fince we are carried to th^t of ourfelves ; 
but we ftiould alfo in the moft difficult and 
tremenduous trials, fince we cannot then 
fubmit to the will of God, without the 
genuine principle of obedience. We have, 
on this fubjedt, the examples of Eli, the 
High Priefi^ and of the Prophet Davip,, 
The former exprefled himfelf thus, // is the 
Lord : let him do what feemetb him good. And 
the latter faid, / was dumb, I opened not my 
mouth ; becaufi thou didji it. Both of them 
wer£ expofed to great affliftions ; both wer^ 
opprefTed with a fenfe of their own infirmi- 
ties ; nor were they exempt from that 
anxiety and fear which are common to men. 
Neverthelefs, each of them impofed filence 
' on the voice of nature, fupprefled its rifing 
murmurs, and, with humility, adored that 
Providence which prefented them with 
nothing but what was terrible. Behold the 

fira 
* Job i. 21. ii. 10. 
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firft fcntiments which piety fuggefts, and 
what good courage it imparts. Profperity 
and adverfity proceed from God ; and it is 
proper our will Ihould be conformed to his 
in the one, as ^yeli as in the other; it would 
be unjuft to attempt to divide what he has 
been pleafed to ^nite. Either let us confent 
that he fhould withdraw his favours from 
us, or fubmit to his chaftifements, when he 
1$ pleafed to chaftife us. If we do not 
thus endure them, where is the obeyfance, 
where is the faith, or where is the love, 
which wic owe to him ? To be properly 
attached to him, we muft be divorced from 
what is criminal in ourfelves, that we may 
only take pleafure in wha: appears to us to 
}pe his will. 

If, however, there was only this reafon to 
be obedient, it would be difficult to make 
that imprelTion on the heart of men, which 
is neceflary to engage their pradlical atten- 
tion to this great duty. Man is conftantly 
.penetrated with the love of himfelf; he 
feeks himfelf in every purfuit, even in his 
fnore generous fentiments, and in what he 
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cftecms the mod difintereftedj that principle, 
by imperceptible circuits, brings hiih back 
again to felf\ for he never lofes fight of his 
own particular intereft, even when he feems 
to defpife it. To fpeak the truth, man 
never makes real facrifices; he would always 
be indemnified for his lofs. However juft 
then, this duty may be, whatever obligation 
urges him to approve it, he never performs 
tty but with a view to his own advantage^ 
But our. advantage and our duty are here 
connedled. God not only fends afRidlions 
to men, as the difpenfer of thofe events, 
but he felcdts them ; and his choice includes 
that proportion of goodnefs and wifdom, 
according to which, he ordains all things 
for the benefit of his children. We muft 
not therefore, judge of our afflidtions by our 
own apprehenfions, but by the judgment of 
God •, for though they are not joyous, but 
grievous, yet they are not real misfortunes, 
but, as they proceed from the Lord, they 
are rather to be confidered as bleflings. In 
fad, we fliould not found our diftindlions 
of good and evil, upon the immediate imprcf- 
fion of joy, or forrow : this would degrade 

us 
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us to the condition of brutes, which are 
guided by fenfation; nor muft we judge of 
them by our natural reafon, which is cor- 
rupted by prejudice and paffion; but we 
muft confult reafon corrected and illurtii- 
nated by the lights of faith -, and upon this 
foundation we fhall not make good and evil 
toconfiftinany thing which entirely relates to 
the body, and to the condition of this life, 
but only in that which tends to make us 
happy or miferable in the future ftate. 



SECT, IV. 



CaIttions in reference to riches, health, 
FRIENDSHIP, and our general desires and 

FEARS. 

THESE are truths contrary to the natural 
tafte of mankind, to which indeed they give 
very little attention, and which are very 
feldom reduced to pradlice : but they would 
be regarded in a different manner, were 
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What I fay of riches, may be faid of 
health. Next to the intereft of our falvation, 
we have no greater in this world. Pain 
dejedls the mind, as well as the body, and 
feverely tries all our patience and refblutiom 
Neverthelefs, perhaps, there is nothijig 
more dangerous than a vigorous (late of 
health ; our paffions then are violent, and 
difficult to be fubdued ; fcnfual impreffions 
are vivid and ftrong-, our reliih for fuch plea- 
fure is augmented, and we are lefs capable 
of that which elevates the mind, and lefs 
able ta enter on that detachment from thLs 
world which piety demands. This is the 
ireafon, to fpeak after the manner of men, 
that people enter much lefs on the ftudy of - 
their duty when they arc in the heat of 
youth, and in the vigour of manhood, than 
when the warmth of the animal fpirits 
begin to fubfide. Paffions infenfibly di- 
minifti as our ftrength decays. Bad healthy 
which we fo much fear, interrupts, indeed, 
all the pleafiires of this life, and is produc- 
tive of no advantage to them who fuffer 
with fentiments merely human : but to them 
who are properly exercifed thereby, nothing 
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V 

can be of greater ufe. The believer, when 
afBidled, is not, indeed, always difpofed- to 
prayer, nor is he always filled with confola- 
tion. There are intervals which are pain- 
ful and alarming to him -, but thefe inter- 
vals do not prevent frequent and delicious 
taftes of the love of God. He will be 
fometimes, as in a furnace ; he will cry out 
as if he was expofed to the devouring wrath 
of God; not being able to diftinguiffi 
the chaftifements of a fether, from the j 

• 

vengeance of a judge : biit he will alf6 
have his feafons of refrefhment. God will 
make him hear, in his heart, the voice of 
his grace ; his foul will be filled as with 
marrow and fatnefs, and he Ihall praife the * 
Lord with fongs pf joy. He will learn by 
thefe conflids, that there are other pleafures 
than thofe which th6 men of -this world 
admire •, he will then defpife the vaiii plea- 
fures of life*, his condition makes it eafy for 
liim to obtain a viftory over hispaffibns; 
he no longer' regards Heath with fear 
and trembling; the thought of it be- 
comes pleafant, becaufe he now pants for 
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promlfed glory, and has a firm hope of 
future felicity, 

I may fay the fame thing of friend/hip^ or 
of the poffeffion, or of the lofs, qf thofc 
perfons we mod of all efteem* Is is a great 
fatisfadtion to us to live with them* It is 
the moft rational pleafure we can tafte in 
life : therefore there is no misfortune with > 
which we are more affedted than the lofs of 
our friends. Neverthelefs, we fhould not 
cfteem them too much, although it is ever 
pleafing to be indulged with fuch fociety. 
No perfon is without his faults; there is 
none with whom we can live with delight, 
without producing that kind of complacency 
in pur minds, which might be hurtful both 
to them and us. It feldom happens that 

^ God has much of our hearts in fuch ardent 
connedlipns, and attachments. Our own 
inclinations, good and bad, and the interefts 
of life, are the ufual cement of fuch friend- 
(hip. Hence it often happens, that they 
"who (hould help to reftpre us into the patl^ 

{ of duty, y/hen "v^e have wandred from it, or 
ftfcngthen our r?folutipns when they are 
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fight, are the occafion of our diverfified 
dcfeds. Befides-, nothing has greater power 
to make us fond of life, nothing makes it 
more difficult for us, on many occafions, to 
fubmic to the will of God. In Ihort, nbthing 
fnore augments our uneafinefs and afflidtions, 
than our taking upon ourfelves all that hap- 
pens to other:>, who have the fame weak- 
neffes which we poffefs, and who are expofed 
to the fame misfortunes. Tlius it appears, 
that for the comfort of our lives, for the 
intereft of our falvation, it may be good for 
us to live with our neighbours and friends : 
^)ut it may alfo prove injurious, and we can- 
not reafonably aflure ourfelves, which will 
be the better. 

I may fay the fame thing of all that men 
generally deftre and fear. All thofe things 
may be good, or evil ; partly according to 
the ufe which they make of them; and 
partly alfo, from thofe events over which 
they have no dominion- For in fuch things 
as more or lefs depend on their condud, 
they cannot affure themfelves what they Ihall 
do, Ayhatever may be their prefent inclina- 
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tim. The mind of m^n is not alwars alike . 
difpofcd. It is a ftibir^ in movrmcnt, and 
which a^ according to the dircrfitr of 
objeds prcfcnrcd to ir, according to the 
paHioas by which it moTcs, and die occa- 
fions which folicit that motion. Thcr who 
dcfpife danger, often £dl when it a]^)roachcs. 
We infenlibly accommodate oorfelves to 
our prefent fituation ; and when that gives 
us an occafion to commit fome &ult, it is 
vcrv difficult to avoid the (bare. Hence, 
one of the reafons which humbles them 
mod who are belt acquainted mith them- 
fclvcs, is, to obferve how often their better 
refolutions become fickle and inconftant in 
the hour of temptation; fince many then 
ilide into faults which, at another time, 
they could not believe it poffible they fhould 
ever have committed* 

I conclude, then, that we muft neceOarily 
return to this point. Thai men do not know 
V)bat tbey Jbould defire^ or fear ; and as the 
Tr evidence of God takes care to cboofe for tbem 
tbat wbicb bappens^ tbey fhould greatly rejoice 
in fuch a difpenfation. After the belief of 




this fad, they Ihould not liften to their 
paffions, but enter into a kind of indif- 
ference, and commit all their concerns into 
the hands of God, fince he is Lord of all 
events, adts with judgment, and ordains 
every thing for the real good of them who 
commit thcmfelves to his diredlion. Thus 
the believer well knows how to diftinguilh 
between what is agreeable to him, and what 
is not. For piety does not make him infen- ' 
fible, nor deftroy thofe affedtions which 
belong to our nature. But whatever fenti- 
ments he poffefles, he fubmits them to the 
Providence of God; and refls aflured, that 
what comes from it, is far better for him 
than any thing he could have requefted 
for himfelf It is in this holy indifference 
in which the chriltian (hould live, ever re- 
nouncing his own will, and always fub^ 
jnitting t6 the will of Go^. 
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SECT. V. 

OhjeSlions anfwered. 

BUT if God (hould expofc his children to 
violent trials, and misfortunes, able to (hake 
the ftrpngcft refolutibns, this does not 
pulitate againft the truth we have eftablifhed; 
namely, That whatever he does^ is always the 
lefi for his children. For, by fuch trials, he 
advances their fandlification, fortifies their 
faith, withdraws them from vice, and weans 
them from the world. By thefe trials he 
makes them examples of patience in the 
church, and to contribute to its edification, 
and conforms them in fome degree, to Jefus 
Chrift, who died for it. By thefe trials, he 
confecrates them to himfelf, he makes his 
glory manifefV, and iiluftrious, in the power 
by which they are fuppbrted, and by the 
conquefts which, thus fupported,they obtain ; 
^nd he alfo prepares them for promifcd 
glory. There is no afflidlion which fhail 
not be recompenced by the good which is 
connected with it. There are no misfor-v 
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|u|ies which the Providence of GocJ docs 
pot make of excellent ufe to thofe on whorn 
they fall, and to others, who .wifely confix 
der thpfe events. 

We have ^ pleafing proof pf this in the 
example of Joseph. Firft, he was threatned 
with death, by his brethren ; next, he wa^ 
thrown into 4 pit ; after that, he was fold 
for a flave to ftrangers. There cannot, to 
all appearance, be a greater calamity. It is 
dreadful to be hated, particularly by them 
frqm whom we ihould receive the greateft 
marks of affcdion: it is dreadful to be torn 
from the arms of our kindred, and to be 
driven from pur native country : it is dreads 
ful to Ipfe all hope of fucceeding a father, 
and to be at once, reduced to poverty, after 
Slaving been nouriftied, and brought up, in 
affluence ; it is dreadful to be deprived of 
liberty, and to be condemned to perpetual 
bondage : it is dreadful, being innocent, to 
be treated as a criminal, to be Ihut up m a 
prifon among ftrangers, of a different lan- 
guage, and of a different religion : never- 
thflefs, behold fuch was the condition of 

Joseph ; 
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Joseph ; fuch was the choice which God 
made for him ! But wait a few years, and 
you will fee fudden, and great revolutions. 
Wait till Providence manifefts its defigns, 
and you will perceive they were replete with 
mercy and wifdom. You now fee Joseph in 
afflidion and fear -, you will fee him as the 
dead among the living ; you will fee him 
come forth from his prifon as from a tomb, 
and afcend a throne ; you will fee his bre- 
thren preferved in life, by him whoni they 
were willing to deftroy ; you will hear 
Jacob blefTmg the Lord, for having recovered 
his fon ; you will fee the fovereignty fixed 
in the houfe of the king of Egyp^ and his 
authority augmented ; you will fee the whole 
kingdom, and the neighbouring ftates, pre- 
ferved from famine, and a door of retreat 
opened to the people of God, to increafe 
and multiply, and to prepare a way for thofc 
great events, in which God was afterward^ 
pleafed to difplay the glory of his power. 

We fee not, indeed, every day fimilar 
examples. The wonderful works of God 
are not continually fo confpicuous. But 

where 
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where the men of this world difcovet 
nothing like it, . the believer difcerns an 
analogy, Foi: inftance, a man who is per- 
fuaded of the truth of the religion he pro- 
fefles, finds himfelf, for that reafon, expofed 
to terrible trials. He is .obliged to abandon 
his profeffionsJ, or to renounce all his attach- 
ments, and to feek, where he can, a place 
of Ihelter from the ftorm. His mind is filled 
with nothing but alarming apprehenfions. 
He muft refolve to leave his neighbours, 
and to break his beft connexions. He 
muft abandon his bufinefs and his fettle- 
ment in life, and perhaps, at an age. when 
he has not long to live, he muft form new 
defigns, and adopt new meafures; He muft 
feek, in a ftrange country, that quiet he 
could not find in his own, at the hazard of 
being difappointcd, and of being expofed 
either to contempt, or envy. He muft ex- 
ped: a thoufand vexations, a thoufand af- 
fronts, perhaps, without finding one real 
friend to mitigate his diftrefs. His exile is 
both voluntary, and involuntary; it has no 
infamy attending it, fince the caufe . ijs glo- 
rious i but it has all the inconveniences of 

real 
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real banifhment ; for, as to the pleafure he 
promifes himfelf, he has, at leaft> as much 
reafon to fear, as to hope. A man ac- 
cuftomed to live at his eafe, cannot fuftain 
fuch a change without painful fenfations; 
and, fpeaking after the manner of men, he 
is much to be pitied. But doi'not Hop at 
( what fpedators perceive; enter into his 
\ heart; confider what pafles there; behold 
the recompences which God gives him, and 
what he has promifed to bellow, and you 
will find his Providence has placed him in a 
happy fituation, provided he knows how to 
profit by it. 

Such a man will not follow his duty without 
great conflifts. He will not indeed, be in 
any doubt whether he fhould renounce his 
profefljon ; no, he always remains unihaken, 
and refolves to do nothing againft the lights, 
*. and the didates of his own confcience. Yet 
he cannot but confider his calling as grievous, 
and the yoke of Chrift as heavy : his generous 
rcfolutions are obftrudled by great infirmities. 
He will go where God calls him, but he 
cannot do it with delight; his heart fre- 
quently 
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quently recoils; and the remembrance of 
the pad, makes his prefent path feem the 
more uneafy. But thefe difficulties, and 
this diflrefs, are only for a feafon. As foon 
as he begins to obey the voice of God, he 
commits himfelf to his prute6lion. For G©d 
guides with a paternal care thofc who, to 
pleafe him, are perfecuted by the world. 
He now affures himfelf the Lord will be 
^ith him; and this affurance difperfes his 
inquietudes. He paffes through the waters, 
without fear of being overwhelmed; and 
through the fire, without fear of being con- 
fumed* I mean to fay, that his dangers, 
whatfocver they may be, do not confound 
him, becaufe God is with him, and grants 
him his protedlion. He now begins to taftc 
vivid cdnfolations ; coniidering himfelf in 
that condition to which all the promifes of 
God appertain. He is fatisHed he. (hall 
receive fupports in all his wants in this life, 
he hopes, at death, to enter into everlafting 

reft, he confiders himfelf as admitted into 
the number of the faithful witneffes for the 
truth, and as walking in the flops of Jefus 
Chrift, who entered into glory by his fuffer- 

ings, 
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ings, and by his detachment from the 
world. He finds, in his condition, fomething 

• more pleafing than his country and friends, 
and indeed, than all earthly gratifications. 
Perhaps alfo, God is pleafed to blefs his 
defigns, and to grant him that reft which 
he fought. But if it be other wife, he is 
not caft down at the difappointment ; for 
the. greater his facrifice is, the greater is his 

. fatisfadion. Thus, in the approbation and 

1 joy of his confcience, the believer finds a 
happy indemnification for all he can do, or 

. fuffer, and that the promife of Jefus Chrift 
is fulfilled which allures us, that all thofe 
who have left^ their fathers, or mothers, or 
wives, orchildron, or houfes, or lands, (hall 
receive an hundred fold, even in this life. 
If we add, that in the world to come, they 
Ihall obtain life everlafting j and, that after 
having been confoled with this hope, they 
Ihall infallibly poffefs it, this is another 
ground to acknowledge that the Providence 
which brought them under fuch trials, is 
to be confidered as a very kind and favour- 
able difpenfation. For, they are only 
called to renounce a tranfient good, the 

enjoyment 
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fcftj(>yfti€nt of which is never ^ pure, nor 
exempted from vexations ; and in exchange, 
God 1161 t>n\y gives them more agreeable 
things iil this world, but in the future world, 
{^leafurfes which are perfed and evcrlafting. 
Vhi^s it appears their fufferings arc Ihort, 
and their rccompence unbounded : God not 
intending to proportion hii^ beneficence to 
the aiSions of men^ but to his <iwn gr^atnefs. 
View the fubjedt therefore^ on every fide, 
and obferve, that where God acts in re- 
ference to his x:hildren, he always ads for 
their good. Even when he removes thofe 
perfons who contributed to their edification, 
he makes their removal conducive tx> that 
end. When he opens a free courfe to truth, 
when he makes the report of the gofpel 
loud and diftind, he calls men from darknefs 
into light ; he draws them from ignorance, 
and immorality, and by knowledge, and 
holinefs, brings them into his kingdom. 
When paftor§ are condemned to filenc^e, 
when places of worihip are fliut up, when 
the flocks are fcattered, the difpenfation is 
contrary, but the defign is flill the fame. 
God has lefs for his end, the punifhment of 

L the 
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the obdurate, than their convcrfion ; tbere*^ 
fore^ his tail call is ufually more preffing 
and ftrong. They have dcfpifed his kindnefs, 
and his invitation; diey have difreliflied 
his manna becaufe it was too common. He 
makes them know, by thefe affedting revo- 
lutions, that he is as terrible in his anger^ 
as alluring in his compaffion ; and, to excite 
their appetite, he makes them feel the 
rigours of famine. We never fo fully know 
1 the value of any good as when we are likd/ 
) to lofe it. Nothing more efFecBually awakea 
our zeal than when God is pleafed to with« 
draw thofe favours which we have defpifed. 
In thefe afflicting feafons, by the fame 
chaftifement, God accomplifties all his 
defigns. Foolifli virgins are alarmed, and 
. trim their lamps j true believers are roufed 
from their floth and negligence-, each of 
them awake and cry to God. Do not think 
the believer can fleep quietly in the indul-» 
gence of evil habits ; do not fuppofe he can 
live In the allowed negled of reading the 
word of God, and of prayer ; no, he will 
enter into himfelf; he will work put hit 
own falvatioft. with a care incomparably 

greater 
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greater than before, and he will not reft till 
he is fatisfied that though he is deprived of 
iixternal means, he is not deftitute of the 
gr^eofGod* 

Thus the wifdom of God makes ufe of 
vaurious events to fave men; and this 
m^nagatient of Providence, is of great ufe 
to give efficacy to every other mean that it 
employs. It is not in vain that the doc- 
trine of the gofpel is preached; it is a 
fuitable rnein to bring men to God. There 
thdy arc taught what they are in themfelves, 
what is their duty towards him>and what blef^ 
fings he has promifed ; there are the inftruc- 
tions of truth, and the precepts of righteouf- 
fl^fs; there the motives of obedience arc 
reprefented ; there the commandments, 
prbmifes, threatilings, and invitations, are 
made ufe of to affeiSt, and to convert them. 
If a man was free, and capable of a ferious, 
Aild tranquil application of thefe things, 
jhey would make a deep impreffion on his 
mind : but this is not his condition. He 
is filled and poflefTcd with the love of fen- 
fible objefts; he i4 continually pccupiecj 

h g either 
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cither with bufincfs, or plcafurc, fo that his^ 
mind is diftrafted by the tumult of his paf- 
fions. Hence it happens, that the word of 
God is preached to him in vain. It founds 
in his ears, but it does not reach his heart ; 
or if it does, it only glances on it, and the 
faint impreffions are foon eflfaced ; becaufe 
his ufual thoughts and paffions inftantly 
return, and re-poflcfs their former place. 

For this reafon, God makes ufe of various 
means, and events, to furmount thefc im- 
pediments, to produce due attention to his 
word, and, by fuch attention, to make them 
obedient to his will. To this purpofe, his 
benefits are fometimes profitable, efpecially 
on generous, and grateful minds, and to 
thofe who are already touched with fome 
fenfe of religion ; nothing carries them with 
more force to their duty than the favours 
which God imparts. But this is what he has 
alfo chiefly in view by nffiiSiom. In vain 
the man immerfes himfelf in the love of 
the world, and its advantages. When h^ 
falls into great misfortunes, he is con;- 
ftrained, in fpite of himfelf, to acknow- 
ledge 
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ledge this alfo is vanity. Once he adored 
thofe things, now he defpifes ihem. Nei- 
ther riches,credit, friends, nor any other earth- 
ly good, afford him the leaft relief. When 
he is weakened by violent pains, thefe goods 
cannot diflipate his fears of the approach 
of death, nor calm the anguifli of his 
agitated mind. Now, reprefent to him the 
vanity of this world, and he will hear you ; 
Tie will eafily be perfuaded of the fadl, for 
he feels its force, and under its burden he 
laments. Set before him the promifes of 
God, and the excellence of -his grace ; in- 
treat him to confider how many folid ad- 
vantages are connected with thofe promifes> 
iince they confole us in misfortunes, and in 
death, and make us happy in ^ future ftate. 
You find him difpofed jto delire fuch feli- 
city, and to requeft of God that, by his 
grace, he may be a partaker thereof. It is 
ihus that afHidlions are of great ufe to brings 
men back to God. It is thus that the grace 
of God which makes ufe of every thing for. 
the falvation of believers, blends its efficacy 
^ith their fuflerings, to fandlify and fave 
;h^m, ^^'tjie matter may require. This 
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15avid obferved with refpedt to himfelf. Mc 
fays, Before I was qffliSled^ I went aftray : hut 
now have I kept thy word. And St, Paul 
fays, in general, That chaftening yieldetb the 
peaceable fruits of right eoufnefs^ to them that 
are exercifed thereby. 

Let us fuppofc, then, what indeed cannot 
be denied, that though grace may be dif- 
tinguifhed from the means of grace, yet it 
is never feparated from them. To confider 
its common courfe, it feems agreeable that 
God Ihould, in refpedt of his own children, 
employ every mean which is proper to pro- 
duce in them thofe effedts which he has 
propofed to call forth ; and, fince afflictions 
may be ufeful, it is fit he Ihould chaftifc 
them. On one fide, the corrupt nature of 
man has need of this mode of inftru&ion ; 
and, on the other, that order which mercy 
regards, may teach us to exped it. God 
afflids man becaufe it is neceffary he Ihould 
be afflidled. He does not choofe for him 
that which is according to his tafte, but that 
>vhich is for his intereft, and his real ad- 
Vantage. This is the foundation of that 

paradok 
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paradox in fcripture, Happy is the man whom 
Qad correSeth : And of this alfo, that belie- 
VCX8 fhould CoUH^ it all joy^ when, they fall into 
divers Semptations. This is not aftoniftiing, 
unlefs it be fo to them» who view all things 
with carnal apprehenfions ; on the contrary, 
fuch fentiments fill thofe fufferers with 
^reat confolation, who receive the evils of 
life in the fame fpirit in which it pleafed 
God to fend them. 

Whence then, is it, that after all this» 
we are yet difcouraged? Whence is it, we 
are again in fear, and tremble at the fubjedt 
of tribulation? Should not that which pro- 
motes our happinefs, increafe our joy ? 
Should we complain of a little labour, when 
it is attended with fo much profit ? We 
expofe ourfelves on all occafions, we run 
hazards, we willingly fuffer to procure ; 
tranfient good, even when we are not fure 
we (hall fucceed. Shall it be permitted to 
difcovcr weaknefs, where the reward is fo 
great, and fo certain ? Behold, then, what 
is the reafon of this great diforder ; we have 
.yet high ideas of the goods of this life ; wc 
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cfteem them much beyond their value ; but 
we conceive of thofe bleffings which God 
has fet before us, only in a low and fordid 
manner, which excite nothing more than 
feeble defires towards them : fo that, when 
other fatisfadlions fail us, we are not able to 
comfort ourfelves with thefe. But let us 
endeavour to comprehend the greatnefs of 
thofe advantages which God has fet before 
us -, let us endeavour to obtain a clear view 
of the nothingnefs of thofe which the world 
prefents, and then, when the Providence of 
God {hall deprive us of the latter, to put us 
into the poffeffion of the former, we fliaU 
cafily acquiefce in fuch a revolution. 



SECT. VI. 

Other Ohje£lions Anfwered. 

I F the end of Providence fhould give us 
great confolation in the time of trial, the 
manner in which God governs the affairs of 
this world, will furnifh us with additional 
ground for fatisfadlion. All things round 

about 
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about us roll on in perpetual inconftancf; 

•what is upon the earth, as well as what is 

vifible to us in the heavens, are always in 

motion. Men are born, live a limitted 

time, and then they die. Now they are in 

health, then in ficknefs. Sometimes their 

deiigns fucceed, and fometimes, every thing 

runs againft them. Thus fome rife, and 

others fall ; and the very fame perfons, at 

one time, are in profperity, and have reafon 

to rejoice; and, at another. time, they arc 

in deep diftrefs. On one fide, this is the 

crofs and torment of worldly men; the 

goods on which their hearts are. paffionately 

fet, are not liable ; they efcape every hour 

out of their hands ; but this, on the other 

.fide, is the confolation of the afflided, efpc- 

cially of believers j for the little time which 

they can fuffer, is always one thiifg that 

mitigates their mifery. It was neceflary fuch 

an order fhould be eftablilhed, to blend 

difguft with the pleafures of life, and to 

raife in men a rclifti for fqperior good. 

Had we been created only to enjoy an Minimal 

- life, we might have been limitted to vifible 

Qbje6l3; but being defigncd for higher 

enjoyments, 
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enjoyments, we mull not reft in fenfual 
grati Beat ions, but afpire to that which maJkes 
us truly happy. Here we have a proof of 
the divinity of the chriftian religion, fincc 
it ihews us that Providence which governs 
the world, has difpofed of every thing in 
fubprdination to our chief good. For man 
cannot make a good ufe of his reafon, when 
ke confiders the vanity and mifery, which 
are diffufed through every thing pertaining 
to this life, if he does not draw this infe- 
rence. That God calls bim, hy tbisfaSl^ to for ^ 
fake the worlds and to feek after tbofe blejfifigs 
which are promifed in the gofpcL 

From this appointment, and purpofe, it 
follows, that our profperity is never of long 
duration. It not only ends at death, but 
how ever ihort our life, we never 'pafs en- 
tirely through it, without meeting with 
many misfortunes ; from which we feldom 
extricate ourfelvcs fo foon as we expeiJled, 
nor without real and great diftrefs. Even 
in thofe feafons in which God is pleafed to 
affift and deliver us, and to give us a little 
reviving in our bondage, this favour is not 

granted 



granted to exempt us from future affliftionf, 
God only Ihews us this indulgence, that 
•we may not be confumed by fiery' trials, 
and that we may renew our courage, and 
prepare ourfelves for fucceeding combats. 
This is the line of condud which he has 
always regarded towards his church. It is 
in this manner that feme pafs through life. 
This is the common difpenfation of Provi- 
dence, as it is reprefented by David, in the 
107th Pfalm. He turneth rivers into a wilder^ 
nefs^ and the water fprings into dry ground ; a 
fruitful land into barrennefs^ for the wickednefs 
of them that dwell therein. He turneth the wiU 
dernefs [into a Jlanding water ^ and dry ground^ 
into water fprings : and there he maketh the 
hungry to dwells that they may prepare a city 
for habitation ; and fow the fields^ and plant 
vineyards^ which may yield fruits of increafe. 
He bleffeth them alfo, fo that they are multiplied 
greatly ; andfuffereth not their cattle to decreafe. 
Again^ they are minifbed and brought low through 
t>ppreJ^tony affiiSion^ andforrow. 

But, on the other hand, this fame dif- 
penfation prcfcribes limits to the durarion 

of' 
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of our troubles. They may be compared 
with ftorms : the heavens are covered on all 
fides, the wind rifes, the air is obfcured, all 
Is in agitation, without the lead appearance 
of ferenity ; a heavy rain defcends ; but this 
torrent breaks, and difperfcs the clouds; 
the flcy is difcharged of vapours, and the 
fun again appears. There wants but little 
to produce alarming revolutions ; and, by 
occalional caufes, feemingly as trivial, 
pleafing events are fometimes produced. 
Ahasuerus could not fleep; he calls for the 
book of records ; that is to fay, the hiftory 
of his reign and family. He learns, from 
thofe records, he was much indebted to the 
fidelity of Mordecai, who was ill-rewarded 
for bis fervice. There required no more to 
fave the Jews, againft whom a dreadful EdiQ 
had been publilhed. 

The will of fuch a prince decides the fate 
of his people. The mod enlightened Mo- 
narch cannot fee every thing himfelf ; but, 
if he loves juftice, all his faithful fubjedls 
may hope a time will come in which he 
will acknowledge their innocence, whatever 

impreffioiis 
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ifnprcflions he may have received to the 
contrary. The heart of kings is in the 
hands of the Lord, as the rivers of water ; 
he tumeth them whitherfoevcr he will, 
according to the different defigns which he 
has formed concerning thofe he has placed 
under their authority. On this account^ we 
(hould never defpair that, in time, they will 
not enter into the difpofitions we defire 5 
efpecially, when we are confcious, we have 
not only conformed ourfelves to what is 
juft, but to the interefts both of their per- 
fons, and government. 

Thus it appears, in whatever ftate things 
arc, we may yet hope for favourable revo- 
lutions. The church rifes again out of her 
alhes. Jefus Chrift waits to manifeft his 
power towards Lazarus, tiU he is car-, 
ried to his grave. Believers hope ag^infl: 
hope. Sarah may yet become fruitful, and 
Abraham may yet have children, although 
both of them were paft age. When the 
ihip is at the point of finking, when it is 
foundering, Chrift awakes, and rebukes the 
wind. The language of the Church is, 
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The Lord has chafiened mefvre\ hut he ba$b not^ 
given me over to death. Thou hafi thnifi 
fore atme^ that I might fall\ but the Lord hath 
helped me. And while the Church is, as it 
were, 'girt round, and aflaujted with fear, 
and deftrudlion, ihe yet retains her confi- 
dence. Open to me^ fhe fays, the gates of 
righteoufnefs ; / will go into them^ and I mS 
fraife the Lord. Indeed, whereever the tlcSi ^ 
of God are, there his power, and love, are 
confpicuous : there we behold thofc fpecial 
revolutions, which come fo feafonably to 
fave the reft, and to re-aflemble the ihtp-^ 
wreck, when we believed that all was loft. 
And God, very often, waits till thingis are 
in fuch a fituation^ that it may the more 
fenfibly appear, he is the deliverer 6f hi« 
people. 

It is, neverthelefs, true, that as there are 
favourable revolutions, fo there are dreadful 
events ; for, if fometimes the deliverance 
, from God approaches, when things' are 
brought to their extremity, fometimes alfo 
he gives a free courfe to events ; inlbrtiuch 
that fccond caufes ait in all their extent, 

and 
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#fid prdduc^ all their efFeds. The floe kf 
fiibftflria craiiquility 5 the face of the church 
k fmiling ai^d pleafant ; the powers qf the 
world afford her protedlion under a legita- 
iftate miniftry •, the people are inftrucfted iii 
the knowledge of the word of God, and 
fbrmed for his fervice ; a holy difciplinc 
lliaintains^ their order; the flocks unite, with 
one heart, to call upon God, and with on€ 
•wice to fing his praife. Times of afflidion 
come forward ; the corruption of the world 
Aides kita their courts^, and even into the 
fandtuary itfelf-, the cloud is withdrawn 
firom the tabernacle-, the bleffing of the 
Lord is not, as formerly, upon his heritage ; 
the inclinations of thofe in authority arc 
changed; the hearts of the people are 
alienated ; and the Enemies of the church 
make ufe of thefe conjedures as favourable 
to their defigns : then this grand building 
is ffiaken, and falls to pieces ; the violence 
of the torrent 'carries all before it ; there are 
no more banks to refill the flood, and, as^far 
as it reaches, there is nothing but defols* 
tion. Afire^ devouretb before tbem^ and behind 
them a ftame iurmtb : the land is as tbf garden 

of 
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§f Eden hefcre tbem ; and behind them a defolati 
wilderncfs : yea^ and nothing Jhall efcape tbem^ 
What are become of fo many churches found** 
cd by the Apoflles, fo fiourifhing in their 
age, and fince? The world, and its vicQs^ 
gradually Aid in amongfl them, and brought 
down upon them the judgments of God. 
They are fallen by the hands of men, i^hom 
God made ufe of to punifli his own people; 
fo that, of thofe focieties, nothing more 
remains than their memory. Even our own 
age is not without an example of the af- 
flidting changes which takes place in king- 
doms ; and thefe events prove, that God 
puts out, ^nd rekindles, his torch among a 
certain people, whenfoever he pleafes. 

Ncvcrthelefs, even in thefe periods, the 
orders and w ays of Providence, when they 
are properly confidered, afford us much 
confolation* For, properly fpeakingj thia 
light is never extinguifhed, it is only con- 
cealed, or fent elfewhere* God removes his 
candleftick, as the fcripture fpeaks of thefe 
revolutions. People know the truth, but 
obey it not. God (beds abroad on others 

thofe 
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thofe favours which they dcfpifed. Thus 
the Creator of all men Ihows himfelf fuc* 
ceffively, their father. He calls fometimes 
one people, fometimes another. Ifrael is 
chofen, and the Gentiles are rejefted-, the 
Gentiles are called in their turn, and the 
Jews are given up. The light of the gofpel 
illuminates the worlds as the fun, not all at 
once, but by making a circuit, according to 
a fettled order of regulated motion. Thus 
the covenant of God with men, always fub- 
fifts in its purity, and ftrength, though the 
church is not always in the fame place ; but 
is found, fometimes in cities, and fometimes 
in deferts •, for, in thefe different ftates, the 
church is always fupported, nor can the 
gates of hell prevail againft it. 

We may alfo add, that with refpedl to 
thofe places where thefe judgments are dif- 
played, though they are indeed, as an in-, 
undation which carries all before it, yet 
it pafles away, and that which the torrent 
deftroyed, is again, in due time, re-efta„ 
blifhed. In thefe periods, it is as in the 
night, when it is much obfcured, and we can 
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fee no light ; we fay. Nature is condemiuc4 
to perpetual darkncfs. We fee riot how 
the fun haftens its circuit ro«nd the other 
hemifphcre to rife again on ours, and tp 
illuminate this part of the earth* So ii| 
thefe events, all hope fecms to be given up; 
but though we fee not by what means the 
Providence of God prepares a remedy for 
us, neverthelefs, it thus works in our 
favour, and, in due feafon, this will infill- 
libly appear. Truth, when refifted and 
oppofed, is like trees agitated by the wind; 
fometimes it only makes them bend ; fome- 
times it' breaks off the branches ; fometimes 
it plucks them up; but even then, the roots 
are fafe, and (hoot out afrefti. Confider all 
the hiftory of the church, it is nothing elfe 
but a perpetual fucccffion of fuch events ; 
unequal indeed, as to their intervals, (as 
days and nights are of unequal length,) but 
not, on that account, of an order lefs 
conftant. Sometimes truth is propofed and 
received, in its purity; at another time, it is 
mutilated. At one time, they who profefs 
it, are tolerated j it another, they are dif-* 
pcrfed and deftroyed. But when perfecu-' 

tors 
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tffis hfve prqcjceded to the utmoft vip« 
IcQCCi ivhen they imagine they have gained 
^ complete viftory over jtruth, and over thenv 
^hjo prpfefe it, yet we have feen, at a diftant 
period, th/e root and feeds remained, to fprirjg 
up aireih, and ftronger than before* Thus 
it .^ppe^r;;, wje flioujld only wait with pa- 
tience '9 the jwork of God will be carried 
on to the. end, and that which feems con^ 
Wty to it will, nt lad, advance it* Times 
of danger pafs away, and better times iuc* 
cecd. For this reafon, Jefus Chrift exhorted 
bis difcipies to poflefs their fouls in faience; 
and God fays the fsune thing by the mouth 
of Isaiah. Ccme^ my people^ enter into thy 
cbamherS;, and Jhut the doors ahout ibie \ hidff 
ihyfelf^ af it wen^ for a little moment^ unfit 
the indignation be overpaft. 

But in thofe feafons, we may further ob* 
ferve, that God takes care of every. onjE 
y^ho puts his truft in him. It is hei:e as in 
battles, all are expofed to danger, ^^yt all 
lofe not their lives. All arc ia the fame 
peril, but God is with them that fear hiiHi 
to defend them, and finds fufficicnt meani 
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to diftinguifh them from others^ and tor 
provide all that is ncceflary. He ftrengthens 
them in proportion to the trials through 
which he compels them to pafs ; he infpires 
them with firm and exalted fentiments, and 
gives them vidory over the world by faith; 
He alfo knows how, whenever he pleafes, 
to grant them fpecial protection. Such was 
David's confidence in God. He fays. In 
the time of trouble be jhall hide me in bis faviU 

m 

Uon\ in the fecret of bis tabernacle be fhall bide 
me \ he Jhall fet me up upon a rock. He . has 
alfo given the fame afluranceto all the faith- 
ful : For this Jhall every one that is godly pray 
unto thee^ in a time when thou mayeji be found: 
fnrely in the floods of great waters^ they Jhall 
not come nigh unto him. In the {hip- wreck of 
St. Paul, the veflcl was loft, but all the- 
crew were faved ; fome on boards, and fomc 
on broken pieces of the (hip. If happens 
thus to the church ; it is forrietimes, as it 
ic^ere,' (hip- wrecked ; all are expofed, but 
Gbd preferves and faves them all. 
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ji more particular view of 4 be necessity ^nd 
VTihiTY of tbefe painful difptnfatians. : 
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BUT all this is 166 gemrali w^ muft 

3diftingui(h between the interior znd eocteridr 

'ftate of things. In the falls and ruins we 

•fiave defcribed, on what,- properly fpeaking, 

"does the danger defccnd ? We lofe the 

liberty of our holy affemblies, we are de- 

Iprived of the affiftance of preaching, and 

of the ordinances, but this is only the exter^ 

nal part of religion -, it is not its ejfence^ 

'Thefe are - the means which God ufually 

makes ufc of to produce, and nourifh chrif- 

tian virtues. But where ordinary • means 

fail, Providence fupplies their place. He 

who knew how to fend bread to Eefjah 

in the wildernefs, by ravens; he who 

fent his angelis <o minifter to bis liecef- 

fities, knows how to feed, and fatisfy our 

confciences, in retreat and folitude. Wheft 

the Spirit fpeaks ho' longer by prfeachirig. 



is foimerIy» he ccafes not to fpeak in the 
fcripture ; and he is fometimes by it alone 
beft underftoodi becaufe he is better re- 
garded* Believers draw no longer from 
livulctt» yet their fiiith doi^s not fail ; for 
they afcend to the founuin head, and find 
there more pure, and more fefrefl^rig waiters. 
Are they in doubt, or in error ? They lottk 
up to God and are inftrudted. Are they 
defiled by fin ? They are reclaimed^ Arb 
they in diftrefs ? They are comforted. It 
is the Comforter himfclf that fpeaks j they 
hear him, they underftand his voice, and 
feel his power on their hearts. For they 
recall, by meditation, the knowledge which 
he has imparted ; and, to their efforts, he 
joins his efficacious operations, to make 
them fruitful in faith and holinefs. Thus 
where fomc means fail, others occupy their 
place i they are lefs in number, but greater 
in power ; and the effefts of this power, are 
always the fame ; faith is preferved, hope 
fubfifls, and charity abides. All virtues, in 
the believer, are lafling 5 they live in him, 
and manifeft their life, by the good works 
whieh they produce* They are not in him 

like 
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like hidden feeds, but as a plant at its full 
ftrength, and maturity, which is firft adorned 
with flowers, and afterwards, with fruit. 
Behold their vi<5lorics over the world! 
Behold the trophies with which the city of 
God, jn ruins, is ornamented ! They may 

< 

kill the body, and deftroy animal life ; but 
they cannot kill the foul, nor deprive it of 
that grace by which it lives. They may 
deftroy buildings made of wood and ftone, 
but believers are the true temples of the 
Holy Ghofl, which cannot be demolifhed. 
What proportion is there between , the 
means that men employ, and fuch an effecSt ? 
As they cannot fave a (inner, they cannot 
deftroy a believer. They may move him, 
becaufe he is a man •, they may aftonifli 
him, by fear, they may allure him, by hope, 
but they cannot prevent his being perfuaded 
of the truths of the 'gofpel, nor his being 
(Jenfibly affedled with the love of God. The 
Lord has referved to himfelf dominion over 
the movements of confcicnce ; and, as he 
alone has the right, and knowledge, which 
pertains to that dominion, he alone can 
diredl the confcience, as it feems good in 
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his fight. Thus, however men cfifpofc of 
the body, God will be always mailer of the 
heart. It is the houfe which he keeps, 
and there is none ftrongef than himfclf, to 
feize his goods, and carry away his fpoils. 

Let us then, paufe here, and refledt on 
what appears externally. They unroof 
the houfe of God, they break down its 
wainfcoting, and carry away its ornaments ; 
they do more than this, they reduce it to 
rubbilh, they throw down its altars, they 
forbid public worlhip ; its glory is removed 
from Ifrael. But pafs to the interior ftatc 
of things, view them in the lights of faith, 
all will then appear very different. You fee 
indeed, no longer large airemblies meet- 
ing together; believers are not founds as 
ufual, one body in one place, but they arc 
united in heart. One and the fame faith 
guides them, the fame truth illuminates 
them, the fame hope confoles them; each 
of them is united and joined in affedion to 
all their brethren, and this multitude, though 
difperfed, is as prefent to the eyes of God, 
as though they were coUeded 5 and the 

prayers 
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prayers which they addrefs to him, in the 
fame fpirit, excite his compalfions, and draw 
down his bledings. By the fame pleafant 
and powerful ties, though invifible, they 
are joined to an innumerable company of 
angels, and to the fpirits of juft men, made 
perfed:. They unite their voices in concert 
with that happy aflembly ; they are com- 
manded to imitate their purity and zeal; 
they rejoice in hope of being partakers of 
their glory ; and, in the actual foretafte of 
fuch felicity, though deprived of their vifi- 
blc and material buildings, they become 
themfelves invifible and heavenly temples. 
Their heart is a fandluary, where God is 
worlhipped in fpirit, and in truth; from 
it, .the perfume of prayer continually af- 
cends ; there they offer the facrifices of praifc 
in acknowledging the bleiiings of God, 
and their whole burnt-offerings, by fceking 
the deftrudion of the body of fin; there 
are the Urim and the Tbumwim ; there refl:s 
the Jrk of the covenant ; there is the book 
of the law ; Jefus Chrift dwells in them by 
faith ; they grow daily in the knowledge of 
him, and they faithfully obey his command- 
ments. 
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ihcnts. in a word, in their hilarts arc dc- 
pofited, and difplayed, the treafures of God, 
the remiffioh of fins, the gifts of the Holy 
Spirit, chriftian ftrength, and conftancy, 
the joy of confcience, and the hope of a 
blei&d immortality* Thefc are the perfons 
whom the world pretend to have van- 
quilhed; thcfe are the perfons whom the 
world defpife -, yet they arc not to be pitied 
as mifcrable, fincc they are great artd pre- 
cious before God. They are not vanqiiiihcd, 
for, properly fpeaking, they are victorious ; 
and their conqueft is the more glorious^ 
fince, in fome things, it is in conformity to 
the conqueft of Jefus Chrift, and fincc God 
has prepared for fuch conquerors, an eternal 
triumph. 

It is neverthelefs true, that this cbni^uclt 
is not obtained without fufFering. Grace is 
preferved in them in fuch a manner, as 
Ihows they are not exempted from the weak- 
nefles of nature. We muft then acknowledge^ 
that the believer does not follow his call- 
ing without vexation from various inquie- 
tudes. As the evils which prcfs him arc 

violent^ 
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Viflilehtf to alfo often arc his fears. XSndJbc 
the hiighty hand of God, he is fometimes 
reduced to great extremities. He leads him 
into darknefs, and not into light *, he fhuts 
up his way, fo that he fees nothing round 
him but dangers, and the fliadow of death, 
without knowing wheh Kft fliall obtain de- 
liverance. Hence, on theife occafions, his 
faith is aflaulted with fo much violence, that 
he fuffers rdugh and terriblfe conflifts. He 
fcnotvs hot whether he may. hopfe in God ; 
he doubts whether he has not forgotten to bfc 
gracious, and whether, in his anger, he has 
hot removed his companion. He complains 
of crying to hihi day and night without re- 
ceiving anyarifwer. Then his hope is almoft 
•extindt, and his confolation ready to fail. 
Neverthelefs, as in the winter, when the 
nights Ire dreadful, they are extremely long, 
fo it happens here ; for thefc affUcfting in- 
tervals, are longer than were expedted : God 
wbuld not have him only pafs through them, 
biit Ibjourn in fuch forrow. But in what- 
ever depreflion of fpirit the believer may 
fell, there ate always for him great altevia- 
tibhs. Even thefc vtry trials are an evi- 
dence 
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dence that he belongs to God ; for this iji 
his common conduit towards his children. 
As they are weak, he would have them 

• 

humble ; as it is himfelf that fupports theni, 
he would have them alfo acknowledge it, 
and praife him for his.goodnefs. Having this 
in view, he docs not impart to them a degree 
.of ftrength by which they fhould be able to 
fupport temptations without pain; he often 
communicates no more than is abfolutely 
neceflary to prevent the failing of their faith, 
and to preferve them from defpair. Hence 
it happens, that in thcfe feafons, their fears 
are great, becaufe they feel the force of evil, 
and their inability to refill it ; and becaufe 
that power by which they are kept, is not 
felt by them in its full force. It is then^ 
they conceive how much folly there is in 
prefumption ; and, confeffing their own no- 
thingnefs, in the prefence of God, they 
comprehend there is no fafety but under 
the Ihadow of his wings ; and therefore, 
they implore his protection and affiftance; 
by ardent prayers. But notwithftanding 
their fears and inquietudes, their ftate is 
firmly fecured •, for being brought to Jiave 

ne 
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no confidence in any but God, they infalli- 
bly receive both confolation and deliverance. 
God is perfedlly acquainted with what they 
are able to bear; he never expofes them to 
infurmountable trials: He fuffers evil to 
attack,* to prefs, and fhake *them; but not 
to dcftroy them. They burn in the fire of 
fufferings, but, like the burning bulh, they 
are not confumed. This is the promifc 
which St. Paul mentions to the Corinthians: 
^here hath no temptatidn taken you^ but fucb 
as is common to man : but God is faithful^ 'ijoho 
will not fuffer you fo be tempted above that ye 
are able ; but will^ with the temptation^ alfo 
make a way to efcape^ that ye may be able to bear 
it. Thus their weaknefs itfelf is an occalion 
of their being ftronger; becaufe it interefls 
the power of God in their deliverance. He 
who depends on himfelf foon falls, whatever 
ftrength he prefumes he has to Hand. His 
hope is like a houfe built upon the fand ; 
the firft blaft of wind overthrows the build- 
ing : but he who feels his weaknefs, and 
commits himfelf into the hands of God, 
lays his foundation on a rock, which rcfifls 
the violence of the greatcft ftorms. When 
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mar Lord Uid to St» Paul, My grace is fuffi-^ 
dent for thee •, for my firengtb is made perfe^ 
in weaknefs ; the Apoftle concluded^ JVben I 
am weaij then am I firong. 

In thofe feafonsy therefore». when the 
believer is moft afflidled and. opprefiei^, he 19 
faved by hope. He may afllire himfelft 
that all will eventually promote his welfare, 
and that the pains- which he endures, arc 
efficacious means by which G.ocJ, in hi§ 
goodnefs, advances his falvation: he m^y 
afTure himfelf, that thefe inquietudes whic^ 
are fo violent, do not forbode him any ruijj 
into which, he mud inevitably fall without; 
rcfource : but, on the contrary, they arc 
to be confidered as the feed, or as the ear-* 
ncft, of approaching felicity. In this man^ 
tier Jefus Chrift arrived at glory. JJe c^itd ^ 
he fhed tears ; nay, his foul was forrowful 
even unto' death. The believer therfforc 
may hdpe, that neither his fear, nor his 
dejcdlions, will fwallow him up ; for God 
always blends confolations with the fufferings 
of his children. When Jefus Chrift fweat 
blood, angjsls came to confolc him. When 

believers 
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believers arc in the greateft extremities, 
approaching to (|eath, he give^ thenr hi9 
fpirit to rejoice the bones \yhich he has 
broken. No forrows therefore, to believers, 
are infupportable, fince they are always con- 
ne&ejd with much that mitigates their pain* 
Wc have a proof of this in David, who 
never, in any of his pfalms, appears to be 
fo dejedted as not to have feme mixture of 
hope and joy. 

Thus alfo, when the believer is moft 
violently agitated, God does not abandon 
liim to miftruft and fear. He cries to God 
out of awful ^depths, and when his cou- 
rage fails him, he is cheered againy and 
ftrengthens himfelf in the Lord his God, 
He fays, with David, JVhy art thou cafi down, 
O mj foul i and why art tbou difguieted within 
me ? Hope tbou in God ; for I fhall yet praife 
him^ who is the health of my countenance^ and 
fny God. This confolation is fo much the 
better founded, as it is frequently in the 
laft extremity that this fuccour from God 
appears; for fuch deliverance commonly 
comes when it is lead expeded. God takes 

plcafure 
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picafure to unite thefe extremes, that wc 
may have a more vivid fenfe of his intcr- 
pofition. When the men of this world are 
at the height oftheir profperity,and of their 
contentment, they are often burdened with 
unexpedled,and terrible calamities -, and when 
believers are verging to defpair, it is then 
that God imparts the moft abundant coji- 
folation. Thus a great trial, to them, is 
frequently the prefage of great joy •, and it 
is not only by glory, but even in a ftate 
of grace, that the moft violent trials are fol- 
lowed, and recompenfed, by a felicity which 
cannot be expreffed. Thus the believer 
proves from day to day, in various ways, 
the marvellous condud: of God, in accom- 
plilhing the falvation of his people : Thus 
our heavenly Father provides every thing for 
the good of his children : Thus his pro- 
found, and adorable wifdom, advances his 
defigns, by means the moft contrary. He 
proportions events to the weaknefs of thofe 
whom he guides-, he cohfoles their dejedled 
fpirits, and fo diredls the ftroke which he 
inflidts, that he deftroys nothing by them, but 
their fin. All things fucceed according to his* 

purpofe. 
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purpofe. They often pafs through fire, and 
ivater, and often are in pain> and in fear ; 
but all this only makes them take better 
notice of his care, and of his parental 
affcftion. Indeed, all that they fuffer, pro- 
ceeds only from their not repofing fufficient 
confidence in him. From the moment they 
regard him properly, they are illuminated, 
and their faces arc not covered with con- 
fufion. Thus fuccefs always anfwers their 
hopes 5 and whatever elfe may be the courfe 
of their calling, the end of it is exuberant 
joy. Thus the believer, by whatever way 
God may lead him, fliould think himfelf 
happy in being called to it, and fhould 
commit himfelf to that good Providence 
which taJces care of him, knowing that 
nothing Ihall ever feparate him from the 

love of God, which he has manifefted 

♦ 

towards us in Jefus Chrift our Lord. 
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CONCLUSION. 

FROM thefe principles proceed that firm- 
nefs which piety infpires : Hence, that more 
than human courage which appears, , on fo 
many occafions, in the fervice of God. You 
will fee believers in tremendous dangers ; 
you will fuppofe them loft without refource ; 
and yet you will hear from them the lan- 
guage of confidence. You \vill fee them 
deprived of the neceflaries of life, yet you 
will find them tranquil, aflured of fuccour 
and fupport, which cannot fail them. You 
will fee them in a deplorable condition, and 
hear them blefs- the Lord, and rejoice in 
him. For confidence in Gjod has its 
ftrength, as well as its weaknels. See of 
this a proof in David. He fays, Lordj how 
are they increafed that trouble me ? But thoUj 
O Lord J art a Jhield for me^ my glory y and 
the lifter up of my head. I will not be afraid 
of ten thoufands of people^ that have fet them^ 
felves againft me round about. He alfo fays, 
Though an hoji fhould encamp againft me^ my heart 

Jhall 
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Jball not ft at: mim; beadjball he lift id up ahvfi 
mine enemies round about me: therefore wiil f 
offer ^ in bis tobemackj facrifices of j^. H^j 
law his danger^ he knew it, and lie id^f. 
deified it : becaufe he trailed in God. It^ip 
in the fame fentiment, and in the rfamc 
pfalm, he fays, that the lofs of bis beft 
friends trouble him not : When my father^ 
pnd my mother forfake me^ then the Lord will 
take me up Thus when he loft what was 
moft dear to him, and when the greateft 
perils were round about him, he remained 
unmoved. His language on this pccafion isi 
Wait on the Lord : be of good courage^ andh^ 
ft>aU Jlrengthen thine heart. This was fuffi- 
cient for him. He fays therefore, clfewhere^ 
Tea^ though I walk through the valley of the 
fhadow of deaths I will fear no evih 

Here, then, is a covert from the tempeft : 
He who fleers to this port, always arrives 
at it : there he defcends, and abides, on a 
rock firm and fafe ; there, walking on the; 
beach, and out of danger, he views the fury of 
the waves, and the wrecks of ruined veflels- 

* 

He beholds the floods advancing fiercely 
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towardit him, and threatening his deftruc-* 
tion, but he knows God has prefcribed 
their hounds ; that hitherto they {hall come» 
but no further; and that they fhall be 
broken at his feet. You will fay. This is 
not a man fubjedt to death and misfortunes, 
but that he is already raifed to the condition 
of the bleffed, to whom all the changes 
on earth give no concern. They who arc 
thus exalted, behold the Univerfe wrecked 
and diffolved, and the order of nature over- 
thrown, without alarm. True -, but what 1 
have mentioned, is the confidence of the 
church, as it is defcribed in the 46th Pfalfn. 
God is our refuge and Jirengtb^ a very prefent 
help in trouble: therefore will we not fear^ 
though the earth he removed^ and though the 
mountains he carried into the midfi of the fea. 
There is a river ^ the fir earns whereof fhall make 
glad the city of God. The church fhall always 
be calm, as the rivulets which run without 
noife. Even when we behold in the world 
furious emotions, the believer will rejoice 
in a fweet repofe of fpirit in the midft of 
thofe frightful perils. 

Such 
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Such is the portion of. the children of 
God. If they are aftonifhed, it is becaufc 
;they do not fufficiently rely on him. If 
they repofe in him great confidence, they 
have, at all times, reafon to rejoice. They are 
aflured of the love,'and care of him, who is the 
fovereign Mailer of events ; who blafts, when 
he pleafes, all the defigns of men, arid who 
makes his glory to confift in never deceiving 
the hope of them who wait for him. Though 
they are defpifed in the world, they know 
it was made for them, and that it is gover- 
ned for their good. They think themfelves 
greater than the grandees of the world, and 
more happy than the happieft of worldly" 
men ; becaufe they have more of the favour. 

r 

of him who is the fovereign Matter and 
Benefador of his creatures. Thus they ferve 
him with fidelity,and with pleafure. All their 
trials are alleviated by blifsful confolations. 
They tafte of chafte delights in their enjoy- 
ment of the love of God ; a peace which pafles 
all underftanding gives them a foretafte of 
future glory ; . a holy conftancy confirms 
them in their duty, notwithftanding inter- 
vening temptations : and, in fine, after they 

have 
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have fought the good fight, and finished 
their courfe, God places upon their heads 
the crown t)f righteoufncfs, to live and 
reign, for ever, with Jefus Chrift. 

FINIS. 



ERRATA. 



THE moft material Errata^ which hare been noticed^ may be thus 
corrected : 

Page vli. line 6, read, Discours. P. 2, 1. 14, after truths add, and. 
P. 3, I. 7, ready Ifantx, P. 5, 1. i^, read, Gdvtmmtr, P. 8, 1. 8, read, 
chattels. P« 19, 1. i2» after miferaUey add> a; 1. 17* read, t«o. 
P. 25, 1. 7, ready waked. P. 29, I. 13, and eliewhere, read, limited. 
P. 3iy 1. %y after fatisfied, read, me. P. 35, 1. it, read gaierienti 
1. 2o, and elfewhere, read, gaUrien, ^. 56^ 1. 2, read, MarfnlUi** 
Tp 6o« 1. 23, read, raifins. P. 72, \. 10, read, tw^We; 1. 11, read, ten. 
P. 879 ]• 8, after have, add, been. P. i2'5, 1. i, after on, add, a; 1. 16, 
read, is; ]« 19, read, thefe. P. 116, 1. 13, read, (hall. P. itSy 1. 24, 
ready confolatory. P. izz, 1. 229 read, tcneftrial. P. i»5>' L 23. iffSer 
to, add, the. P. 126, ]. 19, read) adorable. P. 128,1. 14, read, for tran- 
quility ; 1. 18, after ^nder, add, the. P. 119, I. 131 read, in which. 
P. 130, 1. 15, read, Pharaoh. P. 131, L 7, after t%at, add, itm 
P* 133) 1* 20, after it, add, to. P. 134, 1. 9, read, tremendoos. P*i4o» 
1. ao, read, begins. P. 141, 1. 16, read, will ; 1. 23, read, death. 
P. 159, 1. 13, read, profpeft. P. 162, ]. 5, after that, jidd, the fame, 
P. 167, I. 4, read, legitimate 3 1. 19, read, conjunftores. P. i68« !• 13, 
read, take. P. 184, 1. 24, read, ftrokes. 

l(3r There are a few j^aUieifms, and ezpreifioss which feem torn Htfrat, 
as well as fome errors in punffuatigUf which mtift be corrected as thd 
reader may think proper^ 



5C3* The Problem^ mentioned in the 
34th page, which was propofed by Mr. de 
Marolles, to refute the report of his being 
infane, is faid to be this : 

*' To find out four numbers, whofc 
number may be equal to a number given, 
and fuch that the difference of any two of 
them whatfoever may be a fquare number.** 

** Thofe who know what application of 
mind this fcience requires, will be able to 
judge of the ftrength of our martyr. But 
he had taken the good courfe, and thrown 
himfelf into the arms of Providence, • and 
peaceably fubmitted to the will of God." 
Mr. Jaquelot. 
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